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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Under Pressure 
Bible Story: Under Pressure (Joseph Interprets Pharaoh’s Dreams) • Genesis 41

Bottom Line: When the pressure is on, you can trust God is with you.

Key Question: What do you need to trust God with right now?

Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5, NIrV

Life App: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story
1. Just for Fun
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery

· An offering container

· Film canisters; one or two for each kid
· A pitcher of water
· Effervescent tablets (such as: Alka-Seltzer® tablets); one for every two kids 

· A plastic tarp or tablecloth
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· Paper
· Markers
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
· Multi-colored craft sticks; at least four for each kid
· Markers

· “Boomerang Directions” Activity Page; one for each small group
2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

· Play-Doh®
· Timer or mobile device

3. Discussion Questions 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

· Boomerangs from the “Take a Snapshot” Activity
· Print the “Reference Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart 
· Pencils

· Markers

· Bibles

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Paper
· Pencils

Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Under Pressure 
Bible Story: Under Pressure (Joseph Interprets Pharaoh’s Dreams) • Genesis 41

Bottom Line: When the pressure is on, you can trust God is with you.

Key Question: What do you need to trust God with right now?

Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5, NIrV

Life App: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, pray that your students would connect not only with each other but also with the truth today that they can trust God no matter what, even in really stressful situations. Pray that the story of Joseph and his trust in God in what must have been a super stressful situation will connect with your kids and inspire them to respond in the same way in similarly stressful times in their lives.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Offering container, film canisters, water, effervescent tablets, plastic tablecloth

What You Do:

· Invite kids to put their offering in the offering container as they arrive.
· Lay down a plastic tablecloth.

· Give kids a plastic film canister.

· Instruct kids to fill their film canisters with water.

· Give kids half an effervescent tablet.
· Instruct kids to place the half tablets in their canisters, quickly put on the lids, shake them a bit and set them, lid-side-down, on the plastic tablecloth and stand back from the tablecloth.

· Tell kids to patiently wait and watch. 
· Ask:

· Can anyone explain why the canister flew up in the air? (As the tablet dissolves, it produces a gas, resulting in the pressure to build up in the canister eventually causing the lid to blow off and the canister to go flying in the air)
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Paper, markers
What You Do:

· Give kids paper and markers.

· Instruct kids to write “DREAM” vertically on the left edge of their papers. 
· In the middle of the paper, instruct them to write “MAERD,” which is “DREAM” backwards. 
· Make sure kids line up the letters on both sides of the paper. For example: The “D” in “DREAM” is directly across from the “M” IN “MAERD,” the “R” is directly across from the “A” and so on.

· Encourage kids to come up with topics for dreams using the letters on their papers. For example:

Dinosaurs 


Marching
Raining 


Ants
Exploding


Eggs
Armadillos


Racing
Monsters


Dancing



· Let kids tell crazy dream stories as they work on their acrostics.
What You Say:

“There are some crazy dreams in our story today. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear what the dreams are and what they have to do with trusting God.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Multi-colored craft sticks, markers, “Boomerang Directions” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Give kids four craft sticks. (If you have multiple colors of craft sticks, give kids 4 different colors.)
· Encourage kids to write an example on each stick of a tough situation that can put you under pressure. 
· If necessary, give an example: you have to take a really hard science test or you have try-out for the school play. 
· Allow kids to work together to come up with ideas.
· Using the “Boomerang Directions” Activity Page, show kids how to make a boomerang with their craft sticks.

· Allow time for kids throw their boomerangs at a wall or other hard surface and watch them explode.

· If there is more time, view the following link and let kids experiment making more complicated boomerangs: http://bit.ly/2HJgeuw
· Encourage them to write on any additional crafts sticks used an example of tough situations that create pressure.

· Explain the boomerangs explode because the sticks are under pressure. The pressure is released when the boomerang hits a hard surface causing the explosion.

· Ask: 
· What are some things we can do when we are in tough situations and feel under pressure?
2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
What You Need: Play-Doh®, timer or mobile device, Bibles
What You Do:

· Gather kids in a circle.
· Give each kid a blob of Play-Doh.

· Allow kids 45 seconds to create something that relates to the Bible story. (This is their only parameter. Let them sculpt any object that has anything to do with today’s story.)
· When time is up, encourage the group to work together to put their creations in order of the story.

· Give kids time to evaluate if anything is missing from the Play-Doh story line.

· Allow kids another 45 seconds to create something with the Play-Doh to fill in the missing pieces of the story.

· After each round, ask if the story is complete. If not, allow kids to continue to make Play-Doh creations until the story line is complete.

· Let kids look up the story in Genesis 41 to make sure no plot points were missed.

· Ask: What tough situations did Joseph experience when he might have felt under pressure?
What You Say:

“Joseph trusted God when he didn’t know what the outcome would be, when he felt lonely, when he had to speak to Pharaoh about Pharaoh’s dreams. What are other examples of people in the Bible who trusted God in tough situations or when the pressure was on?”
3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· What are some feelings you may have when you face a tough situation or have to do something very difficult?

· What is something you can do to stay calm when you start to feel like the pressure is on and things are out of control?

· What do you need to trust God with right now?

4. Verses to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: “Reference Cards” (Activity Page), Bibles, pencils or markers, boomerangs from the “Take a Snapshot” Activity
What You Do:

· Lay the “Reference Cards” in a line six inches from a wall. Place the cards about twelve inches apart.
· Instruct kids to take turns “exploding” their boomerangs on the wall above the “Reference Cards.”
· Direct them to pick up the “Reference Card” closest to one of their craft sticks. 
· After kids all have a “Reference Card,” gather kids in a circle.

· Give kids a Bible.

· Instruct kids to look up the Bible verse from the reference on their card and write the verse on the back of their cards.

· Allow kids to share their verses with the group.

· Challenge kids to pick a verse to memorize this week. 
· Encourage them to remember their verse when they face tough situations this week or feel under pressure.
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
What You Need: Paper, pencils
What You Do: 

· Challenge kids to create an acrostic prayer using the word “TRUST.”

· For example,

· Trusting You LORD is 
· Really the wise choice. You GOD alone

· Understand everything. I am so thankful You are with me every

· Step of the way. You are with me every moment of my life.

· Thank You for being totally trustworthy!

· Encourage kids to share their prayers with the group.
What You Say:
Close in prayer by inviting and encouraging kids to take turns praying aloud. Remind them that their prayers can be as simple or as involved as they want them to be. Also remind them that your group is a safe place and a great way to get comfortable praying aloud is to pray aloud during Small Group.
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Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, and other licensees to tailor 252 Kids® materials to fit their unique leadership requirements, locale and format preferences, and physical environment needs. However, if you wish to edit the content substantively, including Bible stories, learning activities, scripts, and any other content in which biblical principles and concepts are presented, you are obligated to do so within the doctrinal guidelines we’ve expressed in our Statement of Faith. These resources are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US copyright laws. ©2019 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 252 Kids® and the 252 Kids® logo are trademarks of Orange and the reThink Group.

















PAGE  
Classified - Internal use
10
©2018 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by (your name/organization name/date). 


