252 Groups


Week 4




Small Group 4-5

252® Groups

Group Experiences for K-5th Grades

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.
Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. 
Used by permission of Biblica.
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, 
NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide.
Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

We’ll Be There for You
Bible Story: We’ll Be There for You (Encourage one another) • 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Job 2:11-13 (Supporting: Job 1–2)
Bottom Line: Friends encourage one another. 

Key Question: How can you be a friend this week?
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV
Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each Small Group:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction

1. Just For Fun
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· No supplies needed

2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Indoor or outdoor space to play tag

· 2 different colored rolls of masking or duct tape
· Optional: timer
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
1. Take a Snapshot
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

· No supplies needed
2. Bible Story Extension
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

· Bibles
· Large pieces of paper (legal size, manila or white construction)
· Packs of colored markers - 1 per person (different color for each person)
3. Discussion Questions
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

· No supplies needed
· Optional: dice for Numbered Heads strategy 
4. Verses to Take with You
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

· Blank Paper
· Pencils
5. Making it Personal with Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· Leftover rolls of masking or duct tape
· Permanent markers 
We’ll Be There for You
Bible Story: We’ll Be There for You (Encourage one another) • 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Job 2:11-13 (Supporting: Job 1–2)
Bottom Line: Friends encourage one another. 

Key Question: How can you be a friend this week?
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” Proverbs 17:17, NIrV
Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Before kids arrive, spend a few minutes praying for them. Ask God to give kids ideas and opportunities to be an encouragement to their friends. Pray that kids would learn what it means to be a true friend who builds others up. 
1. Just For Fun
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
· Ask: Would you rather have an itch in the middle of your back all the time or an eyelash in your eye all the time?

· Another Option: How could you be a friend to someone who doesn’t speak the same language as you?

· Let students discuss the answer to the question.

· Encourage them to ask each other why they chose the answers they did.
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: space to play tag (indoor or out), 2 different colored rolls of masking or duct tape (torn and rolled up to create loops), optional: timer
What You Do:

· Count how many people you have in your small group. 
· Divide that number in half. 
· Tear a piece of one color of tape for everyone on the first team and one of the other color for each member of the other team.
· Share that today you’re going to play “Belly Button Tag.”
· Divide your group into two teams by handing person one of the two colored pieces of tape to cover their belly buttons (over their shirts/dresses and not under). Have the kids roll the tape into a loop before sticking it to their shirt.
· Explain that they will be playing tag, but here’s the twist: their team’s goal is to grab the other team’s pieces of colored tape and put them on their shirts without losing their own pieces of tape.

· Challenge them by explaining that when you call out the word “time” everyone will freeze, and the team that has collected more of the other team’s colored tape wins.

· Explain that if one team gets all the colored tape from the other team, they should quickly sit down. If they actually do have all of the tape from the other team, they automatically win.
Pro Tip: Set the time based on how many group members you have—we suggest 5-7 minutes to start. If a team happens to get all the colored tape from the other, they automatically win. You can play again if you have time and tape is still sticky enough.
Wrap Up and Say: 

That was a sticky situation! You guys were trying to work together to win. It was hard to see the looks on your faces when you lost your pieces tape or realized that your team wasn’t going to win. Today’s Bible story is about a guy who had the worst possible things happen and how his friends show up when he needed them most.
Lead your group to the Large Group area.

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
1. Take a Snapshot
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:

· Announce that you’re hosting a “Worst Day Ever” contest. 

· Explain that you want each student to brainstorm a “worst day,” but the worst day must be from their own experience or that of a close friend/family member (not a stranger or from a book/news/TV/movie).

· Give them a minute to think and let them brainstorm with a friend if they like.

· Encourage them to get in groups of four people and take turns sharing their “worst days ever.”

· After everyone shares (within the smaller groups), ask the groups to vote on which person in their group had the worst day.

· Then have all these “winners” share one more time to the whole group.
Pro Tip: If you have someone who is shy or new, give that kid the opportunity to share, but don’t force him/her. If possible, enlist someone from that kid’s group to share the story for him!)
· As a whole group, let students vote on how bad they think these days are with a double thumbs down (the worst), one thumb down (pretty bad), both thumbs sideway (not to bad really), or both thumbs up (pretty good day actually). 
· Count the number of total “thumbs downs” each story gets and declare a winner.
Wrap & Say: “Those are some really awful days! Having a bad day is pretty unavoidable—it will happen to all of us at some point. When people show up to offer their support and show they really care, that can give us a real boost. If we want others to do this for us, shouldn’t we look for chances to do that for others?
2. Bible Story Extension
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Bibles, large pieces of paper, colored markers (1 different colored marker per person)
What You Do:

· Pass out Bibles and help them find Job chapters 1 and 2.

· Give each group one large piece of paper and each person a different color of marker.

· Divide your group into three (ideally groups of about 4 people each).

· Tell one third that they will look at the beginning of Job 1 and create pictures/lists of what his life was like before his “worst day ever.”

· Tell another third that they will look at the end of Job 1 and create pictures/a list of what all happened on his “worst day ever.”

· Tell the last third to check out Job 2 and create pictures/a list of what happened after his “worst day ever”—how did he respond?

· Give groups 1 to 2 minutes to read their sections out loud for their specific groups to hear.
· Suggest that the groups spread out so that they can each hear the correct passage from the Bible.
· Challenge them that they have to work together to describe their sections using pictures and creating a word list, but the catch is that they can’t talk from this point on—they have to work silently. 
· They can pass the Bible around for reference and gesture but no spoken words.

· Remind them that you’re looking to see four different colors on the page—you want everyone’s thoughts represented.

· Give them three to five minutes to “silently scribble.”

· Tell them that they are free to talk again as they walk around to read the other groups’ recaps of their sections of Job 1-2.
Wrap Up & Say: “It was hard not to talk, wasn’t it? I bet Job was glad to have his friends’ support. He just wanted them to show up and be there. They didn’t have to say anything. That’s true for us, too. Who might need you to show up and just be there for them this week?
3. Discussion Questions
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: No supplies needed, optional: dice
What You Do:

· When and where are the easiest places to be a good friend this week? What does it look and sound like to be a good friend?

· What are the hardest places and times to be a good friend? 

· What gets in the way of being the kind of friend you want to be?

· Do you have a friend who’s really good at showing up and just being there for you? What do they do and say? What can you learn from that?

· What does it look like to just “be present” for a friend? Have you ever been that friend who shows up and doesn’t “do” much but is being a good friend just by being present?
· Does anyone feel like it can be awkward to do that? How can we work to push through that awkwardness?
4. Verses to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Blank paper, pencils
What You Do:

· Share this verse with your group. Romans 12:10, Love one another deeply. Honor others more than yourselves. (NIrV)
· Challenge students to think of all the ways they can encourage their friends—to love others deeply and honor them more than themselves.

· Ask them to create a scrabble-like crossword or acrostic using the word or letters found in “encourage” and adding examples of how to do this.

Pro Tip: If they seem confused, start a crossword puzzle with “Encourage” as your first word, adding other words that are connected by letters and the topic. An acrostic is when you write the word Encourage going down the page and come up with words that start with each letter, and then you write those going across. You are just trying to get them thinking of all the different ways they can encourage others. You can make it more competitive by giving points for each word or using certain letters like when you play scrabble.
5. Making it Personal with Prayer 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
What You Need: Leftover rolls of masking or duct tape, permanent markers, optional: plastic tablecloth or butcher paper
What You Do:

· Cover up a table or floor with a plastic tablecloth or butcher paper.

· Remind students that we all have good intentions and want to encourage our friends, but often we get busy and think only of ourselves. Or our friends go through tough times and we don’t know what to do, so we end up doing nothing.
· Encourage them to write either one way or a time/place/person they can encourage this next week on a piece of tape with the permanent marker (Remind them to be careful, as this can mark clothing and furniture too.)

· Ask where they can put these pieces of tape to help them remember their plans.
· If you think students would be comfortable enough doing this, pair them up and let them pray for each other.  They can pray that God would help them be the friends He wants them to be. 

Pro Tip: Try to find the balance between forcing kids to do things they’re not ready for or not comfortable with and challenging them to grow in their faith skills. Most kids will be hesitant to pray aloud or even with just one other person, but remind them that God loves to hear from us, especially when we’re praying for others. Also remind students that sometimes being a good friend means that you do something hard or challenging and push through that in order to do something great for a friend.
Before they leave (with their pieces of tape), ask them to close their eyes so you can close in prayer and send them out.

Dear Jesus, we want to be good friends. We want to encourage others, to love them deeply and to put them ahead of ourselves. This is hard to do. We’re asking for Your help to remind us this week at just the right moment so that we can be there for others in need. And if we need a good friend this week because things aren’t going well and we feel overwhelmed, help us to remember we can always talk to You, even if others don’t show up. We want to be real and true, like you are. We love you. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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