252 Groups

Week 3

Bible Story Outline, K-5

Bible Story Outline

Forgive and Let By (Forgive one another) • Colossians 3:13; John 21:1-17 (Supporting: John 18:1-27)
SETTING UP THE STORY
· I love sharing Bible stories with you; it’s one of my favorite things
· Another one of my favorite things is food
· One thing I love about food is how it brings family and friends together
· You show someone they’re your friend and that you care about them by what you do and what you say . . . and maybe even by what you bake, like cake
· I’ve decided to use food to help tell the Bible story this morning; it’s found in John 21
NOT A BITE
· It was a quiet night; Peter (pickled peppers) you know, because Peter picked a peck of pickled peppers
· Peter had suggested that he and the other disciples go fishing (Swedish Fish®)
· But so far they had caught nothing
· Peter started thinking about the past few days and all that had happened
· Read John 15:13 (Life® cereal)
· If anyone had showed others that ‘no greater love’ part, it was Jesus
· But what had Peter done in return for his friend?
· He was a chicken (chicken soup)
· The night Jesus was arrested and put on trial, someone came up to Peter and asked if he knew Jesus
· Explain how Peter denied Jesus three times

· (Box of crackers) He cracked under the pressure

· He was a bit down as he sat on his boat a few weeks later
· They had fished the whole night and didn’t catch a thing 
· He was probably feeling pretty crummy (package of crumbs)
· He told the other disciples on the boat, “Guess we should probably head back to shore”
· One of the other disciples named (English muffins) Thomas said, “I kind of doubted we would”
· Together, Peter, Thomas, and the others pulled their empty net into the boat
HITTING THE MOTHER LOAD
· All of a sudden, a voice called to them from the shore
· Read John 21:5
· They really couldn’t make out who it was; they could tell it was a man, but not much else
· Read John 21:6
· Thomas might have said (peanuts) “This guy’s nuts”

· But Peter told the disciples to throw the net one more time
· The disciples cast their net on the right side of the boat
· All of a sudden, fish practically started leaping out of the water trying to get into the net
· The disciples struggled with the net, but it was way too heavy with fish to pull on board
· Peter recalled another time years ago when he was told to cast his net out of the boat
· Maybe now that he thought about it, the man’s voice on the shoreline had a (Ring Pop®) familiar ring to it
· We’re not sure, but there was a moment when Peter realized exactly who that person was
· It was (Aunt Jemima® syrup) . . . just kidding
· It is the Lord! (John 21:7 NIrV), John exclaimed
· Peter threw on his coat and jumped into the water and swam all the way to the shore
· The rest of the disciples steered the boat into shore
· Jesus had built a fire and was already cooking some fish
HUNGRY SHEEP
· Jesus then called His disciples to sit with Him around the fire
· It was the third time they’d seen Him since He had come back from the dead
· Jesus offered them (loaf of bread) some bread
· Peter watched and ate while he dried out by the fire, probably feeling guilty
· After they had finished eating, Jesus invited Peter to walk with Him
· Read and comment on John 21:15-17 (chocolate heart)

· Peter took a moment and really listened to what Jesus was saying to him
· Sheep follow their shepherd; people follow Jesus
· Jesus wanted Peter to help take care of other people who followed Jesus
WRAPPING UP THE STORY
· After all Peter had done, Jesus still loved him and forgave him
· Peter would end up devoting the rest of his life spreading the good news of Jesus
· There’s a lot of different kinds of food here
· Some of these foods people love, and some of these people don’t love
· The cool thing about food is that it contains exactly what we need
· Jesus is the same way; He knows exactly what we need
· He knew Peter was hurting, and He knew that Peter messed up by denying Him
· Instead of rubbing his nose in it, or even bringing it up at all, He forgave him
· And that’s the same thing that Jesus asks us to do
· BL: Friends forgive one another.
· Showing forgiveness is a HUGE way you can be a great friend
· Read Colossians 3:13
· Forgive, just as God forgave you; it’s important, but it’s also really hard sometimes
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