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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Gotta Serve Somebody
Bible Story: Gotta Serve Somebody (Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet) • John 13:1-17
Bottom Line: Serve others because of what Jesus did for us.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
GET READY
Prepare ahead of time for kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· An offering container
Wet Feet, Dry Feet
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
· The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss
Note: If no one in your church has a copy available, look for the book at your local library and check it out before your session, or download a digital copy. 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Clean Feet 
[Talk About God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· Print the “Clean Feet” Activity Page on cardstock; one for each kid
· Make 12-16 oz. batches of tinted water by diluting liquid watercolor or by dissolving bits of watercolor paint cakes in hot water. 

· Sturdy bowls (such as mixing bowls)
· Washcloth scraps; one for each kid

· Plastic tablecloth (to protect your work area)
* 2. Who? How? 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Print the “Who?” and “How?” Activity Pages on cardstock; cut out and assemble and shown; one of each for each small group
3. Servant of Everyone 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· Bibles; for Kindergarteners, mark Bibles at Mark 9:35

· Music player (such as a smart phone) and worship music
· Washcloth

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Gotta Serve Somebody
Bible Story: Gotta Serve Somebody (Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet) • John 13:1-17
Bottom Line: Serve others because of what Jesus did for us.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to help kids understand that we serve others because of what Jesus did for us. Pray that God will show them that to be first, you must be last. Ask God to give you insight on how to show them what this can look like in their lives.

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Guide kids to place their offerings in the container.

· Lead kids in a few rounds of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes.” Sing the song below while kids touch the corresponding body parts. Add fun by varying your pace and by leading kids to use different voices: whisper, mouse, slo-mo, and “underwater.”
Head and shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes.

Head and shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes.

Eyes and ears and mouth and nose.

Head and shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes.

· NOTE: If you have primarily older kids (or if your kids are really familiar with the song), increase the challenge by progressively omitting words and substituting hums. End by saying only “toes.” 

2. Wet Feet, Dry Feet
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss
What You Do:

· Read the book to the kids, or invite volunteers to read. 

· As you go, keep interest high by guiding kids to stomp their left and right feet accordingly. You can also invite them to show slow feet, quick feet, trick feet, and sick feet while staying in place.
· NOTE: If you don’t have access to The Foot Book, guide kids to name (and show) things they can do with their feet: stomp, tiptoe, hop, wiggle their toes, walk on their heels, dance, etc. 
What You Say:

“Whew! That’s a LOT of feet! Do you ever have fuzzy fur feet? Low feet? High feet? (Turn to the wet feet, dry feet page.) Do you ever have wet feet? (Pause.) Do you ever have dirty feet? [Transition] In our Bible story today, we’ll hear about a time when some people had dirty feet, then wet feet, and finally dry feet. Let’s go learn more.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Clean Feet 
[Talk About God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Tinted water, bowls, washcloth scraps, plastic tablecloth, “Clean Feet” Activity Pages
What You Do:
· Cover your work area with plastic. 
· Use prompting questions to briefly review the Bible story.

· What did Jesus do for His disciples? (Wash their feet)
· What did Jesus wrap around His waist before washing the disciples’ feet? (Towel)
· Give each kid a “Clean Feet” Activity Page and a washcloth scrap. Set the bowls where kids can reach them and pour in the tinted water.
· Demonstrate how kids can dip their washcloths in the water, carefully wring them out, and pat them on their papers to “wash” the feet. 
· As kids “paint,” use the conversation below as a guide to unpack Jesus’ model of service.
What You Say:
“Do you think that cleaning feet was a job people liked to do? No! Cleaning feet was a dirty, stinky, yucky job! But even so, Jesus cleaned His disciple’s feet to show them that no matter what, they should serve others. And you know what? We should serve others, too. Because when we do, we show them how much we care for them and how much God loves them! 

“So what are some ways that you can serve others at home? (I can take out the trash; I can help my brother do his chores; I can help clean out our guinea pig cage; etc.) How can you serve others at school? (I can help clean up after lunch; I can pick up trash in my classroom; I can help wipe up spills; etc.) How else can you serve others? (Pause.) Great ideas! So this week, remember: [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us.”
* 2. Who? How?
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: “Who” and “How” dice (Activity Pages)
What You Do:

· Guide kids to get in a circle. 
· Show the dice and explain that one die shows WHO we can serve while the other shows HOW we can serve. 
· Invite two kids to roll the dice and identify the pictures rolled.
· Encourage the group to brainstorm ways they could serve that person with that item. Ask prompting questions if kids are stuck for ideas. 
What You Say:

“Being kind to people who need friends, helping people when they’re sick, or doing jobs we may not like to do are all GREAT ways we can [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us. [Make It Personal] (Tell kids how you plan to serve someone this week.) Who is someone YOU can serve this week? (Pause.) How can you serve them? (Pause.) So remember: [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us.”
3. Servant of Everyone 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: Bibles, washcloth, music
What You Do:

· Help kids look up the verse using the Bible navigation tips below. 
Finding verses with kindergartners: Guide children to open the Bibles to the marked page. Point to the word Mark at the top of the page as you say “Mark” aloud. Then guide children to find the big number 9 on the page. Explain that this is the chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the big 9 for the little 35; this is the verse number. Tell them to leave their finger on the verse as you read the verse aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together.

Finding verses with 1st graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Mark in the list under “New Testament.” You can help by telling them that Mark starts with the letters M-A. When the kids find Mark, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Mark. Help the kids find the page. When they find Mark, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 9. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 35 in chapter 9. 

· Unpack the truth that being a “servant of everyone” means that we should always be willing to help anyone, anywhere—even if it means doing something that we don’t like to do.

· Guide kids to sit in a circle. 

· Give one child the washcloth, and guide her to pass it around the circle as you begin the music.
· As kids pass the washcloth, lead them to say, “Be the servant of everyone,” one word at a time.
· Periodically stop the music when a child says “everyone.” Encourage that child to name someone they can serve this week. 
What You Say:

“Instead of having a servant wash His friends’ feet, Jesus took off his outer coat, wrapped a towel around his waist, knelt down, and washed his friends’ feet himself! Jesus loved His friends SO much that He was willing to do anything for them. 
“And you know what? You and I can serve others because of how Jesus served us. Sometimes we might serve others by doing things we don’t like to do, like picking up trash or setting the table or doing the dishes or even being kind to someone who’s been mean to us. But that’s the example Jesus gave us! So the thing to remember this week is this: [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Guide kids to gather around you.

· Lead them to stomp and hop in rhythm as you say: 

Left foot (stomp left foot)

Right foot (stomp right foot)

Feet, feet, feet (hop, hop, hop) 

How many, many feet you meet (quickly run in place)
· Repeat it two or three times.

· Then add variety by chanting at a variety of volumes and paces. 

· Bring the energy down by guiding kids to “shrink” and chant progressively quieter.
· Use the conversation below as a guide to lead kids into prayer.
What You Say:

(In a whisper) “Wow! Every day, you meet SO many feet: family feet, friend feet, classmate feet, neighbor feet, EVERYONE feet. And you know what? Every pair of feet is someone you can serve. You can serve your family, you can serve your friends, you can serve your classmates, you can serve your neighbors, you can be the servant of everyone! 

“So this week, remember how Jesus served His disciples by washing their feet, and remember to [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us. Let’s pray.
“Dear God, thank You so much for sending Jesus to save us. Thank You for the way He served His disciples and the example He set for us. Please help us to [Bottom Line] serve others because of what Jesus did for us. We love You. We pray this in Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to name one way they can serve others this week. 
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