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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

This I Promise You
Bible Story: This I Promise You (Palm Sunday) • John 12:9-16
Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God keeps His promises.

Memory Verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world.” John 16:33b, NIrV
Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

GETTING READY

1. Opener/Closer

What You Need:

· Host
· Worship Leaders

· Three kid contestants
· Lighting from Week One
· “Whatever happens . . .“ banner from Week One
· Three blindfolds
· Thick marker
· 15 brown paper lunch bags: three labeled “#1,” three labeled “#2,” three labeled “#3,” three labeled “#4,” and three labeled “#5”
· 15 mystery items—three each of five different items; suggestions: lemon, popcorn, toothbrush, hair barrette, paperclip, glow stick (Note: Make sure your last item is a glow stick, to set up the glow worship party later. You will need one glow stick per person for Worship.)
· Table
· Plastic bin
Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the room
· Cheesy game show music (suggestion: “A Beautiful Friend” by Herb Alpert)
· Correct answer ding/applause
Large Group Visuals:

· Theme Slide

· Hope Slide

· Blank Bottom Line Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

· “What’s in the Bag?” Slide

Optional Videos (available for purchase through the 252 Media Package): 

· Theme Loop

· Countdown (30- or 60-second version)

· Theme

· Theme Transition to Life App

· Life App Transition to Theme
What You Do:

· Download and print this week’s tech sheet for everyone helping with Large Group.

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play.
· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. These graphic motion loops are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
· Label the lunch bags with the marker: #1, #2, #3, #4, and #5 (three of each).
· Put the same items in the bags with the same number. For example, put a lemon in each of the three bags labeled “#1,” and so on.
· Make sure the glow sticks are in the bags labeled “#5.” Set aside the other glow sticks for Worship.
· Pre-set the table on stage. Place the three bags labeled “#1” on the table. Place the other bags in the plastic bin, ready to go.
2. Bible Story

What You Need:

· Storyteller

· Male Small Group Leader (doesn’t need to be pre-selected)
· Bible
· Fake beard
· Homemade posters (use poster board and a marker):
· “NOT HAPPY”

· Frowny face

· “YAY, JESUS!”

· Stadium horn (or air horn)
· Confetti
· Inflatable palm tree
· Men’s coat
· Three cue cards (index card size):
· “Hosanna!”
· “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!”
· “Blessed is the king of Israel!”

Large Group Visuals:
· Blank Bottom Line Slide

· Bottom Line Slide

What You Do:

· Download the slides and have them ready to use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides on paper.
· Download music from a resource such as iTunes® and have it ready to play. 
3. Worship

What You Need:

· Worship Leader(s)
· Glow sticks; one for each person in the room
Music and Sound Effects (SFX): 

· “Fully Alive” from Fully Alive single
· “You Are My Hope” from Every Beat (On the Get Reel 2.0 DVD there is a Live Loud video you can show to help teach and encourage worship in our everyday lives. Consider using this segment before doing “You Are My Hope.”)

· “Who You Say I Am” from Who You Say I Am single
Optional Videos (available for purchase): 

· “Fully Alive” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video (available through AmberSkyRecords.com)
· Live Loud Video from Get Reel 2.0 (available through the 252 Media Package)
· “You Are My Hope” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video (available through the 252 Media Package)
· “Who You Say I Am” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video (available through AmberSkyRecords.com)
What You Do:

· Download all songs (available on AmberSkyRecords.com) and have them ready to use.

· A 252 Media Package is available for purchase to go along with each curriculum tier. The Live Loud faith skills video and the Dance Moves Music Video for the monthly worship song are included in the package. For more information, visit Store.ThinkOrange.com.
Additional Resources for Large Group
FEATURE PRESENTATION: Creative video options designed to pair with the 252 Kids and 252 Preteen curriculum. Available for purchase through Store.ThinkOrange.com.
Our Large Group scripts are interchangeable with these videos so you can plug and play the way you need to each week.

Included in Feature Presentation:

· 252 Story brings you the Bible story in a simple and direct way through a professional Storyteller accompanied by engaging visuals.

· Intro and Outro videos set up the Bible story and then connect it to the weekly Bottom Line. These videos are interchangeable with the live Opener and Closer, so you can use them to bookend either a live Storyteller or 252 Story.

· 252 Movie presents the So & So Show, where two Hosts walk you through a contemporary and comedic presentation of the Bible story. This YouTube-style show sets up the story and also connects it to the weekly Key Question for preteens. It’s interchangeable with the live Opener, Story, and Closer in our 252 Kids scripts. Consider using if you’d like to create a separate Preteen environment, or if you have a majority of older kids in your K-5th grade room.
This I Promise You
Bible Story: This I Promise You (Palm Sunday) • John 12:9-16
Bottom Line: Whatever happens, remember God keeps His promises.

Memory Verse: “In this world you will have trouble. But be encouraged! I have won the battle over the world.” John 16:33b, NIrV
Life App: Hope—Believing that something good can come out of something bad
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Story: Communicating God’s Truth in Engaging Ways (Large Group, 35 minutes)

Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.

SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter. 

CG: Theme Slide

Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
Host is on stage, welcoming the kids as they enter. 

Optional Video (Media Package): Countdown (30- or 60-second version)
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme
Opener

HOST: “Hey, everybody! Happy Palm Sunday! If you don’t know what Palm Sunday is all about, don’t worry. You’ll find out soon. But for now, just know that it’s all part of the lead-up to the big day that happens one week from now: Easter!

“I love celebrating this time of year because it reminds me that whatever happens (point to ‘Whatever happens . . .’ on stage), I can have hope. 

Pull the cord (or hit the foot switch) to turn on the light at the front of the stage.
CG: Hope Slide
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Transition to Life App
“Hope is believing that something good can come out of something bad.

CG: Theme Slide
Optional Video (Media Package): Life App Transition to Theme
“Sometimes life goes exactly the way we want it to. But that’s not always the case, is it? Nope. Often the exact opposite happens, and we can end up getting frustrated, sad, or scared. That’s why we need to remember to choose hope. We need to trust that there’s a bigger story—that God can bring something good even when things might seem the darkest.

“So what can you do when you really can’t see anything? You have to rely on a different sense instead: the sense of touch! That’s what our game is about today. I need three contestants who want to put on a blindfold and play ‘What’s in the Bag?’

CG: “What’s in the Bag?” Slide
SFX: Cheesy game show music
Bring up three kids. Worship Leaders enter and put blindfolds on the contestants. Then they exit.

(To contestants) “All right. Contestants, can you see anything? How many fingers am I holding up? (Hold up three fingers in front of them.) Good.

“I’ve got a bag here for each of you.

Crinkle the bags on the table.
“All three of you have the same item in your bag. When I say, ‘Go,’ you’ll reach inside your bag and try to figure out what’s inside. The first one of you to shout out the answer wins the round. Then I’ll give you a new bag for round two, and so on. We’ll play five rounds total. Sound good?
“Let’s get started with bag one. (To audience) Audience, say it with me.” (Point to the screen.)
KIDS and HOST: “What’s in the bag?”
HOST: “Ready? Go!”
SFX: Cheesy game show music
Comment on the action. Listen for a kid to shout out the correct answer. (If a kid shouts out an incorrect answer, just quickly play it off: “Good try, but guess again!”)
(When a kid answers correctly) “[Kid’s name] thinks it’s a lemon. [Kid’s name], go ahead and hold it up so we can see. (Pause.) It is a lemon!

SFX: Correct answer ding/applause
Put away the first round of bags and set down the second set of bags. Go through all five rounds the same way, encouraging all three contestants as you go.

SFX: Cheesy game show music (each time)
SFX: Correct answer ding/applause (each time)
“That was amazing! Great job, contestants. You successfully used the sense of touch, even when you couldn’t see.

Crack one of the glow sticks from the last round so it starts to glow.

“And you know, this might come in handy in a minute.
(To audience) Let’s give all of our contestants a big hand and get ready for an awesome story from our friend [Storyteller’s name]!

Get the blindfolds back from the contestants and dismiss them to their seats. Then exit.

Storyteller enters.
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide
Setting up the story
STORYTELLER: “Hey, everyone! Question for you: Did you know that people had been talking about Jesus for hundreds and hundreds of years BEFORE He was born? It’s true! We can look back at the Old Testament (hold up Bible) and see how different prophets told about the coming Savior, a King who would come to save His people.
“The prophet Zechariah said it this way.

Open the Bible to Zechariah 9:9 (NIrV) and read.

“City of Zion, be full of joy! People of Jerusalem, shout! See, your king comes to you. He always does what is right. He has won the victory. He is humble and riding on a donkey. He is sitting on a donkey’s colt.

“This verse is why Palm Sunday is so important. God promised that He would send a King to rescue His people. But the people had been waiting a long time. At the time of Jesus, hundreds of years had passed since Zechariah said those words. By now, though, many people believed that Jesus was the One whom God had promised. They saw how He healed the sick and performed amazing miracles right before their eyes. They heard as Jesus taught with power and claimed to be God’s Son. But was it true? Was Jesus really the Savior God had promised so long ago?”
plotting against Jesus
STORYTELLER: “It was clear that there was something very special about Jesus. After all, He had just raised His friend Lazarus from the dead!
“More and more people not only followed Jesus around wherever He went, but they also believed that Jesus was the promised Savior. This did NOT make the religious leaders happy AT ALL.
“Like this gentleman, right here.

Walk over to a male Small Group Leader. Give him the fake beard to put on. Hand him the “NOT HAPPY” sign.
(To the Leader) “Religious leader, why aren’t you happy? Haven’t you seen the amazing things Jesus has done?

Hand him the frowny face sign.
“Yikes! (To audience) The religious leaders just couldn’t bring themselves to believe that Jesus was the promised One. They saw how everyone was starting to follow Jesus and believe in Him. They worried that they would start to lose their power unless they did something to stop Him. They started to make plans to KILL Jesus.

(To the Leader) “I’m glad you’re not really like that, [Leader’s name]!

Take the fake beard and posters back from the Leader.
“Jesus left and went to a village called Ephraim, near the desert. It was about a day’s journey from Jerusalem. He stayed there with the disciples.

“But they didn’t stay long because it was almost time for the Passover Feast. This was a really special holiday that the people celebrated to remember how God had rescued them out of Egypt long ago. Everyone wondered: would Jesus go back to Jerusalem for the Feast?

“Jesus DID go back. He wasn’t afraid of the danger. He knew it was all part of God’s plan. On the way to Jerusalem, He stopped in Bethany to see His friends Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.”
palms and coats
STORYTELLER: “There was a large crowd of people in Jerusalem for the Feast, and they heard that Jesus was coming to town. This was a BIG deal. Everyone was so excited to see Him!

“Nowadays, when we get really excited to see someone famous, we might hold up a sign like this.

Hand the “YAY, JESUS!” poster to the same Small Group Leader.

“We might blow one of these.

Hand the stadium horn (or air horn) to the Leader and let him blow it.
“We might launch confetti in the air.
Hand the confetti to the Leader and let him toss it.
“But back then, they didn’t have those things. They had . . . palm trees.

Go backstage and get the inflatable palm tree. Place it next to the Leader.

“And they had the coats they were wearing.

Give the coat to the Leader to put on.

“The people took branches from the palm trees and went out to meet Jesus. They waved the palm branches like banners. They spread out their coats on the road—kind of like when we roll out the red carpet for someone. It was their way of giving Jesus a royal welcome.”
yay, Jesus!
STORYTELLER: “As Jesus came into town, riding on a donkey, the people cheered at the top of their lungs. They shouted things like . . .

Hand cue card one to the Leader.

LEADER: (Reading the card) “Hosanna!” (John 12:13 NIrV)
Hand cue card two to the Leader.

LEADER: (Reading the card) “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” (John 12:13 NIrV)
Hand cue card three to the Leader.

LEADER: (Reading the card) “Blessed is the king of Israel!” (John 12:13 NIrV)

Hand the “YAY, JESUS!” poster to the Leader.

STORYTELLER: “In other words, ‘Yay, Jesus!’ The people were so happy that their King had finally come. Right there, before their eyes, God’s promises were coming true!

“In fact, as Jesus came riding into town on a donkey, He was actually fulfilling what the prophet Zechariah had predicted hundreds of years earlier. Jesus’ friends didn’t totally realize it at the time, but later, they understood. Jesus is the King, the Son of God, the Savior of the world.
“The religious leaders, of course, were not happy about all this celebration and commotion.

Hand the fake beard and “NOT HAPPY” poster to the Leader.

Open the Bible to Luke 19:39 (NIrV) and read.

“They said to Jesus: Tell your disciples to stop!
“But Jesus said this.
Open the Bible to Luke 19:40 (NIrV) and read.

 “I tell you . . . if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
“In other words, Jesus really WAS the King God had promised. He had come to save the people, just like the prophets had said. So of course the people would want to be joyful and celebrate. Of course they’d want to wave palm branches and make a carpet with their coats. Their Savior had come!
(To the Leader) “[Leader’s name], thanks for helping me today. (To audience) Let’s give him a hand.”
Take the props and signs from the Leader and place them out of the way, on stage.
Wrapping up the story
STORYTELLER: “The first Palm Sunday was an exciting day! The people were overjoyed as they welcomed Jesus, their promised King.

“But Jesus didn’t come to rule over them—at least, not in the way they were expecting. He had a different mission. He had come to Jerusalem to go to the cross. He had come to make a way so that all of us could have a relationship with God that will last forever. He knew that He would have to die for our sins and then He would come back to life. He would prove once and for all that He really is God’s Son.
“Of course, no one knew that at the time. The religious leaders refused to believe that Jesus is in fact the Savior. And even the people who did believe in Jesus would have never expected things to go the way they did over the next few days. When they saw Jesus get arrested and go to the cross, they completely lost hope. Things were about to get really dark for Jesus and His followers. But it was all part of God’s plan.

“When things start to look dark or scary—when it’s hard for YOU to remember to have hope—remember this.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “Whatever happens, remember God keeps His promises.
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide
“He does—every time! He said He would send a Savior, and He did. He said that He’ll always be with you, and He absolutely will. As we get ready to celebrate Easter together, let’s remember how exciting it was for the people of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday when they saw God’s promises coming true right before their eyes.
“Let’s pray.”
Pray

STORYTELLER: “Dear God, it’s so cool to see how Your promises came true in Jesus. You knew we needed a Savior. You sent Jesus to make a way for us, so we could have a relationship with You that will last forever. Thank You! Help us to remember to have hope in You, even when life gets dark and scary. Help us to trust You and celebrate all that You’re doing in our lives. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name, amen.”
Host and Worship Leaders enter. Storyteller exits.
Worship

HOST: “Hey, everyone! You know what? I’ve got an idea. You know how the people celebrated when Jesus came to Jerusalem? Well, THEY had palm branches and coats, but I know something WE can use: glow sticks!
Hold up the glow stick from the Opener.

“After all, Jesus is the light of the world, right? (Pause for response.) You bet He is! So I think we should have a glow worship party! Who’s in?
ROOM LIGHTS: Off
Hand out a glow stick to each person, with the help of the Worship Leaders.

(Referencing the Worship Leaders) “I’ll let my friends take it from here. We’ll sing some fun songs together, and you can wave your glow sticks and use them to do the motions!”
Host goes into the audience to sing and dance with the kids.
WORSHIP LEADER: “Hello to all of my favorite people here at [name of your environment]. How many of you are thankful for the life God gave you? (Pause for response.) Yes! Me too. I want to make the most of every moment I have. I want to follow God and live His way. I want to live fully alive! Get ready to use those glow sticks. Let’s sing this together.”

SFX: “Fully Alive” / track 1 from Fully Alive single

Optional Video: “Fully Alive” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video
WORSHIP LEADER: “That’s right—we can live each day for Him! You all are sounding good. Before we continue in worship, everybody watch this.”
Optional Video (Media Package): Live Loud video from Get Reel 2.0 DVD
WORSHIP LEADER: “We can always find hope in Jesus. Psalm 31:24 says: ‘Be strong, all you who put your hope in the Lord. Never give up.’ (NIrV) It’s a good thing to put our hope in Jesus. He will give us the strength we need. Let’s sing this loud!”
SFX: “You Are My Hope” / track 8 from Every Beat
Optional Video (Media Package): “You Are My Hope” Dance Moves Music Video
WORSHIP LEADER: “Yes—Jesus is our hope! This next song is full of God’s promises and truth. He says we are His children. Let’s worship Him together.”
SFX: “Who You Say I Am” / track n/a from Who You Say I Am single
Optional Video: “Who You Say I Am” Live Lyrics or Dance Moves Music Video
Host goes up on stage. Worship Leaders exit.

ROOM LIGHTS: On
CG: Blank Bottom Line Slide
Closer

HOST: “That was so fun! You can hold your glow sticks still for a minute. Actually, I have a better idea. Raise your glow stick if you’ve ever made a promise. (Pause for response.) Raise your glow stick if you’ve ever KEPT a promise. (Pause for response.) (Cringing) Raise your glow stick if you’ve ever BROKEN a promise. (Pause for response.) Yeah. That’s what I thought.

“Unfortunately, we don’t always keep our promises. But God ALWAYS does. When He says something will happen, it’ll happen. When God promises that something is true, you know it’s true. His promises might not come true exactly the way we expect, but we can trust that they WILL come true.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
[Bottom Line] “Whatever happens, remember God keeps His promises.
“Think about the amazing examples we can read in the Bible. God promised Abraham that he would have a huge family even though Abraham was almost 75 at the time with ZERO kids! And that absolutely came true. Or what about Joseph? God gave Joseph a dream when he was young that showed him he would be a ruler when he grew up. Joseph’s life wasn’t easy, but after a lot of twists and turns, he ended up as one of the most powerful officials in Egypt.
“And don’t forget, God also has promises for you and me today! Jesus promised that He would ALWAYS be with us. He said that if we put our faith in Him, we have the promise of eternal life. We know that [Basic Truth] we can trust Him no matter what—even when things happen that we don’t understand. You can always put your hope in God, because He can help you find light in the dark.

Do one of the glow stick worship motions.
“Now it’s time for you to ‘glow’ to Small Group and talk some more about God’s promises. Have fun!”
We suggest giving your kids and families a tangible way to bring hope to those in need, by encouraging them and their families to pray for (and possibly sponsor) a child through Compassion International. Take time before dismissal to promote this idea to your kids.
Dismiss kids to their small groups. 

SFX: Play high-energy music as the kids exit.
CG: Theme Slide
Optional Video (Media Package): Theme Loop
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