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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Bad Day
Bible Story: Bad Day (Joseph Sold by His Brothers) • Genesis 37, 39:1-2

Bottom Line: When you think you're alone, you can trust God is with you.
Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)
Life App: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver

Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
· An offering container

· “Manipulatives,” such as pom-pom balls, plastic animals, pebbles, or other items; 21 for each small group
2. Alone or Together
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· No supplies needed
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Sock-erpillars 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· New, soft, colorful socks; one for each kid

· Note: If colorful socks aren’t an option for your environment, provide white cotton socks. If you have access to a tie-dye kit, follow the package directions to dye the socks before the session.
· Fiberfill; enough to fill each sock

· Colorful elastic hair bands; about six for each kid

· Adhesive-backed googly eyes; two for each kid
· Craft glue 

* 2. Riddle Walk 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Print the “Riddle Walk Cards” Activity Page and cut apart; one card for each kid

· Print the “Riddle Walk Clues” Activity Page; one for each small group
· Tape 

3. Many Colors  
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· 8.5x11-inch white cardstock; one piece for each kid

· Using a clean, white crayon, press firmly to print “Proverbs 3:5a” on each piece of cardstock.
· Watercolor paints; one set for every two or three kids 
· Cups of water
· Paintbrushes
· Paper towels (just in case!)
Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Bible marked at Psalm 139
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Bad Day
Bible Story: Bad Day (Joseph Sold by His Brothers) • Genesis 37, 39:1-2

Bottom Line: When you think you're alone, you can trust God is with you.
Memory Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Do not depend on your own understanding. Proverbs 3:5 (NIrV)
Life App: Trust—Putting your confidence in someone you can depend on
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray specifically for the kids who regularly feel like they’re alone, whether they have trouble making friends, are going through a tough situation at home, or are just new to your group. Ask God to help kids feel His presence in their lives and to help them trust Him when they feel alone. 

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Offering container, manipulatives (21 pieces)
What You Do:

· Invite kids to place their offerings in the container. 
· Set out the manipulatives and challenge kids to work together to arrange them in groups of:

· two

· four

· five

· Guide kids to observe what happens each time. (There’s one left over!) 
2. Alone or Together
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:

· Guide kids to mingle around your environment.
· Call out different things that are done either alone or with others, such as: 
· playing tag
· playing soccer
· drawing
· playing “Tic-Tac-Toe”
· reading
· playing “Marco Polo”
· watching TV
· playing “Go Fish”
· playing “Mother, May I?”
· playing tug of war
· playing an instrument
· If the activity is something that’s done with others, kids quickly huddle all together to form a group. 
· If it’s something that can be done alone, kids separate and stand alone. 
· NOTE: For some activities, some kids may vote for “alone” while others may vote for “with others,” and that’s okay. 
· Vary your voice and pace to keep interest high. 
· End by calling out something that’s usually done alone.
What You Say:

[Transition] “Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll hear something ELSE that we can do when we’re alone.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.

Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.

1. “Sock-erpillars”
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Socks, fiberfill, elastic hair bands, googly eyes
What You Do:

· Invite each child to choose a sock. 
· Direct kids to generously stuff their socks with fiberfill, being sure to fill out the entire sock (especially the toe).
· Tightly secure the end of each child’s sock with a hair band. 

· Guide each child to choose four or five more hair bands. 
· Show kids how to wrap the bands around the socks to create “segments.” Provide help as necessary.
· Next, invite kids to glue on googly eyes. (The combination of adhesive backing and glue will help ensure that the eyes stay put.) 
· As kids work, invite them to recall as much of the Bible story as possible. Be sure they touch on the following main points:

· Joseph was Jacob’s favorite son. When Jacob gave Joseph a colorful coat, his brothers were jealous.
· Joseph had dreams, and in the dreams his family bowed down to him. This made his brothers even more upset. 
· Joseph’s brothers thought about killing him, but they decided to sell him into slavery and then lie to their father.
· Through it all, God was with Joseph.
· Encourage kids to take their “sock-erpillars” home as reminders that [Bottom Line] when you think you’re alone, you can trust God is with you.
What You Say:

“Joseph’s brothers threw him into a dark well and sold him to be an Egyptian slave. How do you think Joseph felt? (sad, angry, alone) Through all he was feeling, the Bible tells us that God was with Joseph. God was with Joseph at home. He was with Joseph in the well. And He was with Joseph in Egypt. And you know what? God is with you, too!
“What are some times that you feel alone? (when my sister won’t play with me; when I go to school, when I’m alone in my room at night) [Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time when you feel alone, too.) But are we ever really alone? (No.) Just like God was with Joseph, God is with you, too. He loves you, and He cares for you! So, remember: [Bottom Line] when you think you’re alone, you can trust God is with you.” 
* 2. Riddle Walk
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Riddle Walk Cards” (Activity Page), “Riddle Walk Clues” Activity Page, tape
What You Do:

· Guide kids to sit in a circle.
· Tape a “Riddle Walk Card” to each child’s back. (No peeking!)

· Guide kids to silently mingle (“trek”) around the environment.
· Call out a riddle from “Riddle Walk Clues” Activity Page, and lead kids to gather around the child whose picture answers the riddle. 
· Continue through all the cards.
· For variety, lead kids to “trek” in different ways: rock climbing, snow skiing, rowing a boat, swimming, etc.  
What You Say:

“We all know what it’s like to feel alone. We’ve felt alone when we’ve gotten lost in a store. We’ve felt alone in our rooms at night. We’ve felt alone when no one wants to play with us. Sometimes being alone can feel uncomfortable—even scary. 

“But [Bottom Line] when you think you’re alone, you can trust God is with you. He loves you, and when you believe in Jesus, God promises that He will never EVER leave you. So remember: [Bottom Line] When you think you’re alone, you can trust God is with you. Talk to Him and tell Him how you feel. He loves you!”
3. Many Colors  
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Prepared white cardstock, watercolor paints, water, paintbrushes, paper towels
What You Do:

· Show kids how to dip a paintbrush in water, gently rub the bristles on a cake of paint, and then brush color over their papers. 
· Caution kids to rinse their brushes before changing colors. 

· Give each child a piece of paper. (Be sure the side with the crayon writing is up for the kids to paint over!)

· Set out the watercolor paints, brushes, and water. 
· Let the painting begin! Be prepared for a few “oohs” and “aahs” when kids begin to see the words come through their paint. 
· As kids work, comment that their beautiful paintings remind you of Joseph’s coat.

· As a group, look up Proverbs 3:5 in the Bible. 

· Before reading the verse aloud, ask if anyone remembers the first phrase that you learned together last week.
What You Say:

“Proverbs 3:5 tells us to: Trust in the Lord with all your heart (NIrV). Can you trust God when you feel happy? Can you trust God when you feel sad? Can you trust God when you feel scared? Can you trust God when you feel alone? Yes! [Bottom Line] When you think you’re alone, you can trust God is with you. Because just like God was with Joseph, God is with you, too. So, Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and know that He is ALWAYS with you!” 
Pray and Dismiss

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bible
What You Do: 

· Invite a volunteer to open the Bible where marked. 
· Use the conversation below to lead kids in a responsive prayer based on Psalm 139.
What You Say:

“We all feel alone sometimes. We may feel alone when we’re lost, when no one wants to play with us, when we go to a new school, or when we’re scared. But [Bottom Line] when you think you’re alone, you can trust God is with you. Like Jesus, you can pray and talk with God. You can tell him how you feel. You can also think about God’s promises. Psalm 139 gives us some amazing promises about how God is with us. Let’s pray Psalm 139 (adapted below).
“Lord, you have seen what is in [our] heart[s].
“You know all about [us].
“You know when [we] sit down and when [we] get up.
“You know what [we’re] thinking even though you are far away.
“You know when [we] go out to work and when [we] come back home.
“You know exactly how [we] live.
“Lord, even before [we] speak a word, you know all about it.
“You are all around [us], behind [us] and in front of [us].
“You hold [us] safe in your hand.
“Oh, Lord, You’re amazing! More amazing than we can even imagine. Thank You that You are always with us, even when we think we’re alone. We love You so much, Lord. Amen.” 
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage kids to show adults either their “sock-erpillars” or their paintings and tell them today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] When you think you’re alone, you can trust God is with you.
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