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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

I Won’t Back Down
Bible Story: I Won’t Back Down (Paul and Silas in Prison) • Acts 16:16-40

Bottom Line: You can choose joy when life gets hard.
Key Question: Why is it worth it to keep going?
Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· An offering container

· Rope or yarn; one and a half feet for each kid
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

· Three bowls of pudding
· Coins, fake or real; or beads or marbles; 10 for each container of pudding

· Spoons; one for each kid

· Three paper plates
Note: You can reuse the pudding for the Bible Story Extension Activity

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

· Slips of paper, three for each kid
· A container to hold the slips of paper
· Pencils

· Timer or mobile device

2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

· Pudding; enough to cover the bottom of two 9”x13” cookie sheets with a thin layer. (Note: You can reuse the pudding from the Get Your Head in the Game activity.)
· Plastic tablecloth
· “Pudding Pictionary Cards” Activity Page; one set for each small group

· Paper towels or wet wipes

3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· No supplies needed
· Optional: words associated with joy from Take a Snapshot Activity

4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· Bibles
· Two egg cartons 
· 24 dot stickers 
· Pencils or markers

· 24 Ping pong balls
· Timer or mobile device

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· Stickers from the Verse to Take with You Activity

Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
I Won’t Back Down
Bible Story: I Won’t Back Down (Paul and Silas in Prison) • Acts 16:16-40

Bottom Line: You can choose joy when life gets hard.
Key Question: Why is it worth it to keep going?
Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take some time to pray for your time together in group today. Pray that they would be able to connect with the content through the conversations that you engage in and the activities that you provide. Ask God to give you wisdom in choosing where to lead the discussion so that your kids would walk away from group with a deeper, more meaningful understanding of perseverance. 
1. Just for Fun
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Offering container, rope or yarn
What You Do:
· Invite kids to put their offering in the offering container as they arrive.

· Give kids a piece of rope or yarn.
· Challenge kids to tie a knot in the rope: 

· Without letting go of the ends

· With a partner, each only using one hand and not letting go of the ends
· Using only one hand

· Behind their backs, using one hand
· For a visual, search for “how to tie a knot with one hand” or “how to tie a knot without letting go.” 
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Bowls of pudding, spoons; coins, beads, or marbles; paper plate
What You Do:

· Divide the group into three teams.
· Give each team a bowl of pudding, spoons, and a paper plate.

· Mix 10 coins, beads, or marbles into each of the bowls.

· Explain:

· Teams will race, hunting for hidden objects in the pudding.
· Kids can only use a spoon to find and remove objects from the pudding. They may not touch the objects with anything except the spoons.
· Teams place the found objects on paper plates.

· The first team to remove 10 objects from the bowl of pudding wins. 
What You Say:

“You did a great job hunting for the hidden coins in the pudding. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear about something we should choose to look for and it is something worth finding.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Slips of paper, container, pencils, timer or mobile device
What You Do:
· Give kids three slips of paper.
· Instruct kids to write on each slip of paper a word or phrase they associate with joy. 
· For example: something you do that brings you joy, something you have that brings you joy, or how you show joy. 
· It is best if the words are nouns or verbs. 

· Place the slips of paper in a container.
· Divide the group into two teams.
· Explain teams will compete in a guessing game, similar to the game Fishbowl. 
· There will be three rounds. “Clue Givers” have one minute to get their team to guess as many words as possible. 
· Teams score a point for each word they guess correctly. 
· After each round, teams return the clues to the container. (Hint: Make sure kids are aware that the clues for each round are the same; therefore, if they make a mental note of the clues as they’re given, it’ll give them a leg up on the other team!)
· The rules for clue giving for each round are:  
· Round 1: The Clue Giver draws cards and gives verbal clues to their teams; teammates guess what word is on the card. Verbal clues cannot be “sounds like” or a clue as to how to spell the word, e.g. it starts with a “G.” 
· Round 2: Teams select a new Clue Giver. The Clue Giver draws cards and acts out clues for their team to guess the word on their slip of paper. Just like in charades, the Clue Giver cannot make a sound. 
· Round 3: Teams select a new Clue Giver. The Clue Giver draws cards and gives one-word clues to their teammates. 
· Potential words could be: singing, dancing, smiling, laughing, puppies, sports, hiking, nature, kittens, ice cream, family, friends, jumping for joy, etc.

2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Pudding, plastic tablecloth, cookie sheets, “Pudding Pictionary Cards” Activity Page, paper towels or wet wipes
What You Do:

· Divide the group into two teams.
· Give each team a cookie sheet.
· Place a plastic tablecloth on a flat surface, i.e. a table or floor.

· Dump the pudding in piles on the cookie sheets and have the kids keep the cookie sheets on the tablecloth.
· Ask each team to spread out the pudding to create a thin layer.

· Explain that they are going to play Pictionary, but instead of drawing pictures on paper, they will draw their picture in the pudding.

· To play:

· Each team selects a kid to be the “artist.”
· Explain all the “Pudding Pictionary Cards” are related to the Bible story.

· Show a “Pudding Pictionary Card” to the artist from each team.

· Both artists draw pictures in the pudding, trying to get their team to guess what is on the card before the other team does the same.
· Once a team guesses correctly, in order to get a point, they have to explain how the picture relates to the Bible story. 
Note: There could be more than one answer as to how the picture relates to the story. 
· Award points as teams relate the pictures to the story.
· Switch artists for each “Pudding Pictionary Card.”
· End on the word “Joy” and use it to review the story by digging more deeply.
· Ask:

· How did Paul and Silas show joy? 
· When did they show joy? Was it once they knew they would get out of jail? 
· Paul and Silas are beaten, in pain and in jail. Why was it worth it for them to keep going—to keep praising Jesus? 
· Life will be hard but we know God is with us always. Knowing God is with us, why is it worth it to refuse to give up even when it is hard? What does it tell others about our God when we choose joy even in difficult circumstances?
3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Optional: words associated with joy from Take a Snapshot Activity
What You Do:
Ask:
· Refer to the words associated with joy from the Take a Snapshot Activity. How could remembering what brings you joy help you keep going when things get hard? (This is an opportunity to talk about how being thankful for what God has given us can help us to have joy in difficult circumstances.)
· How does your attitude affect your ability to keep going even when things get hard? What does it show the world when we choose joy even in difficult circumstances?
· How have you seen someone else joyfully persevere through a really hard time? How did you feel, experiencing their attitude during their tough circumstances?
· Why is it worth it to refuse to give up even when it is hard? 
4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Bibles, egg cartons, dot stickers, pencils or markers, ping pong balls, timer or mobile device
What You Do:

· Read James 1:2-4.

· Divide the group into two teams.
· Give each team an egg carton, 12 dot stickers and 12 ping-pong balls.
· Tell teams to label each sticker with a different key word from the verses they just read. (If teams end up choosing basically the same words, that’s okay.)
· Then have the kids place the stickers into each space in the egg carton. 
· Explain teams will get 60 seconds to bounce the ping-pong balls into the egg slots in their egg cartons. The team with the most egg slots filled wins. 
· Ask the winning team to pick one of the stickers from their egg carton. 
· As a group, discuss the sticker selected. Use the following questions to dig more deeply:
· Define the word. For example: What does it mean to have your faith tested? Or to face trouble?
· If there is time, allow the other team to pick a sticker to discuss. 
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Stickers from the Verse to Take with You Activity
What You Do: 

· Encourage kids to pick a key word sticker from the egg cartons from the Verse to Take with You Activity. Encourage them to choose a word that means something to them or that they can relate to.

· Maybe they are struggling with a difficult situation.
· Maybe their family is going through a tough time and they’re not sure they have the strength to keep going. 

· Pair kids up.

· Encourage kids share with each other why they picked the sticker they did. 
· Allow kids time to pray for each other, asking the Holy Spirit to help them to keep going and to have joy even when it is hard.
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