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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Break on Through
Bible Story: Break on Through (Israel Goes Through the Red Sea) • Exodus 13:17–14:31
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when things seem impossible.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· An offering container

2. True or False Stories
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Print the “True or False Stories” Activity Page; one for each small group
· Bibles
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Red Sea Coasters
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Four-inch cork coasters (of any shape); one for each kid
Note: If you are unable to provide coasters, provide an approximately four-inch square piece of thick cardstock for each kid.
· Permanent markers or paint pens
· Optional: The Prince of Egypt movie (1998) cued to the “Red Sea” scene. As always, make sure you obtain proper permission to show any copyrighted work in your environment. 

* 2. Impossible Experiments
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 
· Potatoes; one for every three or four kids
· Drinking straws; one for every kid plus several extras

· Sturdy, clear plastic cups; one for every one to three kids

· Four-inch cardboard squares; one for every cup

· Large pitcher of water

· Plastic tub

· Paper towels

3. Pin the Word on the Verse 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
· Print the “Memory Verse Phrase” Activity Pages and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Tape

· Blindfolds

· Bible

4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Paper
· Pencils
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Break on Through
Bible Story: Break on Through (Israel Goes Through the Red Sea) • Exodus 13:17–14:31
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when things seem impossible.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for kids who are dealing with things that seem impossible, whether it’s learning fractions at school or a parent who is terminally ill. Ask God to give those kids courage to move forward in faith, knowing that He will be with them every step of the way.

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Welcome kids as they arrive, and show them where to put their offerings.
· Challenge kids to do impossible or near-impossible tasks, such as:

· Lick your elbow.
· Touch your nose with your tongue.
· Talk while breathing in through your nose.
· Wiggle your ears.
· Tickle yourself.
· Place your hand palm-down on a flat surface. Curl your middle finger under your hand, with the other fingers out straight. Try to pick up the end of your ring finger while keeping all the other fingers in place.

· Raise just one eyebrow.
· Pat your head while rubbing your belly.
2. True or False Stories
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: “True or False Stories” Activity Page, Bibles
What You Do:

· Read the first story from the Activity Page.
· Allow time for kids to react and respond before revealing whether it was true or false.

· Continue with the rest of the stories.

· Two of the stories are from the Bible. If kids show interest in these stories, and you have time, allow kids to look them up and read them for themselves.

What You Say:

“Those were some crazy stories that seemed impossible, but they were all true. Well, all but the one that was almost true! I kind of tricked you on that one. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group where we’ll hear another story that will almost seem impossible.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Red Sea Coasters
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Cork coasters (or cardstock squares); permanent markers or paint pens; The Prince of Egypt movie (optional)
What You Do:
· Give each kid a coaster, and set out the markers or paint pens.
· Invite kids to create the Red Sea scene on their coaster. 
· Encourage them to think about things like how high they think the water went up when the sea was divided, what types of creatures lived in the sea, what the sea bed looked like, and so on.
· If you have The Prince of Egypt, show the “Red Sea” scene clip.

· While kids work on their coasters, ask them to re-tell the entire story they heard today in Large Group.

What You Say:
“That was quite a story! Can you even imagine what it would have been like for the Egyptians? First, they thought they were stuck with no way to escape from the Egyptians. That had to have been SO scary. But God protected them, and then He did something even more amazing. Just think about what it would have felt like for the Israelites when the sea parted, when they walked down into it with water standing on both sides of them, and when they finally made it across and the water swept back down onto the Egyptians. It had to have been both terrifying and awe inspiring. 
“They had been in what would have seemed like an impossible situation, but our God makes impossible things possible! In today’s story, Moses did what He should when things seemed impossible, and [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when things seem impossible, too! Take your coaster home with you and use it every day. It will be a reminder to you that God can do the impossible, and He can help you do what you should even when things seem impossible.”
* 2. Impossible Experiments
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Potatoes, straws, plastic cups, cardboard squares, pitcher of water, plastic tub, paper towels
What You Do:

· Show kids how to do two “impossible” science experiments. First, show them how to do it, and then let them use the supplies to try the experiment themselves.
· Experiment One: Straw Through Potato
· Inform kids that you are going to push a straw through a potato.

· Place one end of a straw against a potato, and tightly cover the other end with a finger.

· Carefully push the straw so it goes through the potato, being careful not to bend or break the straw.

· The straw should go all the way through the potato.

· How does it work? The air trapped inside the straw creates enough strength for the straw/air to push through the potato. 

· Experiment Two: Water Defies Gravity
· Tell kids you are going to make water defy gravity.

· Fill a cup 2/3 full of water.

· Place a cardboard square on top of the water.

· Flip the cup upside down while keeping the cardboard firmly against the cup’s opening.

Note: Make sure to hold it over the plastic tub during this step just in case the experiment fails.
· Let go of the cardboard.

· The cardboard should stay in place even when you’re not holding it.

· How does it work? The cardboard blocks air flow into the cup. With the water inside the cup, the air pressure is lower inside the cup than outside the cup. That greater outside air pressure keeps the cardboard pressed against the cup.
What You Say:

“Those experiments seemed impossible at first, didn’t they? But they weren’t! There are scientific laws that made seemingly impossible things possible. I know something—or someone—else that can make the impossible possible: God! Yes! God is all-powerful. He can make anything happen that He wants to happen—even if that thing seems absolutely impossible to us. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when things seem impossible, because God gives you the strength and courage You need. And even if that thing truly IS impossible for us, He can make it impossible. It might not be something as big and exciting as parting the Red Sea for the Israelites, but impossible things come in all shapes and sizes. We just need to remember that our God is the God of the impossible!”
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time you did what you should even when things seemed impossible. Maybe you studied hard for a test, even though it was your worst subject and you were already not doing well. Or maybe you helped a friend with something that was way outside your comfort zone.)
3. Memory Verse Phrases
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Bible, “Memory Verse Phrases” (Activity Page), tape, blindfolds
What You Do:

· Ask a kid to look up Joshua 1:9b and read it aloud.

· Tell kids their task will be to tape the verse phrases in order on the wall in a certain area.

Note: If you don’t have a wall, kids can place the phrases in order on the floor.
· Explain that they will have to do it while blindfolded.

· Blindfold one kid and give him a random phrase (not the first one). Stick a loop of tape on the back of the phrase.
· Spin him around so he faces away from the wall.
· Tell the other kids to direct him toward the wall (by giving only audio cues; not physically directing him) so he can stick his phrase up.
· Then blindfold another kid and give him a phrase with a tape loop.

· Spin him around, and tell the other kids to direct him to the wall so he can stick his phrase up. 
· This will be a little trickier, because they will need to figure out where his phrase will fit in the overall verse, so it will need to be spaced out correctly.

· Repeat for the rest of the phrases, until the entire verse is taped up in order.

· If kids get stumped at any point on where a phrase should go, allow them 20 seconds to look up the verse again.

What You Say:

“There were times during that activity when you probably thought it was almost going to be impossible to get the entire verse up on the wall in the right order. But you did it! There will be times in life when things will seem MUCH more impossible than this activity. Hard, impossible-seeming things happen all the time, and it often doesn’t look like there’s a way to deal with it. But God always has a plan to either get us past hard times or help us deal with situations that just won’t go away. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when things seem impossible, because God is always with you, and He is the God of the impossible!”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Paper, pencils
What You Do: 

· Give each kid a piece of paper and a pencil.
· Encourage kids to each write a prayer asking God to help them have courage even when things seem impossible. This can be a general prayer or, if they have a specific situation they’re currently dealing with that seems impossible, they can make it a specific prayer.
· Close with the prayer below.
What You Say:

“Dear God, we know that You are the God of the impossible, which is so comforting, because we often face things in our lives that seem impossible. But we know that all things are possible if they are Your will. Help us to have courage when things seem impossible and to remember that You can do anything You want to do, and You will be with us and help us do everything You want us to do. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the experiments they did today.
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