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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Give a Little Bit
Bible Story: Give a Little Bit (Feeding 5,000) • John 6:1-13
Bottom Line: Use what you have to serve others.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
· An offering container
· Three brown paper lunch bags
· Three similar weight food items such as toy food or canned goods; put one in each bag
What to Serve
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· 25 (NIV) or 35 (NIrV) various toy food items, canned goods, or empty (and clean) food boxes or containers such as cereal boxes
· Prepare ahead of time by placing a piece of masking tape on each food item and writing one word of the memory verse on each piece. (Don’t forget the reference too!)

· Hide the food items around the room or space prior to the kids’ arrival. 

· Note: If you have multiple groups in the same room, choose one type of food item per group (cereal boxes, canned goods, mac and cheese, etc.). If you are unable to find enough of each food item, you could provide images of that food item instead of physical food.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Race to Feed the 5,000
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Print the “Race to Feed” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one fish and loaf of bread for each kid

· Two serving trays
Note: For a more cost effective option, you could use cardboard cut into a square or circle, clipboards, or cookie sheets.
· Two paper plates
· Masking tape
* 2. Serving Picture Charades 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· White paper; one piece for each kid
· Two clipboards
· Markers
3. Memory Verse Mixer
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Food items from the “What to Serve” Social activity
4. Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Give a Little Bit
Bible Story: Give a Little Bit (Feeding 5,000) • John 6:1-13
Bottom Line: Use what you have to serve others.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help you show them that they can use whatever they have to serve others. Pray that God will lay it on their hearts to serve the people in their lives with what they have been given. Ask Him to help them have faith to give what they have to serve others and that they can trust Him to ultimately be the provider. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Brown paper bags with food items
What You Do:

· Collect kids’ offerings as they arrive. 
· Encourage kids to sit in front of you and the bags as they arrive.
· Explain that you will open one bag to reveal what food item is inside, and then you will scramble the bags repeatedly so they won’t be sure which bag that food item is in.

· The goal is for them to guess which food item is in what bag.
· Continue as time and interest allow. If you wish, you can allow kids to try scrambling the bags. 
2. What to Serve
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Various prepared food items hidden around the room
What You Do:

· Encourage each kid to find two hidden food items.
· When kids have returned from the hunt, ask each of them to think up a meal using the two items they found.

· After you are finished, tell the group to go hide the food items they found.

· Note: If you share your space, you might not want to ask kids to hide the items. Instead, make sure they find ALL of the items before you go to Large Group. Set the items aside to use again later.
What You Say:

“It was a bit challenging to come up with a whole meal using only two items, wasn’t it? If you could only eat two things for the rest of your life, what would they be? (Allow time for responses and ideas.) Great ideas! I’m not sure I could make that many meals with only two things. [Transition] Today in Large Group, we are going to learn about a HUGE meal that was made using only 2 things too. Can you believe that? Let’s go check out what it was!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Race to Feed the 5,000
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: “Race to Feed” cutouts (Activity Page), masking tape, serving trays, paper plates
What You Do:
· Divide your group into teams of two.
· Give each team a serving tray, a plate, and one fish and one bread cutout for each kid on the team.

· Mark a starting line using masking tape. 

· Mark a finish line using masking tape on the opposite side of your space.

· Explain that the first person in line must put a piece of bread and a fish on their plate and place the plate on their serving tray. They will then answer a review question (you may have to repeat each question if players don’t return at the same time), carry their serving tray to the finish line, drop off their food on the other side, and race back to let the next person in line have a try. 
· Explain that if they drop their food, they must pick it up and continue racing.

· The first team to drop off all their food is the winner!

Review Questions:

1. How many people needed to be fed? (More than 5,000)
2. What did Jesus tell the disciples? (To figure out how to feed the people)
3. How did the disciples react? (They did not think they would be able to find food for that many people)

4. Who did Jesus use to feed the people? (A young boy)
5. What did he use to feed the people? (The boy’s lunch)
6. What was in the boy’s lunch? (Two fish and five loaves of bread)
7. What did Jesus do before he fed everyone? (He thanked God)
8. What happened to the food? (It got multiplied; it increased)
9. Did they have enough food, and was there any left? (Yes, there were leftovers)
10. What does this story mean for me and you? (We can use what we have to serve others)
What You Say:
“What do you think Jesus was thinking about when He decided to feed 5,000 people with the loaves of bread and a few fish? He seemed pretty calm about it all! He knew we could [Bottom Line] use what you have to serve others. I know it sometimes feels like we need to have more in order to serve and give things away. Maybe for you, you wish you had more time. Maybe you don’t think you can afford to let go of that toy you love so much or give up an hour of playing video games. But here’s the thing: God wants us to use what we have to serve others! I don’t know about you, but I am honored He wants to use me to serve people. That’s a pretty cool thing.”
[Make It Personal] (Share a personal example of how God used you had to serve someone in a really cool way.)
2. Serving Picture Charades
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
What You Need: Paper, clipboards, markers
What You Do:

· Divide your group into two teams. The person with the birthday closest to today can go first for that team.
· Have the first person from each team play “Rock, Paper, Scissors” to see which team will start.
· Give the person going first a clipboard, marker, and paper. From the list below, whisper one “person” to them. Have them draw the person along with how they can serve them.

1. Mom

2. Mail carrier 

3. Garbage collector 

4. Teacher 

5. Coach

6. Sister 

7. Neighbor 

8. Friend

9. New kid at school

10. Teammate 

· Explain that their team must guess who the person is and how they are serving them to win a point for the team. If they can’t guess within one minute, the other team gets one chance to guess.

· The team with the most points wins.

· Make sure that each kid gets a turn to draw.

What You Say:

“You all made the most out of what you had to help your team guess your mystery service project! What a great reminder about all the ways we can serve people. You don’t have to have a million dollars or all the toys or time in the world to meet people’s needs. You can [Bottom Line] use what you have to serve others. Think about it. What do you have at your house right now that you can serve others with? (Allow time for responses.) Those are great ideas! This week, let’s serve others with what we have and do some awesome things around us. I can’t wait to hear your stories next week!”
3. Memory Verse Mixer 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Items from “What to Serve” activity
What You Do:

· Review the memory verse together.

· Encourage your small group to hunt for all the missing food items around the room. 
· Explain that their memory verse words are written on each item, and they must put the words in order to form their memory verse.
What You Say:

“That was a long, mixed-up memory verse. You guys must be practicing at home, because you did an excellent job putting it in order! Speaking of order, what does our verse say about being first and last? (Allow kids time to think and explain in their own words.) Yes! Great explanations. We can always learn to put others’ needs before our wants and to [Bottom Line] use what you have to serve others.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Ask kids to think of one thing that takes up a lot of their time that isn’t a need in their life but more of a want. It could be something they choose to do or play with, like a toy, video games, TV, etc.
What You Say:

“God, we thank You so much for being our provider. This week, I ask that You help us think of how we can use our time and resources to serve the people around us. Instead of watching TV or playing video games, maybe we can use what we have to serve others. Help us to have a constant desire to help the world around us so that many can hear about You. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, ask each kid who they got to serve in the serving charades activity. Remind them to [Bottom Line] use what you have to serve others this week.
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