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Richard serves as the regional representative for the Asia-Pacific
Desk.His work will emphasize building relationships with local
communities and churches, working with them to develop sus-

tainable projects that improve people’s lives, particularly in the
areas of health and basic education. Another goal is to build
capacity within the churches for leadership roles within their
communities.Richard will also be involved in helping during
times of natural disasters and coordinating the ELCA Global
Mission response.

BIRTH DATE January 26
ANNIVERSARY January 19

‘?g’?»\ ' COUNTRY OF SERVICE Asia-Pacific Region

Prayer Concerns
+ Pray for wisdom and courage so that | can be faithful to God's mission and my call.

+ Pray that | may be patient as | face circumstances which could be hard to deal with, particularly those
involving government departments in host countries.

+ Pray for my family who will stay in the United States to continue their work.

+ Pray for the leaders of the churches and communities of my host countries so that God may open their
hearts to work together to do what God has called us to do.

+ Pray for a smooth transition to my new role.
+ Pray that | can be a humble, servant leader, working with the people who are oppressed and neglected.
+ Pray for my safety and good health while traveling to and within the region.

As a sponsor of Richard, you are asked to remember him
with your prayers and your financial support.Gifts of any
size are welcome.Please send support gifts to:
ELCA Office for Global Mission Support
Asia-Pacific Missionary Sponsorship
PO Box 71764
Chicago IL 60694-1764

Make check payable to: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
On the memo line of your check write: ELCA Missionary Sponsorship




Dear Friends,

7 am being sent to the ﬂsia-?ac@fic region by ELCA Global Mission to work as the regiona[ representa-
tive for the health, education, and sustainable afeve[cyment programs. In Sgotemﬁer 2008 1 will be
oyecf in Chennai (Madras), India. 1 will travel extensivefy around the region to visit ({?Cerent
entify the

de
cdjwcﬁes and communities to build refationsﬁi}as with them. ﬂ\/ly primary focus will be to i
needs cf the }oeoyfe and finaf ways to mitigate suﬁ(en’ngs tﬁrougﬁ sustainable programs.

7 was born and raised in Bang[aafesﬁ, one of tﬁij}oorest countries in the world. As a child 1 strzggfecf
ﬁnanciaffy to fim’sﬁ my e[émentary, ﬁigﬁ schoo , and coffege education. Both my parents worke very
hard to make ends meet. 1 grew up as “one of the }9007” na poverty stricken COUntry, so my understand-

ing and em}mtﬁyfor tﬂe }7001" 3065 Eeyomf mere tﬁeory.

7 believe that all that we have—our talents, wealth, good health, and ha yiness—comes from gocf
Q(nowing Christ as my Savior, 1 have experiencecf that He has afways een gmcious and merciful even
tﬁougﬁ we may not be wortﬁy of it. Christ taugﬁt us to love our neigﬁﬁor and serve them as He Q—fimseﬁ
came to this world to serve and not to be served. Christ's teacﬁing isa Eig motivator for me to go serve
His }Jeop[é no matter where tﬁey are.

7 have spent a considerable amount of time Worﬁing with the _poor and ﬁe@n’ng them improve their lives
through the United Nations World Food Program and the Mennonite Central Committee. It was afways
fuﬁi(ﬁn fm’ me to work with the socia[fy excluded, refugees, and victims of natural disasters and a joy to
know that 1 was able to make a signiﬁcant Jlﬁ(erence in so many peopﬁz's [ives.

Also, it was im}oormnt for me to give a goorf ﬁfe to my children. ‘My wéfe and 1 moved to the United
States as first genemtion immigmnts eigﬁteen years ago to fu( ill our dreams. It was a fong and zﬁﬁ(icuft
joume , and we are (gmtefuf to god for His grace. He fm’tﬂfu fy walked with us on our fong joumey and
E(essedy us to fug[if[ our dreams, which have gzcome a rea[ity toafay. Both of OUY SOns are afoing very well
and so are we. There could be no better time for me to go and work for the yeoy(e who are in need.

7 have traveled extensivefy to many countries and regions and have learned to qp})reciate Jtﬁ(erent cultures
and traditions. ‘Moving to the United States has also ex_posed me to aﬁﬁ(erent cultures and values. Living in
the U.S. has taugﬁt me how fortunate and blessed we are in this country. We have so much to enjoy and
even waste when millions ?( peo le around the world go to bed ﬁungry every singfe day. While 1 a}a}areciate
the abundance, 1 also realize that we have so much to share with our “neigﬁﬁors” and with those who are
suﬁ(en’ng in this world. Jesus taugﬁt us to love our neigﬁﬁors, and love one another as He loved us. goc[ has
walked with me, never [eaw’ng me alone when 1 was in afesyair, and 1 can resyomf to (jmfs grace Ey Worﬁing
with }aeqpfe who are suﬁfem’ng ﬁom ﬁunger, _poverty, malnutrition, oypression, and injustice.

1 ask for prayers from everyone so that 1 can be faithful to fulfill God's mission in this world. 1 pra
that gfo wi waHg with meyin my new journey a{cf gli};’c{e mfe t{ fuﬁff my dreams. o

MY PRAYER: DEAR LORD, “HERE I AM, SEND ME”

Richard
08/08



