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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Secret Service
Bible Story: Secret Service (Give in Secret) • Matthew 6:1-4
Bottom Line: Serve others without looking for applause.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
GET READY
Prepare ahead of time for kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· An offering container
Give in Secret
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Blindfold
· A small toy or other object
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3. 
1. Left Hand, Right Hand 
[Talk About God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· White paper plates; one for each kid
· Markers or crayons

2. Hold the Applause 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Print the “Hold the Applause” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group
· About 20 pieces of colorful construction paper; make sure 4 or 5 are yellow

· A die or spinner app

* 3. Copy Clap 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Bible marked at Mark 9:35
· Construction paper; one piece for each kid (can be the same pieces as the “Hold the Applause” game)

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Bible marked at Matthew 6
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Secret Service
Bible Story: Secret Service (Give in Secret) • Matthew 6:1-4
Bottom Line: Serve others without looking for applause.

Memory Verse: “Jesus sat down and called for the 12 disciples to come to him. Then he said, ‘Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last. They must be the servant of everyone.’” Mark 9:35, NIrV
Life App: Service—Lending a hand to help someone else
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray that God will give you meaningful examples to share with the kids of how you can serve others in secret. Ask God to give the kids a heart to serve others, not for applause, but to show them Your love. Help them to know that by doing so, they are loving and serving You. Help them understand that this is the best reward.

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Invite kids to place their offerings in the container. 
· Guide kids to sit in a line. (Kids who arrive as you play can join the end of the line.) 

· Whisper a tongue twister into the ear of the first child in line. You might say:
· Alien alligators ate ice cream on the airplane.

· Mini monsters munched marshmallows at the movies.

· Cute caterpillars chewed crunchy cupcakes in church.
· Each child whispers the phrase into their neighbor’s ear until it reaches the last child in line.
· The last child says the word or phrase out loud so everyone can hear it . . . and laugh at how much it’s changed!
2. Give in Secret
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Blindfold, small object 
What You Do:

· Choose one child to be “It” and invite her to come to the head of the group.

· Secure the blindfold over her eyes and direct her to sit with her hands together, palms up.
· Quietly give the object to a child in the group. 
· Lead him to sneak up to “It” (shhh!), place the item into her hands, and stealthily return to his seat. 
· Once he’s seated, direct “It” to remove her blindfold and guess who put the object in her hands. 
· HINT: If you have a very small group, allow “It” one or two guesses. If your group is larger, allow three or four. 
What You Say:

“You guys did a great job giving secretly and quietly! [Transition] In Large Group we’ll hear how Jesus wants us to give to others. Let’s go learn more.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Left Hand, Right Hand
[Talk About God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Paper plates, markers or crayons
What You Do:
· Briefly unpack the phrase “don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing.” Use the conversation below as a guide.

· Give each child a paper plate, and set out the markers. 

· Guide kids to trace both their left and right hands onto their plates multiple times, creating a colorful line tangle. 
· Kids can take their creations home as reminders to [Bottom Line] serve others without looking for applause.
What You Say:
“When Jesus said: “Be careful not to do good deeds in front of other people” (Matthew 6:1 NIrV), He meant that we shouldn’t serve others just to be noticed or liked. Instead, He said: “When you give to needy people, don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is doing” (Matthew 6:3 NIrV). That means that you should give in secret, and [Bottom Line] serve others without looking for applause or praise. 

“Take your paper plates home and let them remind you that God wants you to [Bottom Line] serve others without looking for applause.”
2. Hold the Applause 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Hold the Applause” cards (Activity Pages), construction paper, die or spinner app
What You Do:

· Set the construction paper on the floor in a serpentine line, spacing the yellow pieces randomly throughout.
· Guide kids to line up at one end. 
· Lead the first child to roll the die or spin the spinner and move the corresponding number of spaces. 
· If a child lands on a yellow space, invite him to draw a card from the stack and read it aloud. (Provide help as necessary.)
· The game ends when every child reaches the finish.
What You Say:

“Normally, when you draw a good card in a game, you get to move forward, you get bonus points, or you get some other kind of reward. But when it comes to serving others, Jesus doesn’t want you to serve so that you’ll get a reward. Jesus said: “Be careful not to do good deeds in front of other people. Don’t do those deeds to be seen by others” (Matthew 6:1 NIrV). Jesus wants you to give in secret without looking for a reward. Because when you give that way, you’re giving for the right reasons, and GOD rewards you! 
“So remember to [Bottom Line] serve others without looking for applause, because when you do, you’ll be rewarded by the One who matters most: God!”
* 3. Copy Clap 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Bible marked at Mark 9:35, construction paper
What You Do:

· Set the construction paper on the floor in a line, one for each kid.

· Guide kids to line up on the papers. 

· Invite a child to open the Bible to Mark 9 and read the verse aloud or say it from memory. 

· Lead the group to say/clap the verse with you. Clap once at your knees for single syllable words; twice at your waist for two syllable words; and three times above your head for three syllable words.
· After every three-syllable word, the child at the back of the line runs to the first position while the other kids move back one space. 

· Continue as time remains, but be sure to end while interest is still high. 

· Add variety by guiding kids to move on two syllable words OR on two AND three syllable words. 
What You Say:

“It’s easy for us to want to be noticed for the good things we do, but God wants us to think more about others than about ourselves; He wants us to [Bottom Line] serve others without looking for applause. That’s what Jesus meant when He said ‘the last will be first.’ 
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time when you served someone in secret. Tell how it affected both you and the person you served.) 
“When we focus more on serving others than on getting a reward, Jesus says that God will reward us, and that’s the best reward there is! So remember to [Bottom Line] serve others without looking for applause.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bible marked at Matthew 6
What You Do: 

· Guide kids to gather around you and think quietly about how they can serve someone this week without that person knowing it was them. Give an idea or two.
· Invite a child to open the Bible where marked. 

· Read Matthew 6:1-4 as a prayer over the kids. 

What You Say:

 “Lord, please help us find ways to do that this week. We love You. We pray this in Jesus’ name, amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to tell their parents today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] Serve others without looking for applause.
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