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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Forgive and Let By
Bible Story: Forgive and Let By (Forgive one another) • Colossians 3:13; John 21:1-17 (Supporting: John 18:1-27)
Bottom Line: Friends forgive one another.
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV

Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

GETTING READY

1. Opener/Closer

What You Need:

· Host

· Sheet or other large floor covering

· 2 plates

· 2 bowls

· 2 cups

· 1 loaf of bread

· 1 package of bologna

· 4 slices of cheese

· 4 small packets of mustard

· 2 bananas

· 2 bags of chips

· Numerous packages of jumbo marshmallows

Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
Large Group Visuals (downloadable from the website): 

· Lunchroom Theme Slide

· Friendship Slide

· Bottom Line Slide
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
· Download the music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· Preset the stage with the food items.

· On both sides of the room, place a sheet or other floor covering. Place a plate, a bowl, and a cup in the middle of each (kind of like a place setting).

· IMPORTANT NOTE: Have a Small Group Leader or other volunteer take selfies with the kids as they enter. The kids’ faces are going to be used in the WEEK FOUR Bible Story. The list of needed “faces” is located in the WEEK FOUR Large Group Visuals PDF. 

2. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Storyteller

· Bible

· Paper grocery bag filled with:
· Jar of pickled peppers
· Bag of Swedish Fish®
· Box of Life® cereal

· Can of chicken soup

· Box of crackers

· Package of panko bread crumbs

· Bag of Thomas’® English muffins

· Jar of peanuts

· Ring Pop®
· Bottle of Aunt Jemima® syrup

· Loaf of bread

· Chocolate heart (or a candy heart of some kind)

Large Group Visuals (downloadable from the website): 

· Friendship Slide 

· Bottom Line Slide
What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
· Place all of the food items in the grocery bag, and have the grocery bag near to the Storyteller, so he or she can take them out when prompted in the script to do so. (Note: These foods won’t be wasted, so they can be donated to a local charity or food bank of your choosing.)
3. Worship

What You Need:

· Worship Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· “At the Top of My Lungs” from At the Top of My Lungs* 

· “We Are One” from At the Top of My Lungs* (On the Get Reel 2.0 DVD there is a “Live Loud” video you can show to help teach and encourage worship in our everyday lives. Consider using this segment before doing “We Are One.”)

*Live lyrics video available from https://amberskyrecords.com/
What You Do:

· Download all songs (available on AmberSkyRecords.com) and have them ready to use.

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

4. Additional Resources

GET REEL: This month with Get Reel 2.0, we’ll explore what it means to make space at the table for new friends and old friends. 
This week, we recommend playing the Live Loud video to inspire the key faith skill of Worshiping with Your Life. Also on Get Reel 2.0, you can enhance your environment with themed audio transitions (instrumental) to help you move between segments in your Large Group production.

Forgive and Let By
Bible Story: Forgive and Let By (Forgive one another) • Colossians 3:13; John 21:1-17 (Supporting: John 18:1-27)
Bottom Line: Friends forgive one another.
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV

Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

CG: Lunchroom Theme Slide
Host enters.
Opener
HOST: “Hey, everyone! I have to say I am super excited that you’re here today. If this is your first time here, I can’t wait to meet you, AND I can’t wait for you to meet some new friends! Friendship is still on the menu here at [your environment’s name], and this morning we’re serving up a few Flying Friendship Sandwiches for your enjoyment! 
Begin to walk around in the middle of the audience.
CG: Friendship Slide
“Friendship is using your words and actions to show others you care. And, I’m wondering, can someone give me an example of a great friend? What makes a great friend? And in keeping with our lunchroom theme, what are the ‘ingredients’ you might find in a great friend? (Take a few answers.) 
“Those are perfect answers! So far this month, we’ve learned that friends love one another no matter what, and friends accept one another even with all of their faults. Loving one another and accepting one another are two fantastic ingredients for a great friendship!

Return to the stage.
“This morning we’re slapping our own great ingredients together, but in true [your environment’s name] style, we’re not just putting them together like normal. Besides, food is WAY better when it’s thrown! It’s time for the Flying Friendship Sandwich Challenge!
The Flying Friendship Sandwich Challenge Rules:
• Divide the audience into two teams, and have each group get on either side of the room. (Depending on the size of your group, you can split them into more groups. Just add more “place settings” and ingredients to cover the teams.)

• Each team gets the following ingredients:

• 4 slices of bread

• 2 slices of cheese
• 2 slices of bologna

• 2 packets of mustard

• 1 banana

• 1 bag of chips

• Several bags of jumbo marshmallows

• Each team takes turns tossing or throwing the items from their side of the room onto the plate on the opposite side of the room. The goal is to make a lunch with two sandwiches. Each sandwich needs bread, bologna, cheese, mustard, and bread on top. 
• One point is awarded for each ingredient that lands on the plate.
• One extra point is awarded if the ingredient “stacks” on top of another.
• Five extra points are awarded if the sandwich is completely made top to bottom!

• Once the sandwiches are thrown, have kids toss the banana and the bag of chips.

• One point is awarded for either the banana or bag of chips landing on the plate.

• Finally, have everyone throw the marshmallows all at once! 

• One point is awarded for every marshmallow that lands on the plate.
• Two points are awarded for every marshmallow that lands in the bowl or cup.
Host leads the game, and the team with the most points wins.
HOST: “Incredible! Next time we should try it with pasta and meatballs, or cans of soup, or maybe even watermelons! What do you think? We’ll work to get this mess cleaned up while you all get to worship an amazing God with your friends. See you in a bit!”
Host and other leaders clean up the mess as Worship Leaders enter.
Worship

WORSHIP LEADER: “Wow, I’m so happy to be here with all you awesome kids. It is fun to sing and celebrate with friends, don’t you think? Stand to your feet because right now we are going to get loud—not just loud but SUPER loud—as we sing together to give God our praises. This song is called ‘At the Top of My Lungs,’ so get ready. We’re gonna shout and sing to our great God.
SFX: “At the Top of My Lungs” / track 1 from At the Top Of My Lungs
“Yeah, we give you everything, God. It’s a blast to sing God’s praises together. You guys rocked it loud. Before we sing some more, everybody watch this.
Optional CG: “Live Loud” video from Get Reel 2.0 

“Psalm 133:1 says: How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in peace! (NIrV). Together we are one in God’s kingdom. And building His kingdom is what we are about. Let’s unite our voices together to lift high the name of Jesus in this place. Together we are one. Let’s sing about it now.”
SFX: “We Are One” / track 8 from At the Top of My Lungs
Storyteller enters as Worship Leaders exit. Storyteller is carrying a grocery bag full of items that will be pulled out during the Bible Story.
Setting up the story
STORYTELLER: “It’s a pleasure to be with you this morning. I love sharing Bible stories with you. It’s one of my favorite things! Another one of my favorite things is food. Anyone else in here like to eat food? (Pause for response.) Yeah, I thought so! 
“So, one thing I love about food is how it brings family and friends together. Think about it—a lot of discussion, laughter, and stories all happen around food. When you have friends over to your house, I’ll bet one of the first things they ask is, ‘Got anything to eat?’ Holidays are times to prepare huge meals, a time for friends, family, football, and sometimes forgiveness. After all, it’s a lot easier to forgive someone if they bring cake, right? That’s what friendship is about, right? 
“You show someone they’re your friend and that you care about them by what you do and what you say . . . and maybe even by what you bake, like cake! Yep, cake is good. So food, friendship, and stories all go together, which is why I’ve decided to use food to help tell the Bible story this morning. It’s found in John 21.”
Open the Bible to John 21. Place the paper grocery bag near you so you can take out the items easily during the story.
NOT A BITE

STORYTELLER: “It was a quiet night. Peter . . .
Take out a jar of pickled peppers.
“. . . you know, because Peter picked a peck of pickled peppers. Anyway, Peter had suggested that he and the other disciples go fishing.
Take out a package of Swedish Fish.
“But so far they had caught nothing, zilch, nada, a whole lot of time and a whole lot of nothin’. There wasn’t much to do but sit in the boat and wait. While he waited, Peter started thinking. He thought about the past few days and all that had happened. He thought back to something Jesus had said the same night He was betrayed. Jesus said: “Here is my command. Love one another, just as I have loved you. No one has greater love than the one who gives their . . .
Take out a box of Life cereal.
“. . . “life for their friends” (John 15:13 NIrV). And Jesus had given His life, hadn’t He? He had been arrested, tried, sentenced to death, and killed on a cross. So, if anyone had showed others that ‘no greater love’ part, it was Jesus. But what had Peter done in return for his friend? He didn’t stand up for Him, that’s for sure. Instead . . . 
Take out a jar of chicken soup.
“. . . he was a chicken. The night Jesus was arrested and put on trial, someone came up to Peter and demanded, ‘You there, aren’t you one of Jesus’ disciples?’ Peter replied, ‘No, I’m not.’ They asked a second time, ‘Are you sure? You look familiar. You don’t know Jesus?’ Peter again replied, ‘Nope. Not me.’ A third time, they asked: Didn’t I see you with Jesus in the garden? (John 18:26 NIrV). This time Peter got mad and snapped back: ‘Listen to me! I’m telling you I don’t know Jesus!’ Peter didn’t stand up for his friend. Instead . . .
Take out a box of crackers.
“. . . he cracked under pressure. To protect his own life, Peter pretended he’d never known Jesus. Peter thought, ‘Some friend I turned out to be.’ He was a bit down as he sat on his boat a few weeks later.
“Peter stirred as the sun peeked out over the horizon. They had fished the whole night and didn’t catch a thing. He was probably feeling pretty . . .
Take out a box of panko bread crumbs.
“. . . crummy thinking about what he had done. A wasted night out in the boat with no fish to speak of. He told the other disciples on the boat, ‘Guess we should probably head back to shore. It doesn’t look like we’re going to catch anything.’ One of the other disciples named . . .
Take out a bag of Thomas’ English muffins.
“. . . Thomas said, ‘I kind of doubted we would.’ Together, Peter, Thomas, and the others pulled their empty net into the boat.”
HITTING THE MOTHER LOad
STORYTELLER: “All of a sudden, a voice called to them from the shore. “Friends! Don’t you have any fish?” (John 21:5 NIrV). They all looked to the shore, and they saw someone walking along the beach. They really couldn’t make out who it was. They could tell it was a man, but not much else. Peter called back, ‘Nope! No fish today!’ The man shouted back: “Throw your net on the right side of the boat. There you will find some fish” (John 21:6 NIrV). Peter and Thomas looked at each other. Thomas might have said, . . .
Take out a jar of peanuts.
“. . . ‘This guy’s nuts.’ But Peter told the disciples to throw the net one more time—this time over the right side. The disciples cast their net on the right side of the boat like the man on the shore had suggested. All of a sudden, fish practically started leaping out of the water trying to get into the net. The net quickly filled up! Peter shouted, ‘Pull it in! Pull it in!’ The disciples struggled with the net, but it was way too heavy with fish to pull on board. They were going to have to tow the net into shore! Peter looked to the shoreline. He recalled another time years ago when he was told to cast his net out of the boat after a long night of catching nothing. And who knows, maybe now that he thought about it, the man’s voice on the shoreline had a . . .
Take out a Ring Pop.
“. . . familiar ring to it. We’re not sure, but there was a moment when Peter realized exactly who that person was. It was . . .
Take out a jar of Aunt Jemima syrup.
“. . . Aunt Jemima. No, I’m only kidding. It is the Lord! (John 21:7 NIrV), John exclaimed. It was Jesus! Peter threw on his coat and jumped into the water and swam all the way to the shore, he was so excited! The rest of the disciples steered the boat—AND the huge net overflowing with fish—into shore behind him. Even though the net was bursting with fish, it didn’t break! Peter climbed out of the water, soaking wet, to find that Jesus had built a fire and was already cooking some fish.”
HUNGRY SHEEP

STORYTELLER: “Jesus then called His disciples to sit with Him around the fire. They were really excited to see their friend again. It was the third time they’d seen Him since He had come back from the dead, but they were still very much in awe. Jesus offered them . . .
Take out a loaf of bread.
“. . . some bread. Together they shared bread and fish. Peter watched and ate while he dried out by the fire, probably feeling guilty for having betrayed his friend. But after they had finished eating, Jesus invited Peter to walk with Him. Jesus asked: “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these others do?” (John 21:15 NIrV).
“Peter might have winced. He was thinking about denying he knew Him—a fine way to show love and friendship. Peter said: Yes, Lord . . . You know that I love you Jesus gave a curious response after that. He simply said: “Feed my lambs” (John 21:15, NIrV).
“They walked on a bit further before Jesus asked again: “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Yikes. He asked a second time. Peter answered: Yes, Lord. You know that I love you. And Jesus had the same reply: “Take care of my sheep” (John 21:16 NIrV) They walked further still and then Jesus stopped. Maybe He placed a hand on Peter’s shoulder and looked him in the eyes. “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” (John 21:17 NIrV). You know, it probably wasn’t a coincidence that Peter denied Jesus three times and here Jesus was asking him this question three times. Peter looked back at Jesus and said . . .
Take out a chocolate heart.
“. . . Lord, you know all things. You know that I love you. Jesus, once again, said: “Feed my sheep” (John 21:17 NIrV). Peter took a moment and really listened to what Jesus was saying to him. ‘Feed my lambs.’ ‘Take care of my sheep.’ ‘Feed my sheep.’ Jesus wasn’t mad at Peter. Sheep follow their shepherd. People follow Jesus. He wanted Peter to help take care of other people who followed Jesus!”
WRAPPING up the story
STORYTELLER: “After all Peter had done, Jesus still loved him and forgave him. Soon, Jesus would be gone again after ascending into heaven. Peter would end up devoting the rest of his life spreading the good news of Jesus—teaching others to love and forgive the way Jesus had loved and forgiven him. 
Close the Bible and look at all of the food.
“There’s a lot of different kinds of food here: bread, candy, pickled peppers, muffins. Some of these foods people love, and some of these people don’t love. Some of you might love the peanuts; others might be allergic. The cool thing about food is that it contains exactly what we need. Might be bread for one person or cereal for another. Jesus is the same way. He knows exactly what we need—what spiritual food we need to feed our spirits. He knew Peter was hurting, and He knew that Peter messed up by denying Him. Instead of rubbing his nose in it, or even bringing it up at all, He forgave him. And that’s the same thing that Jesus asks us to do. Let’s take a look at our Bottom Line for today.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “Friends forgive one another. Showing forgiveness is a HUGE way you can be a great friend. Paul, the guy we talked about last week, talked about forgiveness in one of his letters to a church in the book of Colossians. Listen to Colossians 3:13: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you (NIrV).
“Forgive, just as God forgave you. It’s important, but it’s also really hard sometimes. How about we pray and ask God for help with that right now?”
Pray

STORYTELLER: “Lord, thank You for Your forgiveness. We know we mess up—a lot. There’s not a day that goes by when we don’t fall short of Your goodness. But I know—I believe in my heart—that You have forgiven all of us, and Your love covers anything we might do or say that isn’t exactly the best. Thank You that Your Word constantly teaches and challenges us to become more like You. Please give us opportunities even this week to show forgiveness to our friends. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
Storyteller exits as Host enters.
Closer
HOST: “What an incredible forgiveness story! You know, sometimes friends are going to make you mad. You’re going to get tripped up, messed up, gossiped about, argued with, made fun of, and laughed at. And unfortunately, your friends are going to do this—maybe not on purpose to hurt your feelings, but just because your friends are human beings who were born to make mistakes. And you, believe it or not, are going to be a not-so-nice friend sometimes, too. And there are two ways we can handle this situation. Whenever a friend treats you badly, you can treat them badly right back. You can go back and forth being mean to one another until you’re no longer friends. OR you can forgive them.
“When Jesus died on the cross, it paid for your sins. That means God forgives you for every time you treat someone badly and for every time you’re a bad friend. So if God forgives you, shouldn’t you forgive your friends when they treat you badly?
CG: Bottom Line Slide
“The one thing to remember today is: [Bottom Line] Friends forgive one another. After all, they probably didn’t mean it. And even if they did, they might have cake. Forgive them! And on that note, let’s head to our small groups to continue learning about friendship and what it means to forgive one another!”
Dismiss children to their small groups. 

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
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