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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

I Won’t Back Down
Bible Story: I Won’t Back Down (Paul and Silas in Prison) • Acts 16:16-40
Bottom Line: You can choose joy when life gets hard.
Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

GETTING READY

1. Opener/Closer

What You Need:

· Host
· Two whole small groups (including the Leaders)

· Athletic clothes and a race bib for the Host to wear (like last week)
· Piece of paper with the “race update” written on it (see script)
· Two five-gallon buckets filled with “mud”
· “Mud” (watered-down chocolate pudding)
· One five-gallon bucket filled with water
· Small, magnetic letters like you’d put on a refrigerator (you’ll need a large number of letters for each “mud” bucket, including multiples of vowels and frequently used consonants)
· Two magnetic boards for the kids to spell their words
· Two disposable ponchos for the Leaders (optional)
· Two tarps or drop cloths to catch excess “mud”
· Host’s phone
· Wet wipes
Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· “Eye of the Tiger” karaoke track
Large Group Visuals: 
· Theme Slide

· Perseverance Slide

· Blank Bottom Line Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop Video

· Countdown Video

· Theme Video

· Life App Video

· Life App Transition to Theme Video
What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
· Write down the scripted “race update” text on a piece of paper.
· Fill two buckets with “mud” (watered-down chocolate pudding) and one bucket with water.

· Place the magnetic letters in the “mud” buckets—making sure there are plenty of vowels and common consonants in each bucket.
· Set up the two “mud” buckets on one side of the stage, with a tarp underneath.

· Set up the magnetic boards and the water bucket (with a tarp underneath) on the other side of the stage. Make sure the magnetic boards are facing away from the audience.
· Be sure to keep the game props, because you’ll use them again later in the month.
· Remember to create a video for Week Four of the Host doing a mud run (optional).
2. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Storyteller
· Lots of kid volunteers
· Bible
· Prop bin
· Two simple plastic megaphones; one with a P and one with an S written on the side
· Two rolled-up sleeping bags
· Four PVC pipes (i.e. jail bars)

· Flashlight

· Pizza box (empty)

· Party blower

· Confetti
Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· SFX: Wah-wah-wah
· “Every Beat” by Orange Kids Music, starting at 0:39
· “Celebration” by Kool & the Gang, starting at 0:32
Large Group Visuals:
· Blank Bottom Line Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
· Download the weekly SFX and have them ready to use.
· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. 
· Put all the props in the bin.
· Cue up the songs to start at the indicated times. You can set the start times in iTunes by going to Edit / Song Info / Options.
3. Worship

What You Need:

· Worship Leader(s)

Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· “Anything Ever” from At the Top of My Lungs
· “Our God Is Stronger” from Every Beat (On the Get Reel 2.0 DVD there is a Live Loud video you can show to help teach and encourage worship in our everyday lives. Consider using this segment before doing “Our God Is Stronger.”)

· “Our God” from Jesus Music Box
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· “Anything Ever” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video (available through AmberSkyRecords.com)
· Live Loud Video from Get Reel 2.0 (available through the 252 Media Package)
· “Our God Is Stronger” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)
· “Our God” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video (available through AmberSkyRecords.com)
What You Do:

· Download all songs (available on AmberSkyRecords.com) and have them ready to use.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
Additional Resources for Large Group
FEATURE PRESENTATION: Creative video options designed to pair with the 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum. Available for purchase through Store.ThinkOrange.com.
Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.
Included in Feature Presentation:

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Intro and Outro videos set up the Bible story and then connect it to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.
· 252 Movie presents the So & So Show, where two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens. It’s interchangeable with the live Opener, Story, and Closer in our 252 Kids scripts. Consider using if you’d like to create a separate Preteen environment, or if you have a majority of older kids in your K-5th grade room.
I Won’t Back Down
Bible Story: I Won’t Back Down (Paul and Silas in Prison) • Acts 16:16-40
Bottom Line: You can choose joy when life gets hard.

Memory Verse: But those who trust in the Lord will receive new strength. They will fly as high as eagles. They will run and not get tired. They will walk and not grow weak. Isaiah 40:31 (NIrV)
Life App: Perseverance—Refusing to give up when life gets hard
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

CG: Theme Slide

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop Video 
Host enters, wearing athletic clothes and a race bib. He has lots of energy.
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown 30- or 60-second version)
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme 
SFX: “Eye of the Tiger” karaoke track
Opener

HOST: “Hello, everyone! We are one week closer to my mud run! I’ve been training really hard all week. I know I’m going to need some extra perseverance to pull this off.
CG: Perseverance Slide
Optional Video (Media Package): Life App 
“Perseverance is refusing to give up when life gets hard.
Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme 
“There’s one thing that I don’t want to do during this race, and that’s give up. No matter how tough or how muddy it is, I WILL keep going! Hey, and this week I got an update about a new part of the race. I’ve got it right here.
Take out the piece of paper and read it.
(Reading) “‘We are excited to announce that this year’s mud run will contain a new challenge—a vocabulary enrichment portion.’ (Look up, confused) Vocabulary enrichment? In a mud run? (Reading) ‘You will be tasked with finding letters in a mud pit and spelling out the longest word you can come up with given the category. Spelling counts, so make sure you spell it correctly.’
“Huh. That was a twist I didn’t see coming. Well, spelling isn’t exactly my greatest strength, so I think we need another practice session up here. That way you can show me how it’s done and I can really dig into my training this week. Let me get two whole small groups up here to help me.
Host selects two older small groups (including their Leaders) and brings them on stage.
Move the Leaders over to the two buckets of “mud.” Have the kids stand on the other side of the stage, in front of the two magnetic boards, with the bucket of water close by. The magnetic boards should be facing away from the audience so the audience can’t see what the kids are spelling until the final reveal.
“Here is how this is going to work. The Small Group Leaders are going to be the ones digging in our buckets of mud for letters. One at a time, a kid from each group will race over to get a letter from their Leader. You have to take turns—like a relay race—and you can only carry one letter at a time. You’ll take the letter back to your group and dunk it in the water bucket to clean it off. Then your whole group will start thinking about the longest word they can come up with using the letters you’ve got.
“Once you have a word in mind, you can tell your Leader to look for certain letters to finish it up. You can change your word all the way up until the end, but when the timer goes off, you’ve got to show us whatever word is on your board. Remember, you want the longest word possible. You’ll earn one point for each letter you use. And if you spell the word wrong, it doesn’t count, so be careful!
“Contestants, are you ready? Choose one person to go first to run and get a letter from your Leader. Then take turns, and work together to bring home the victory! On your marks, get set, GO!
Set a 60-second timer on your phone.

SFX: “Eye of the Tiger” karaoke track
Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (60-second version)
Keep an eye on the kids’ progress. If they have some decent words formed in the 60-second time frame, go ahead and end the game as planned (giving them a countdown from 10). But keep the game going if they need more time. When the timer ends, have the groups turn their boards around to reveal their words. Read their words out loud and calculate the points to determine the winner.
“Wow! Congratulations to our winners. You can all go back to your seats.
Give the Leaders wet wipes to clean up, and let them throw their ponchos away. Dismiss all contestants to their seats.
“Now everybody jump up on your feet and get ready to sing to God!”

Worship Leaders enter. Host takes a minute to clear the stage and then exits.
Worship

WORSHIP LEADER: “Good stuff. Today we get to sing and celebrate God together. Let’s choose to sing with joy because His love is better than anything ever. Everybody sing with me.”

SFX: “Anything Ever” / track 5 from At the Top of My Lungs

Optional Video: “Anything Ever” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music 
WORSHIP LEADER: “Yeah, nothing is better than God’s love! You guys are rocking it so far. Before we continue in worship, everybody watch this.”
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud video from Get Reel 2.0 DVD
WORSHIP LEADER: “In Psalm 81:1, it says: ‘Sing joyfully to God! He gives us strength.’ (NIrV) Today we can sing with joy because we know that our God is stronger than anything. Don’t hold back your praises today. Let’s sing this loud!”
SFX: “Our God Is Stronger” / track 6 from Every Beat
Optional Video (Media Package): “Our God Is Stronger” Dance Moves Music 
WORSHIP LEADER: “Yes, He is. There is no one like our God! He does the impossible. He is greater than anything. Keep lifting up His name in worship as we sing.”
SFX: “Our God” / track 6 from Jesus Music Box
Optional Video: “Our God” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music 
Storyteller enters as Worship Leaders exit.
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide
Setting up the story
STORYTELLER: “Hello, friends. Today I want to tell you about two guys who showed some big-time perseverance. (Hold up Bible.) Their names were Paul and Silas.
“And you know what? I need your help. I need two of you to play Paul and Silas, and I’ll need some more of you to play some more parts in a minute. First, who wants to be Paul and Silas?
Choose two kids to be Paul and Silas. Give each of them a megaphone—one with a P and one with an S.
“Paul and Silas were followers of Jesus, and they went on journeys to different places to tell people about Jesus. One day, Paul had a vision of a man begging them to come to Macedonia. Paul knew this vision was from God, so he and Silas and a few more companions immediately set off for Macedonia.
Run in place while looking at Paul and Silas, to get them to run in place, too.

“Once they got there, they began sharing about Jesus, and people who lived there began to believe. One of those people was a woman named Lydia who offered them a place to stay.
Bring up a girl and hand her the two rolled-up sleeping bags. Cue her to give the sleeping bags to Paul and Silas. Then cue her to head back to her seat. Cue Paul and Silas to set the sleeping bags down.
Paul and silas thrown in jail
STORYTELLER: “One day, a servant girl began to follow Paul and Silas.
Bring up an older girl (one who you know won’t be embarrassed to play an annoying character).
“She really annoyed them. She kept yelling: These men serve the Most High God! (Acts 16:17, NIrV) and things like that over and over again. It began to sound like this.

SFX: Wah-wah-wah
“You see, she was controlled by a spirit that didn’t come from God. Paul and Silas tried to ignore her at first, but she wouldn’t leave them alone.
SFX: Wah-wah-wah
“Paul finally had enough and commanded the spirit to leave her, and it did. She was now free from the control of this spirit. She was thrilled!
Cue the girl to head back to her seat.
“But her bosses weren’t so happy.

Bring up two kids to be the bosses.

“They were like, ‘Hold up, wait a minute!’
Wave your arms. Cue the bosses to mimic you.

“You see, they used this servant girl and the spirit controlling her to make money. So they grabbed Paul and Silas and took them to face the city judges. Paul and Silas were ordered to be whipped—ouch!—and put into jail.”
Cue the bosses to head back to their seats. Give two PVC pipes (each) to Paul and Silas. Cue them to hold up the pipes in front of their faces like jail bars.
Jailhouse rock
STORYTELLER: “Okay, I need some more helpers to be walls of the jail. Let me get a whole small group up here. Paul and Silas, you can sit down right where you are.
Bring up an entire small group. Have them put their arms around each other and form a circle around Paul and Silas (who will no longer be visible).
(To the Leader of the group) “[Leader’s name], I need you to be the jailer and keep an eye on the situation. (Do the ‘I’m watching you’ motion.)
“Okay. Try to think about how Paul and Silas might have felt to be thrown into jail. You’d think they would have been feeling pretty sad and hopeless. But not these two guys! They started PRAYING, and the other prisoners heard them. Then they began to sing songs of praise to God! In fact, I think I can hear them now.

SFX: “Every Beat” by Orange Kids Music, starting at 0:39 
Nod along to the beat of the song, holding your hand to your ear like you’re listening to Paul and Silas inside the “jail.” Start talking again as the chorus ends (after “Every beat is calling out Your name”).
“As Paul and Silas sang songs to God, the earth began to shake. (To the ‘jail’ kids) Jail walls, go ahead and sway to the beat. The doors of the jail flew open and everyone’s chains came loose! (To the ‘jail’ kids) Let’s see that jail break apart!
Cue the “jail” kids to break apart so that Paul and Silas are visible again.
SFX: Fade out “Every Beat”
(Nod to the Leader) “When the jailer realized what had happened, he was afraid that his prisoners had escaped and that he would be in serious trouble. But Paul shouted: Don’t harm yourself! . . . We are all here! (Acts 16:28, NIrV)
“Listen to what happened next.
Open the Bible to Acts 16:29-31 (NIrV) and read.

“The jailer called out for some lights. He rushed in, shaking with fear.

Turn on the flashlight and hand it to the Leader.
“He fell down in front of Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out. He asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus. Then you and everyone living in your house will be saved.” 
Paul and silas go to the jailer’s house
STORYTELLER: “Okay. (To the group of kids still on stage) Now I need two of you to make the shape of a house. The rest of you will be the jailer’s family, so see if you can find a way to cram inside.

Give the kids a few seconds to get in place. Make sure the two kids making the house stand up straight and angle their arms to make a roof.
“The jailer cleaned up Paul and Silas’s wounds. Then he took them to his home and fed them a meal.
Cue the Leader, Paul, and Silas to go over to the “house” of kids. Give the pizza box to the Leader, so he can give it to Paul and Silas.

“Paul and Silas then shared the news of Jesus with the jailer and his whole family. And guess what. Every single person in his family became a believer in Jesus that day. (To the kids) Family, I think that’s something to celebrate!
SFX: “Celebration” by Kool & the Gang, starting at 0:32
Blow a party blower and throw some confetti at the kids on stage. Dance around like crazy and get them to join in.

SFX: Fade out “Celebration”
Cue the small group of kids (and Leader) to head back to their seats.

“In the morning, the city judges sent orders to release Paul and Silas quietly. They knew that they were wrong to jail them, and they didn’t want to draw any attention to the situation. Paul pointed out that they hadn’t been given a trial AND that they were Roman citizens, so the judges themselves should come and release them. The judges came to the jail and apologized. They released Paul and Silas and asked them to leave the city.”
wrapping up THE STORY
STORYTELLER: “Paul and Silas went to Lydia’s house before they left town.
Bring up the same girl who played Lydia before.
“They encouraged Lydia and the other new believers. (To Paul and Silas) Give her a high-five.
Paul and Silas high-five Lydia.
“Then Paul and Silas left to go to other new towns and cities to share the message of Jesus with even more people.
“Let’s give Paul and Silas, Lydia, and ALL our actors a big hand. You all were awesome!

Dismiss Paul, Silas, and Lydia to their seats.
“Paul and Silas had a really hard time. They were treated badly and thrown in jail, but they responded by praying and singing praises to God! Why? Well, they understood something important.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “You can choose joy when life gets hard.
“They had joy because they believed in Jesus. They trusted that He was in control even when things were going badly.
“The same thing can be true for us, too. God can give us joy even when we’re in a bad situation. We can choose to persevere instead of getting discouraged or wanting to give up. When things get difficult for us, we can remember to [Basic Truth] make the wise choice just like Paul and Silas did. [Bottom Line] We can choose joy when life gets hard. Let’s pray.”
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide
Pray

STORYTELLER: “Dear God, thank You for the example of Paul and Silas. When things got bad for them and they were thrown in jail, they didn’t let it get them down. They prayed and sang to You. They chose joy! Help us to do that, too. When life gets hard, help us to remember to persevere and put our trust in You. Help us to remember that You are always with us, no matter how hard things get. We love You, and we ask these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
Host enters as Storyteller exits.
Closer

HOST: “Wow! Paul and Silas were able to choose joy, even though they were in JAIL. They were able to persevere even in a really hard situation. And because they did, other people chose to believe and put their trust in Jesus.

“We can choose joy, too. We ALWAYS have a reason to have joy, because we know God is always with us.

“So when you’re struggling with a class that seems so tough, remember this.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “You can choose joy when life gets hard. 
“When you’re having a tough time with kids at school or in the neighborhood, remember: [Bottom Line] you can choose joy when life gets hard.
“When life doesn’t go quite the way you expect, remember: [Bottom Line] you can choose joy when life gets hard.
“No matter what happens, you can choose joy. And when you do, you will be an example to others. You can head to Small Group now and talk about that some more. Have fun!”
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
CG: Theme Slide
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
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