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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Runnin’ Down a Dream
Bible Story: Runnin’ Down a Dream (Great Commission and Spread of the Gospel) • Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1–2

Bottom Line: Keep going because God is with you.

Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for K-1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· An offering container

Keep Going
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Jenga® game 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Pass the Pie
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· One container of brown Play-Doh®
· Music and a way to play it; check out Orange Kids Music on Spotify or Apple Music
* 2. Spread the News 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Print the “Spread the News” Activity Page; one for each kid

· Markers
3. Get That New Strength
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
Note: Depending on the number of kids in the room, this activity could create a bottleneck. Consider enlisting the help of a couple extra volunteers, and coordinate the SGLs so they’re not all doing this activity at the same time. That way, the volunteers can rotate through the groups and help them keep things moving.
· Print the “Get That New Strength” Activity Page and cut apart; one strip for each kid

· Construction paper; one piece for each kid
· Paper towel tubes; one for each kid

· Markers; enough for group to share

· Strong tape
· Glue sticks; one for each kid

· Rice; two cups for each kid

· Funnel (with big enough opening for rice to make it through); 1

· Balloons; two for each kid

· Cut off the tips of every balloon (the part you blow into).
· Fun, decorative stickers (optional)
Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Kids’ newspapers from the “Spread the News” activity
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Runnin’ Down a Dream
Bible Story: Runnin’ Down a Dream (Great Commission and Spread of the Gospel) • Matthew 28:16-20; Acts 1–2

Bottom Line: Keep going because God is with you.

Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Ask God to bring the abstract concept of perseverance into your kids’ concrete world. Pray that kids would be able to recognize the areas of their lives where they tend to get overwhelmed and want to quit or give up. Ask God to provide them strength to push through. 

1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:

· As kids arrive, encourage them to place their offerings in the container and then sit in a circle.
· Choose a “ducker” and begin to play “Duck, Duck, Goose.”
· After each ducker runs around the circle, encourage them to answer the question: If you were going to run a long race, what would you want to bring with you?
· Continue until each kid has had a chance to be the ducker and answer the question.
2. Keep Going
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Jenga® game
What You Do:

· Encourage your group to sit in a circle around the Jenga game.
· Invite one kid at a time to attempt to pull out a block just as the Jenga instructions suggest.

· Play until the tower falls.

· Play again as time and interest allow.
What You Say:

“Well, that was a lot of fun, but I was SO nervous that I would be the one to make the tower fall! Did anyone else think it was hard to keep playing when you knew the tower was close to falling over? (Allow time for comments and responses.) [Transition] Today in Large Group, we are going to learn why we can always keep going no matter what obstacles lay in front of us!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Pass the Pie
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Brown Play-Doh, music and a way to play it
What You Do:

· Instruct your group to stand in a line so they’re looking at the back of the person in front of them.
· Explain that you are going to give the first person in line the “mud pie” (chunk of brown Play-Doh), and they are going to pass the pie over their head to the person behind them.
· That person will then pass it between their legs to the person standing behind them.

· Encourage everyone to keep passing over/under until the mud pie reaches the end of the line.

· Do a practice round before beginning the game so kids can understand the over/under concept.
· Tell kids that you will play music as they pass the pie, and when the music is paused, the person holding the pie must answer a question about today’s story. 

· The goal is to pass the pie fast enough so that you’re not holding it when the music stops!

· Continue as time and interest allow, or until all review questions are answered.

· Try not to stop the music on the same kid twice. 
Review questions:

1. What gift did Jesus say His followers were going to receive? (the Holy Spirit)
2. What command did Jesus give His followers? (go and make disciples; tell everyone else about Him)
3. What happened to Jesus after He gave them the command? (He went up into the sky)
4. Did anybody show up with the followers after Jesus went into the sky? (two angels)

5. What did the angels say? (Jesus will go to heaven, but He will come back the same way He left)
6. When Jesus’ followers left the mountain and went back to their house, what did they experience? (the Holy Spirit came)

7. What happened when the Holy Spirit came? (they started speaking in languages they had never spoken before)

8. What did Peter and the others do after this? (taught people about Jesus)

What You Say:

“Okay! Who never had to answer a question? (Allow time for kids to raise hands.) Wow! Then you, my friends, are some seriously fast passers of pie. You know, in today’s story we learned that God has asked us to pass on something way more awesome than a mud pie. He asked us to pass on the greatest story ever told: the gospel—the story of Jesus! There may be obstacles that we face or times when we get into sticky situations, but today we learned that we can always [Bottom Line] keep going because God is with you.”
[Make It Personal] (Share a personal example of how you persevered and told someone about Jesus even though there were obstacles that made it difficult or awkward.)
* 2. Spread the News
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: “Spread the News” Activity Pages, markers
What You Do:

· Talk with your group about what it means to persevere. 

· Ask if anyone knows how to tie their shoes. (If not, ask about other things that are difficult for kids that age to learn, such as writing their name or reading a short sentence.)

· Ask if learning those skills was hard, and what kids had to do in order to be successful. 

· Did they have to practice and do that skill over and over again? Did it take a long time? Did they have someone who helped them?

· Lead kids to think about something they need to persevere in right now. Maybe it’s tying their shoes if they haven’t learned that yet. Maybe it’s getting along with a sibling. Maybe it’s doing a chore or task until it’s finished, instead of stopping before the task is finished.

· Give every kid an Activity Page and markers.
· Encourage them to decorate their “newspaper” and to draw in one way they are going to keep going and persevere this week!

· If you have kids who haven’t identified where they need perseverance, continue the conversation with those kids as the rest of the group works on their newspapers.

What You Say:

“Who wants to share a way you are going to persevere this week with our group? (Allow time for kids to share.) What AMAZING ideas! Now, who wants to share one of the obstacles or things that may get in the way of you finishing? (Allow time for kids to share.) You know, no matter what comes up this week, our story reminded us today that we can [Bottom Line] keep going because God is with you. Each of the ideas you wrote down can be finished because God will help us! I can’t wait to hear next week about how you finished things strong this week!”
3. Get That New Strength 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Get That New Strength” strips (Activity Page), rice, construction paper, paper towel tubes, balloons, markers, tape, glue sticks, decorative stickers (optional)
What You Do:

· Read this month’s memory verse together several times.
Finding verses with kindergartners: Guide children to open the Bibles to the marked page. Point to the word Isaiah at the top of the page as you say “Isaiah” aloud. Then guide children to find the big number 40 on the page. Explain that this is the chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the big 40 for the little 31; this is the verse number. Tell them to leave their finger on the verse as you read the verse aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together.

Finding verses with 1st graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Isaiah in the list under “Old Testament.” You can help by telling them that Isaiah starts with the letters I-S. When the kids find Isaiah, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Isaiah. Help the kids find the page. When they find Isaiah, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 40. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 31 in chapter 40. 

· Give each kid a memory verse strip, a piece of construction paper, a paper towel tube, a marker, and a glue stick.

· Show kids how to roll the paper towel tube with construction paper and secure it tightly with tape. (Make sure to place a piece of tape on each end of the tube to secure the paper there as well as in the middle.)

· Encourage kids to glue their memory verse strip onto the middle of their tube and use the markers to decorate their tube.

· While kids are gluing and decorating, help each kid stretch one of the balloons around the bottom of the tube and secure it with tape.

· Once the bottom is secure, place the funnel at the top of the tube, and pour two cups of rice into the tube. 

· Secure the top of each tube with a balloon and tape just like you did the bottom.

· Once each kid has created their “weight,” tell them you are going to stand up together and practice perseverance!

· Encourage kids to lift their weight up and down with one arm as they recite the first piece of the memory verse today.

· Continue lifting weights and reciting the memory verse as time and interest allow.
What You Say:

“I’ve never raced in a mud run before, but I can imagine it takes a whole lot of training! Training helps athletes prepare their bodies so they aren’t too tired to finish what they set out to do. Our verse today tells us that when we trust in the Lord, we can be like an athlete who never gets tired no matter how difficult the race. God desires to help us run the race HE has set before us and He reminds us that no matter how hard, rough, or muddy it gets, we can always [Bottom Line] keep going because God is with you.”

Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Kids’ newspapers from “Spread the News” activity
What You Do: 

· Encourage your group to sit in a circle and think about the things they want to persevere through this week.
· Let kids refer to the newspapers they made.
What You Say:

“God, we thank You that we get to be a part of spreading the best news ever! When times get hard or tough situations arise, we pray that Your Spirit will help us and give us the encouragement we need to keep going. Remind us when we grow tired that we can keep going because You are with us.”
As adults arrive to pick up, let each kid display their newspaper. Ask them how they want to persevere this week. Remind kids that they can keep going because God is with them.
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