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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
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Busted Stuff
Bible Story: Busted Stuff (City with Broken Walls) • Proverbs 25:28
Bottom Line: Doing what you should can keep you safe.

Memory Verse: “God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life.” 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don't want to
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· Offering container
· Markers
· Paper
A Safe Place
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Sheets and/or tarps

· Tables and/or chairs
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1.
* 1. Water Logged
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
· Plastic tub or plugged sink

· Water

· Styrofoam cups

· Toothpicks
· Ballpoint pens or permanent markers
2. Choose Wisely
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
· Print the “Choice Cards” Activity Pages; cut apart the cards; provide one set of cards and one answer key for each small group
· Scissors

· Paper

· Pen
3. Look for the Signs
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· Markers

· Construction paper

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Busted Stuff
Bible Story: Busted Stuff (City with Broken Walls) • Proverbs 25:28
Bottom Line: Doing what you should can keep you safe.

Memory Verse: “God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life.” 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don't want to
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids understand that their choices have consequences. Pray that they have courage to make good choices that can help to keep them safe. 

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Offering container, paper, markers
What You Do:

· Talk to kids about the three little pigs story: 
· Specifically, talk about how one built his house out of straw, one built his house out of sticks, and one built his house out of bricks. 
· Then the Big Bad Wolf blew them all down except the one made out of bricks. 
· Ask kids what they think all the pigs should have built their house out of so the Big Bad Wolf couldn’t blow it down. 

· Talk to kids about what they would build their house out of if they could build a house. 
· Pass out paper and markers and invite kids to draw what their house would look like if they could have any house.
· Invite kids to place their offerings in the container.
2. A Safe Place
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Sheets and/or tarps; tables and/or chairs
What You Do:

· Give kids sheets or tarps and let kids work together to build one big fort using the sheets, tarps, chairs, tables, etc. 
· When kids have built the fort, invite them to crawl inside and sit in a circle.
· Go around the circle and let each kid name something that keeps them safe. 
· You might want to start them off with some ideas such as fences, crosswalks, seatbelts, car seats, stop signs, fire extinguishers, fire alarms, etc.
What You Say:

“There are a lot of dangerous things in this world, but thankfully there are also a lot of things designed to help keep us safe if we use them correctly and follow instructions. [Transition] In Large Group today, we are going to hear about something that is supposed to keep us safe, but it can’t if it’s broken.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Water Logged
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Tub, water, Styrofoam cups, toothpicks, ballpoint pens or permanent markers
What You Do:
· Fill a tub or sink basin with water.

· If you are using a tub, place it on the table where the kids can gather around and reach it. 
· Give each kid a Styrofoam cup and instruct kids to gently draw a line around the cup, about one inch from the bottom. 
· Let each kid have a turn dunking the cup in the water, open side up, until the water is up to the line they drew. 
· After each kid has wet their cup, point out that the inside of their cup is still dry, even after putting it in the water. 

· Next, give each kid a toothpick and show kids how to use their toothpick to carefully poke a few holes in the sides of the cups, around the line they drew.
· Now, let everyone have a turn dunking the bottom of the cup again.
· Let kids observe how the cups all have water in them now. 
· Instruct them to dump the water out of the cups before pulling the cups out of the sink or tub.

What You Say:
“In Bible times, cities had brick or stone walls around them in order to protect them from wild animals, thieves, other people attacking, and all sorts of things. But what would happen if there were holes or broken parts of those walls? (Pause for responses.) Right! Those dangerous things could get in. Even though these toothpicks only made tiny holes in our cups, that little bit was enough to let water in. 
“Rules are like walls: following rules by doing what you should keeps dangerous things from hurting you. [Make It Personal] (Talk about a time when you didn’t follow a rule, such as a traffic law, and it turned out to be a big deal.) When we do what we should, it’s like we put a wall of protection around ourselves. [Bottom Line] Doing what you should can keep you safe.” 
2. Choose Wisely 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: “Choice Cards” Activity Pages, scissors, paper, pen
What You Do:

· Place the cards face down on the table and mix them up a bit. 
· Record each kid’s score on a piece of paper as you play. 

· Choose one kid to go first and let him or her take a turn choosing a card from the table. 

· The kid reads the scenario and the point value on the card. 

· If it was a Good Choice Card, they receive the points listed on the card.
· If it was a Bad Choice Card, they lose 15 points. Kids can earn five points back by coming up with an idea for making a good choice in the given scenario.
· If it is a Questionable Choice Card, the kid decides if it was a good choice or bad choice. 
· Then read the answer from the answer key and let the kid come up with a good choice for the scenario.
· Kids can earn ten points for a good choice idea on a Questionable Choice Card.
· After each kid, mix up the cards before the next kid takes a turn so everyone has an equal chance of getting a good/bad/questionable card.
· A few turns in, some of the cards will start to get repeated. Challenge kids to think of choices/answers that others haven’t thought of. Only allow them to earn points for original ideas.
· Continue playing as time and interest allow, making sure kids each get an equal number of turns. 

What You Say:

“You guys had a lot of examples of good and bad choices in that game. Ultimately, you found that the good choices paid off in a big way, but the bad choices? Not so much. This is the way it can be in real life too—good choices lead to good things, but even one bad choice can have some pretty unpleasant consequences. That’s why we should always make sure to remember that [Bottom Line] doing what you should can keep you safe. Sometimes, it can be hard to tell what is a good choice and what is a bad choice. That’s why we need the Bible and our teachers and friends to help us figure out what we should do.”
3. Look for the Signs
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Markers, construction paper
What You Do:

· Look up the verse as a group and read it aloud together. 
· Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find 2 Peter in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find 2 Peter, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find 2 Peter. Help the kids find the page. When they find 2 Peter, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 1. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 3 in chapter 1. 
· Name a few signs that help keep us safe (e.g. stop signs, warning signs, highway signs, caution signs, direction signs, etc.) and ask if anyone knows what category those signs fall into.

· Let kids give some examples of signs you haven’t named yet.
· Then pass out construction paper and markers. 
· Instruct kids to make a sign that warns people of something (like “cliff ahead” or “slow down”). 
· They can make up their own sign or create a version of one that was named earlier.
· When they have made their sign, tell them to flip it over and write the verse on the back of the sign. 
What You Say:

“The Bible can be a little like a warning sign because it tells us lots of ways we should be careful. God gave us these words of wisdom and caution because He knows what’s best for us and doesn’t want us to get hurt, just like signs warn of us of things that might hurt us. The Bible isn’t meant to be a list of rules that prevent us from having fun. Instead, it’s a book filled with instructions from God so that we can have the best life possible. We should follow these instructions because [Bottom Line] doing what you should can keep you safe.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Ask kids about what they do to stay safe. 
· Some examples might be looking both ways before they cross the street, wearing a helmet, wearing a seatbelt, obeying stop signs, staying inside the fences at parks and playgrounds, etc.

· Tell kids that sometimes we need to hold someone’s hand to stay safe. 
· Invite kids to hold hands while you pray. 

What You Say:

“Father, we thank You that You have given us so many instructions and directions about how to live. Help us to always remember to turn to You when we need to know what to do and remind us what You have told us through the Bible and through the people around us. Thank You that You have given us other people to help keep us safe. This week, remind us when we have a choice to make that [Bottom Line] doing what you should can keep you safe.”

As adults arrive to pick up, let kids show adults the signs they made during “Look for the Signs” and explain what their sign is warning about. 
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