252 Groups


January 2019, Week 1




Small Group, Preteen

252® Groups

Group Experiences for K-5th Grades

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.
Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. 
Used by permission of Biblica.
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, 
NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide.
Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Busted Stuff
Bible Story: Busted Stuff (City with Broken Walls) • Proverbs 25:28
Bottom Line: Doing what you should can keep you safe.

Key Question: When do you lose control?
Memory Verse: “God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life.” 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don't want to
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story
1. Just for Fun
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· An offering container

· Paper
· Pencil

· Timer or mobile device

2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

· Cardboard boxes; about 12-20 for each small group 
· Kids will build a wall for protection so medium to large boxes would work best. 
· Beach balls; 10-15 for each small group (Note: Beach balls do not have to be the same size.)
· Optional: You could also use NERF™ balls in addition to beach balls 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

· Index cards; two for each kid
· Pencils

· Markers

2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· Bibles
· Spring-style clothespins; one for each kid
· Rubber bands; one for each kid
· Index cards from the Take a Snapshot Activity
3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

· Bibles
· A large sheet of butcher paper
· Glow in the dark paint 
· Paintbrushes; one for each kid
· One to three flashlights
· Optional: Instead of paint, provide glow in the dark stars or other shapes, at least one shape per kid. The shapes need to be large enough for kids to write a short sentence on them. Also provide sharpies, several per Small Group and glue or two-sided tape to adhere the shapes to the butcher paper. 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· The mural from the Bible Story Extension Activity

Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Busted Stuff
Bible Story: Busted Stuff (City with Broken Walls) • Proverbs 25:28
Bottom Line: Doing what you should can keep you safe.

Key Question: When do you lose control?
Memory Verse: “God’s power has given us everything we need to lead a godly life.” 2 Peter 1:3a (NIrV)
Life App: Self-control—Choosing to do what you should even when you don't want to
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, pray that your group comes in rested from their Christmas break and ready to engage in conversation. Pray that they would begin to understand the role they can play in taking ownership of their own self-control with the power of the Holy Spirit working in their hearts.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Offering container, paper, pencil, timer or mobile device
What You Do:

· Invite kids to put their offering in the offering container as they arrive.
· Gather kids in a circle.

· Ask kids to create a list of things that help keep us safe. 
· Encourage them to write down as many things as they can. You can give them a time limit (one or two minutes). 
· Allow kids to take turns reading one thing from their lists. Similar to the game Scattergories®, if there are any duplicates, kids should mark those off of their lists. 
· The person with the most original items remaining on his or her list is the winner!

2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Cardboard boxes, beach balls and/or NERF™ balls (optional)
What You Do:

· Divide your group into two teams.
· Give each team an equal number of cardboard boxes. 
· Explain that teams will compete in a game similar to dodge ball. 
· To play:

· Teams build walls using the cardboard boxes. 
· Instruct teams to build their walls so they provide protection from the beach balls being launched by their opponents.

· The goal is to hit their opponents with a beach ball. 
· Every time you hit someone on the opposing team, you score a point for your team. 
· Once a beach ball hits the ground, kids can retrieve it to throw it again.

· Knocking down the opponent’s wall (with a thrown beach ball) is allowed. 
· Teams cannot rebuild their walls.

· Explain you are the game master and have final say if teams earn a point or not. 
· Keep track of each team’s score. The first team to accumulate 10 points wins.

· Optional: Play again and allow teams to rebuild their walls during the game.

What You Say:

“Standing behind a wall was definitely safer than not. It offered you protection from incoming beach balls. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear what else can keep you safe.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Index cards, pencils
What You Do:
· Give each kid two index cards and a pencil.
· Ask kids to write on each index card one of the following:

· A situation when it is hard to have self-control 

· An example of when you should do something but you don’t really want to do it
· As a group, review the examples. Potential discussion questions could be:

· What do the examples have in common?
· What emotions or feelings make it harder to have self-control? 
· What situations could make it harder to have self-control? 

2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Bibles, clothespins, rubber bands, index cards from the Take a Snapshot Activity
What You Do:

· Read Proverbs 25:28.
· Discuss the verse. 
· Why would walls be important to a city? How do walls protect a city?

· Why is a lack of self-control compared to a city that has its walls destroyed?

· What does self-control protect? How does self-control protect you? 

· Hand out the clothespins and instruct students to clip a clothespin to each index card and stand them up on a flat surface.
· Give each kid a rubber band.

· Ask kids to select one of the index cards by shooting a rubber band at the card to knock it down. Kids keep whichever index cards they knock down.
· Then encourage kids to work in pairs to create a plan to help them have self-control in the situation on the index cards they selected. 
· Is there something they can plan to do now to help remind them to have self-control? 
· What can they plan to do in the moment to have self-control?
· Give kids time to discuss their plans with the group. 
3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· Why is self-control important? Why can’t we just do whatever we want?

· When is it hard to have self-control?
· What are some consequences of losing control? 
· What are some benefits of having self-control?

· [Make it personal] Share an age-appropriate example of a time you lost control and what the consequences were. Encourage kids to share a time they lost control. What were the consequences of losing control?

4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Bibles, large sheet of butcher paper, glow in the dark paint, paintbrushes, and flashlights
What You Do:

· Pass out Bibles.
· Ask kids to look up the memory verse, 2 Peter 1:3a, and read it together. 
· Ask kids to paraphrase what the verse means in their own words. 

· What is God’s power?

· What is a godly life?

· Place a piece of butcher paper on the floor and gather kids around the paper.

· Ask: What does a godly life look like? If someone is striving to live a godly life, how do they act and talk?
· Instruct kids to paint their answers on a mural using glow in the dark paint. If kids need prompting, suggest they look up Galatians 5:22-23.
· If necessary, “power up” the glow paint by shining a flashlight directly onto it.
· Turn off the lights and read what kids wrote. 
· Turn on the lights and lead a time of discussion. Potential discussion questions could be:
· What did we have to do before we could read the words in the dark? (“power up” or charge the paint with a light source)
· How do we power up or charge our lives with God’s power? How do we tap into God’s power?
· How did the words look different after we gave them light power?
· How should we look different when we have God’s power? How does a godly life look? (Refer to the words kids wrote on the butcher paper.)
· What does this verse say about God? 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Mural from the Bible Story Extension Activity
What You Do: 

· Place the mural on the floor and ask kids to gather around it.
· Turn off the lights.

· Ask kids to read over the examples of what a godly life looks like. 
· Is there an example that jumps out at them? 
· Maybe it is an area where they are thankful for God’s guidance to help them live a godly life. 

· Maybe there is an area they struggle with having self-control. 
· Maybe they never considered what a godly life looks like and they want God’s help to intentionally follow His ways.
· Encourage kids to silently pray to God. It can be a prayer of thanks, a prayer of praise acknowledging that God will give them what they need, maybe a prayer for God’s assistance to experience self-control in a specific area, or simply a prayer asking God to show them where they need to turn to Him. 
· Close the time with prayer.

What You Say:
“God, You give us Your power to live a godly life. You tell us the importance of self-control; You tell us self-control protects us just like walls protect a city. God, open our eyes and ears to stay focused on Your desires for our lives and to choose Your ways. God, when we are struggling, remind us of your Word and Your power that gives us what we need to lead a godly life, a life focused on You. Amen” 
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