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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Gotta Serve Somebody
Bible Story: Gotta Serve Somebody (Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet) • John 13:1-17
Bottom Line: Serve others because of what Jesus did for us.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· An offering container

· Print the “Check Please” Activity Page; one for each kid
Note: For extra fun, you could purchase a guest check pad like this: http://a.co/d/diLHAZP.
· Pens or pencils; one for each kid
Water Race
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
· Cut 11x14-inch pieces of parchment paper; one for each kid
· Pipette dropper
· Cup of water
· Drinking straws; one for each kid

· Permanent markers; one for every two kids
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
1. Pin the Sponge
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Print the “Pin the Sponge” Activity Page; two for each small group
· Sponges cut into one-inch strips; one strip for each kid
· Painter’s tape

· Blindfolds or bandanas; one for each kid
· Duct tape
2. Service Up 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· Paper diner hats (such as http://a.co/d/cj6rh7a); one for each kid 
· Print the “Service Up Labels” Activity Page on Avery® labels 5164 or equivalent; one label for each kid

· Markers

· Optional: Decorating materials such as stickers or stamps

3. The First Shall be Last
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Paper plates or pieces of construction paper; one for each kid
Alternate option: You could use masking tape instead for a more cost effective option.
· Music player (such as a smart phone) and some upbeat music
Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Gotta Serve Somebody
Bible Story: Gotta Serve Somebody (Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet) • John 13:1-17
Bottom Line: Serve others because of what Jesus did for us.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids understand that we serve others because of what Jesus did for us. Pray that God will show them that to be first, you must be last. Ask God to give you insight on how to show them what this can look like in their lives.

1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: Offering container, “Check Please” Activity Pages, pens or pencils
What You Do:

· Collect kids’ offerings as they arrive.

· Give each kid a check and a pen or pencil.
· Ask, “If you could order any food from any restaurant, what would it be?”
· Instruct them to write down everything they would love to order on their check.
· Encourage them to share their ideas aloud with the group.
2. Water Race
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Parchment paper sheets, pipette dropper, cup of water, permanent markers, straws
What You Do:

· Encourage kids to find a partner.
· Give each pair of kids a sheet of parchment paper, two straws, and a permanent marker.

· Ask them to draw a starting line and finish line on their sheet of paper with the marker.

· Explain that you will come around and place two drops of water near their starting line (using the pipette dropper and cup of water.)

· When you say, “Go,” the partners will take their straws and blow their dot of water from the starting line to the finish line.

· Whoever’s water spreads and reaches the finish line first is the winner!

· Tell kids that they may ask for more water when they want to attempt another round.
What You Say:

“Who won the most rounds of the water race? (Wait for hands to be raised.) That’s so awesome! I noticed it was a bit challenging to get the water drop to the finish line, but that was a pretty cool thing to watch in the end. [Transition] Today in Large Group, we are going to learn about someone who did something pretty amazing with water as well. What He did may seem challenging for us, but we will learn why it was worth it to Him. Let’s head over and find out what it was!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
* 1. Pin the Sponge
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: “Pin the Sponge” Activity Pages, sponge strips, blindfolds, painter’s tape, duct tape
What You Do:
· Tape two Activity Pages on a wall approximately two feet apart.
· Divide kids into two teams, and line them up at least 20 feet away from the Activity Pages. 
· Designate one picture for each team.
· Provide each kid with a blindfold, a sponge strip, and a small piece of duct tape.
· Instruct kids to make a loop out of their duct tape and stick it on one side of their sponge.

· Explain that when it’s their turn, they will blindfold themselves and attempt to walk down to their team’s picture and “pin” their sponge on the foot.

· The twist is, before they can walk down, you will ask a review question aloud. The kids at the front of each line race to raise their hands to be the first to answer. If they are first and get the question correct, they get to have a teammate help them walk down and pin their sponge in the right area. If the first kid gets the question wrong, the other kid gets a chance to ask for help from their team.

· The team with the most sponges on their team’s foot is the winner! 

· Continue until every kid has had a turn and all review questions have been answered. 

Review Questions:

1. Why were the disciples and Jesus together about to share a meal? (Celebrating Passover)
2. Who usually washed feet before a meal? (a servant)
3. What did Jesus do for His disciples? (Wash their feet)
4. What did Jesus wrap around his waist before washing the disciples’ feet? (Towel)
5. What did Jesus tell the others they should do for each other since He washed their feet? (They should wash each other’s feet)

6. What lesson did Jesus want the disciples to learn from washing their feet? (To serve others)

7. What does this story mean for us in our lives? (We can serve others too)
8. Does Jesus mean we have to literally wash people’s feet? (No, we can serve others in many ways)

9. How could we serve our friends like Jesus did?

10. Bonus Question: How could you serve someone this week?
What You Say:
“You all did a great job racing down to clean your team’s foot! Can you imagine how stinky the disciples’ feet were in our story today? (Allow time for responses.) Jesus didn’t care how dirty they were or how bad they smelled. He just wanted to serve them. We don’t need to be going around washing everyone’s feet, but let’s remember the example Jesus set for us and [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us.”
[Make It Personal] (Share a personal example of how you served someone because of how you were inspired by the way Jesus served others.)
2. Service Up
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Diner hats, labels, markers, decorating materials (optional)
What You Do:

· Give every kid a hat and a label.

· Encourage kids to place the label on one side of their hat.

· On the other side, ask them to write one way they will serve someone this week.
· Allow time for kids to decorate their hats.

· Instruct kids to sit in a circle. Encourage each to say share how they want to serve someone this week and what made them think of that idea.
What You Say:

“You all have the most creative ideas to serve people! One of the best ways we can continue to learn how to serve others is to study how Jesus did it. Can you think of other examples from the Bible of ways Jesus served others? (This may be a difficult question for your group, so allow time for them to process and come up with ideas.) He set the best example by all He did for us. We can always be inspired to [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us.”

3. The First Shall be Last 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Paper plates, construction paper, or masking tape, music player
What You Do:

· Read this month’s memory verse aloud together several times.

Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Mark in the list under “New Testament.” When the kids find Mark, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Mark. Help the kids find the page. When they find Mark, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 9. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 35 in chapter 9. 
· Make a line of paper plates/construction paper. Place them approximately one foot apart from each other. (Note: If using the masking tape option, make a line of X’s using the tape.)
· Encourage kids to find a plate and stand on it.
· Stand in front of the kid at one end of the line and discuss how this appears to be the front of the line. Then walk to the other end of the line and ask kids to face you. Explain that now THIS appears to be the front of the line. It depends on which way you are facing and where the leader is standing to determine which seat is last and which is first.

· Explain that you will be playing a game that is similar to musical chairs. You will play music on your phone. When you press pause and they hear the music stop, they will race to sit down on a seat. 

· Tell kids that the goal is to sit in the “last” seat, but that it is important to find any seat so they don’t get out of the game.

· The trick is, you will be switching which end is first and last every round that you play so they must guess which end you will choose!

· With every round, take away a seat so it gets more challenging and so they will be forced to decide if they want to take the chance of being “last” or if they just want to find a seat so they can stay in the game!
What You Say:

“In our memory verse, Jesus told His disciples that the person who doesn’t mind being last and puts others before themselves is the real winner. I don’t know about you, but I would rather be a winner in His eyes than win some silly game! Let’s remember to put our friends first this week and [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Ask kids to close their eyes and think of something Jesus has done for them that they are really thankful for.
· Together as a group, pray and thank Jesus for what He has done, and ask for help to live a life of service like Him.

What You Say:

“Jesus, we are so thankful for all You have done for us. There are so many wonderful things You’ve done, we wouldn’t ever be able to keep count. May the many ways You’ve served and loved others inspire us to do the same. Let us be reminded this week to [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us. We love You. We pray this in Your name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, have each kid take off their diner hat and hold it up high. Prompt each kid to share how they are going to serve someone this week and remind them that they can [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us.
Chief Executive Officer


Reggie Joiner





Director of Messaging


Kristen Ivy





Director of Children’s Strategy


Mike Clear





Creative Team


Molly Bell


Elloa Davis


Elizabeth Hansen


Brandon O’Dell


Greg Payne


Phil Pierce


Dan Scott


Mike Tiemann


Jon Williams





Contributing Writers


Jodi Blackwell


Becky Jarrett


Rachael Macaluso


Erin Mashaw


Julie Tiemann


Adam Walsh





Editors


Molly Bell


Dana Wilkerson





Illustrations & Graphic Design


Brian Bascle


Mike Davis


Sharon Van Rossum





Orange Specialists


Abbey Carr


Amy Fenton


Leslie Galema


Amy Grisham


Barbara Graves


Terri Jones


Misty Phillips


Stephanie Porter


Jackie Raihl


Phil Summers


Annette Stickney


Courtney Templeton


Gay Tucciarone





























Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, and other licensees to tailor 252 Kids® materials to fit their unique leadership requirements, locale and format preferences, and physical environment needs. However, if you wish to edit the content substantively, including Bible stories, learning activities, scripts, and any other content in which biblical principles and concepts are presented, you are obligated to do so within the doctrinal guidelines we’ve expressed in our Statement of Faith. These resources are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US copyright laws. ©2018 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 252 Kids® and the 252 Kids® logo are trademarks of Orange and the reThink Group.

















PAGE  
Classified - Internal use
10
©2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 


