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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Ready or Not
Bible Story: Ready or Not (Moses and the Burning Bush / The 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12, 7–12:42
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don't feel ready.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· An offering container

· White board
· Dry-erase marker
2. Back-to-Back
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Saltine-type crackers (optional); three for each kid
· Paper

· Pencils
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Story Song
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Print the “Story Song Strips” Activity Page and cut apart; one set for each small group
* 2. Old Brave
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
· Print the “Old Brave” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut apart; four copies of the picture card pages and two copies of the “Be Strong and Brave” card pages for every five or six kids
3. Mixed-Up Relay
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Bibles
· 16 pieces of paper

· Markers

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Ready or Not
Bible Story: Ready or Not (Moses and the Burning Bush / The 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12, 7–12:42
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don't feel ready.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Most kids will not ever feel “ready” to take on something big or new. Pray for your few to have courage to do big things even when they don’t feel ready. Ask God to help the kids feel His presence as they do what they should do. 

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Offering container, whiteboard, dry-erase marker
What You Do:

· Welcome kids as they arrive, and show them where to place their offerings.

· Set out the whiteboard and marker.
· Tell kids to work together to write lists of 10 things. They can come up with their own categories, and/or they can use some of the following:

· 10 foods that start with the letter B

· 10 songs with the word “love” in them

· The 10 Commandments

· 10 action verbs

· 10 names that start with the letter S

· 10 towns or cities in your general area
2. Back-to-Back
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Paper, pencils, crackers (optional)
What You Do:

· Tell kids that you’re going to tell them to do a series of things back to back, and as soon as you tell them to do something, they need to start doing it.
· Do several series of actions. 
· Feel free to pick and choose which series you want to do. 
· Also feel free to make up some of your own, based on your knowledge of your kids. 
· The trick is that you will need to tell kids to do the next thing in the series before they’re finished with the current thing. (The point is that they won’t feel ready to do the next thing, which ties in with today’s Bottom Line.)

· Suggested series:

· Series One:

· Do 10 push-ups.

· Say the Pledge of Allegiance.
· Leap as high as you can 12 times.

· Shake everyone else’s hand.

· Sit in a circle in order of your birthdays.

· Series Two:

· Sing the alphabet song.

· Write a list of everything you did before coming to church today.

· Count by 10s from 10 to 200.

· Draw a picture of your pet (or a pet you’d like to have).

· Do your favorite dance move.

· Series Three:

· Line up in alphabetical order by first names.

· Line up in alphabetical order by last names.
· Do the Hokey Pokey.

· Sing “The Itsy-Bitsy Spider” with motions.
· Series Four (optional):
· Do 20 jumping jacks.

· Eat three crackers.

· Whistle “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”

Note: This series isn’t one where you need to start the next thing before the current one is finished. It’ll be hard enough to be ready to do the next thing even after they completely finish the current thing!
What You Say:

“Whoa! That was pretty crazy! And a lot of the time, you weren’t ready for what came next, were you? [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll hear about someone else who didn’t feel ready to do the next thing.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Story Song
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: “Story Song Strips” (Activity Page)
What You Do:
· Set out the “Story Song Strips” in a random order.

· Explain that today’s Bible story has been turned into a song.
· Tell kids to work together to put the song lyrics in order.
There was a man who fled from Egypt

And took care of she-eep

M-O-S-E-S, M-O-S-E-S, M-O-S-E-S
And Moses was his name-O

Moses saw a burning bush

And God spoke to him through it
“Go to Pha-a-roah, go to Pha-a-roah, go to Pha-a-roah”
“And save my people from him”
Moses didn’t want to go

And face the powerful leader

But he trusted God, but he trusted God, but he trusted God

And took his brother with him
Pharaoh wouldn’t let them go

So God sent many pla-agues

Blood, frogs, gnats, and hail; blood, frogs, gnats, and hail; blood, frogs, gnats, and hail
But Pharaoh still said, “NO-O!”

After one last plague of death

Pharaoh finally said, “GO!”
“Get on out of here! Get on out of here! Get on out of here!”

The Israelites were free-ee!

· See if kids can figure out which familiar song tune this song is set to (“B-I-N-G-O”).
· Once the lyrics are in order, tell kids their task is to perform this song for you (or for other small groups or age groups, if you wish).

· Tell them it’s up to them how they choose to sing it. 
· They can all sing all lines. 
· They can divide into five groups, and each group can sing a verse. 
· Three people can sing each line together. 
· They can do a combination of those or other ideas. Leave it up to them to decide how they’d like to do it. 
What You Say:
“You all did such a great job performing today’s Bible story song! It was quite the story, wasn’t it? So much crazy stuff happened. But it was all true! There’s no doubt Moses wasn’t ready for it, and the rest of the Israelites probably weren’t ready for what happened either. But even though Moses didn’t think he was ready for the responsibility, he still trusted God and did what needed to be done. He did what he should, even when he didn’t feel ready, and [Bottom Line] YOU can do what YOU should, even when you don’t feel ready. God will be with you, just as He was with Moses.”
* 2. Old Brave
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: “Old Brave Cards” (Activity Pages)
What You Do:

· Divide kids up into groups of five or six.
· Give each group a complete set of cards.
· Tell kids that this game is called “Old Brave,” which is played similarly to “Old Maid.”
· Game instructions:

· Shuffle the cards and deal them out until they’re all gone.

· The kid whose first name comes last alphabetically goes first.

· The first kid takes one card from the kid to his right. The kid to his left takes one card from him. The kid to that kid’s left takes one card from him, and so on.

· A set equals two matching picture cards AND a “Be Strong and Brave” card. Kids can lay down sets only on their turn.

· When a kid gets down to only one or two cards in his hand, he can no longer draw any cards from another player, but someone can draw from him.

· When a kid no longer has any cards in his hand, he is done playing.

· The game is over when all cards have been laid down in a set.

· When the game is over, ask kids to take a look at each of the picture cards. 
· Discuss what might be happening in each card and what the kids might be thinking as they’re getting ready to do their activity. 
What You Say:

(Hold up a “Be Strong and Brave” card.) “In the game, in order to get a complete set, you had to have one of these ‘Be Strong and Brave’ cards along with a picture card. That’s because whenever we’re faced with situations like the ones in the picture, sometimes we don’t feel ready. But even so, we can be strong and brave when we remember that God is always with us. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should even when you don’t feel ready.”

[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time you didn’t feel ready for some new responsibility God gave you—like when you first became a Small Group Leader, when you got a promotion at your job, when you were asked to lead a group at school or work, or when you became a parent. Explain how you felt at the time, and tell what you did to rely on God to help you even when you didn’t feel ready.)
3. Mixed-Up Relay
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Paper, markers, Bibles
What You Do:

· Tell kids to look up Joshua 1:9b. Read it aloud together.
· Divide kids into two teams.
· Give each team eight pieces of paper and some markers.
· Tell teams to divide up the verse into eight phrases and write each phrase on a piece of paper. (Each team can divide the verse up however they wish. It works best if each team does it differently.)

· Collect each team’s papers, and mix each set up (but keep the sets separate).
· Tell teams to line up at one end of your space.

· Place the sets of verse pages upside down at the opposite end of your space, but mix them up so that teams will be relaying to get the OTHER team’s set of pages (but don’t tell kids you’re doing this).
· Instruct kids to relay to collect the pages and then put them in order.

· The first team to finish is the winner.
What You Say:

“You might not have realized at first that I mixed up the sets of verse pages, but I bet you figured it out when you started putting them in order and the phrases were divided up differently than the way you had done it. That made it a bit more difficult to put it in order, because you weren’t expecting it. In life, we don’t always expect what happens, and we don’t feel ready to deal with what might come. But God can give us the strength and courage to do what we need to do. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when you don’t feel ready, because God is always with you.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Ask kids to pair up.
· Tell kids to pray for their partners.

· If they want to share a prayer request with their partners—like something they don’t feel ready for—they may do so, but it’s not required.
· Give kids some time to pray for each other. 
· Tell kids they may pray aloud or silently. 
· Close with a prayer like the one below.

What You Say:

“Dear Lord, thank You for being YOU no matter what we’re going through. You are always strong, always safe, and always there for us. You know what will happen even when we don’t. You’re ready for anything even when we’re not. Help us to trust in You when we don’t feel ready for what you have planned for us. We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the “Old Brave” card game they played today.
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