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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

We’ll Be There for You
Bible Story: We’ll Be There for You (Encourage one another) • 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Job 2:11-13 (Supporting: Job 1–2)
Bottom Line: Friends encourage one another.

Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV

Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· An offering container
Make ’em Laugh
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· No supplies needed
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
* 1. When There Aren’t Words 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· Bible
· Cardstock cut into strips about 2.5x6 inches (the proportions of a bookmark); 1 for each kid
· Crayons, markers, and/or colored pencils
· Other decorative craft supplies such as stickers, glue, foam pieces, etc.

2. Tower Attack 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· About 25 plastic or Styrofoam cups
· Lots of ping-pong balls (or you could also use paper wads if need be)
3. Ping-Pong Memory 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· The “Memory Verse Cards” Activity Pages from previous weeks; 2 sets for each small group

· Ping-pong balls from “Tower Attack” activity
Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Bookmarks kids made in “When There Aren’t Words” activity
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app. 
We’ll Be There for You
Bible Story: We’ll Be There for You (Encourage one another) • 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Job 2:11-13 (Supporting: Job 1–2)
Bottom Line: Friends encourage one another.

Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV

Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, spend a few minutes praying for them. Ask God to give kids ideas and opportunities to be an encouragement to their friends. Pray that kids would learn what it means to be a true friend who builds others up. 
1. Early Arriver Idea
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Collect kids’ offerings as they arrive.

· Ask kids about a time when someone said or did something encouraging for them. 
· [Make It Personal] Tell about a time you were discouraged and someone cheered you up with a simple act of encouragement.
2. Make ’em Laugh
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:

· Choose one to three kids to be audience members and the rest to be performers.
· The “performers” can do whatever they want to try to get the audience members to either laugh or smile.

· They can do anything except touch the audience. They can sing silly songs, do silly dances, act out movie scenes, or make faces.

· Once the audience laughs, they switch places with a performer and the group plays another round.

· Play until each kid has a chance to be an audience member and a performer.

What You Say:

“Sometimes when people are feeling down, all we want to do is cheer them up. But sometimes that’s actually not a great idea. [Transition] In Large Group, you’ll hear about some people who had a friend going through a really tough time.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
* 1. When There Aren’t Words
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Bible; cardstock strips; crayons, markers, and/or colored pencils; decorative supplies
What You Do:
· Read Job 2:11-13 aloud. 

· Point out that Job was in so much pain that his friends didn’t know what to pray or to say.

· Explain that when we don’t know what to say, one thing we can do for our friends is to pray a version of the Lord’s Prayer.

· Hand out the cardstock strips and supplies.

· Guide the group to write down an outline of the Lord’s Prayer acronym: A.C.T.S.

· A stands for Adoration. Tell God that you remember how great He is.

· C stands for confession. Tell God that you are sorry for your sins.

· T stands for thanksgiving. Thank God for forgiving you and for everything He has done.

· S stands for supplication. Supplication means asking for what we need. Ask God for things that you and your friends need. There’s no need too small or too big to take to God.

· Then give kids time to decorate their bookmarks however they choose. Encourage them to take the bookmarks home and place them in their Bibles, devotional book, or another book they’re reading.

What You Say:
“The moment with Job’s friends that we studied today is actually the best part of their story. Sitting quietly with Job is the best encouragement they gave. Once they opened their mouths and started talking, they messed up big time. They gave Job such bad advice and hurt Job’s feelings so much that eventually God himself showed up to tell the friends to be quiet! When our friends are hurting, we need to be very careful what we say. And if we don’t know what to say, it’s okay to just be with them without saying anything at all, and encourage them without any words. When we don’t know what to pray for, we can use the outline of the Lord’s prayer—ACTS—to give us some words to pray. After that, we can trust that God will understand our friends’ needs better than we do. [Make It Personal] (Tell about a time when someone encouraged you without using words.) [Bottom Line] Friends encourage one another.”
2. Tower Attack
[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Plastic or Styrofoam cups, ping-pong balls or paper wads
What You Do:

· Divide the kids in two groups and give each team half of the supply of cups and half of the supply of ping-pong balls.
· Tell them they’re going to compete against each other to build the tallest tower/pyramid of cups.
· They catch is that while they’re building the towers, they can also try to knock down the other group’s tower by throwing the balls at it.
· Outline some rules before the game starts:
· Kids can use their bodies to move in front of a ping-pong ball, but they cannot swat it down or block it with their hands.

· Teams get to decide who will build the tower and who will defend it (and try to knock down the other team’s tower), but they can’t simply form a continuous wall of people to protect the tower.

· Give them two minutes to work, but don’t count down the time or give them any warning about how much time is left. This will challenge them to continuously build and keep their tower tall in an effort to have the biggest tower when time is called.
· As soon as you announce time is over, all building and throwing must stop. Whichever team’s tower is the tallest at the moment is the winner.
· Play multiple rounds if time allows, and let teams compete for “best out of three.” 
What You Say:

“In the game, it was easy to knock off a bunch of cups at once, but putting them back was a slow process. In life, for every time a hurtful thing is said to us or a hurtful thing happens, it usually takes more than one kind thing to build us back up afterward. We need to always practice encouragement because there is never a time when someone doesn’t need a little bit. [Bottom Line] Friends encourage one another.”

3. Ping-Pong Memory
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: “Memory Verse Cards” (Activity Pages from previous weeks) and Ping-pong balls from “Tower Attack” activity

What You Do:

· Ask if anyone can say this month’s verse (Proverbs 17:17) completely from memory. 
· Let a few volunteers recite the verse.

· Then, using the same teams as the previous activity, let kids compete to set out the memory verse cards in order and cover them up completely with the ping-pong balls.

· The trick will be to do this fast while keeping the balls from rolling! 

· Once the verse is completely covered, they say the verse all together as a group. 

· The first group to cover the entire verse and say the verse together wins!
What You Say:

“We started this month by digging this memory verse out of food, but today you buried it! That’s okay because we have buried this verse in your brains so that you won’t forget all the lessons of friendship that we learned this month, including: [Bottom Line] Friends encourage one another.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bookmarks kids made in “When There Aren’t Words”
What You Do: 

· Remind the kids that Job’s friends sat in silence with him when he was at his lowest point.
· Practice sitting in silence and praying through the ACTS prayer outline.
· Instruct the kids to sit in silence. Every 15-30 seconds, call out a letter and describe the type of prayer they can pray.

· Remind the kids to pray this way for their friends as encouragement or anytime they have trouble thinking of what to say in prayer.
What You Say:

“We don’t have to worry about saying just the right words when we are praying to God. However, having an outline like this can help us to stay focused and pray for our friends when, like Job’s friends, we have no idea what to say or pray for. [Bottom Line] Friends encourage one another.”

As adults arrive to pick up, ask the kids to explain the ACTS prayer model and show the adults their bookmarks.
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