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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

The Stand
Bible Story: The Stand (Twelve Men Check Out the Land of Canaan) • Numbers 13–14
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when others are afraid.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
NOTE: For this week’s Social, we suggest setting up both activities below as stations that kids can cycle through.
1. Laser Maze
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Crepe paper
· Tape

· Use the crepe paper and tape to create a laser maze that mimics a laser-type security system that you’d see in a museum or bank vault in a spy movie. You can create this in a hallway, between two parallel rows of chairs, between two rolling walls, etc. If you are in a space where you simply have no walls or furniture, you can lay the crepe paper out on the floor.
2. Mural
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· An offering container

· Long piece of butcher paper; one or two feet of length for each kid
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Excuses, Excuses
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment 
· Bibles
2. Courageous Interviews
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Print the “Interviews” Activity Pages; four or five copies of each page for each small group
· Pencils

3. Verse Dice
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Print the “Dice Template” on cardstock; one for each kid
· Bibles

· Markers

· Scissors

· Tape or glue

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Bibles
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
The Stand
Bible Story: The Stand (Twelve Men Check Out the Land of Canaan) • Numbers 13–14
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when others are afraid.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Fear is contagious, especially when it comes to kids. Pray for God’s protection around your few as they may be facing things that are frightening or scary. Ask God to give them courage to help them be brave in the presence of others who are fearful.

NOTE: For this week’s Social, we suggest setting up both activities below as stations that kids can cycle through.
1. Laser Maze

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Prepared laser maze
What You Do:

· Challenge the kids to pretend they’re spies trying to sneak into a secure space and move through the maze without “setting off the alarm” (touching the crepe paper). (Note: If your crepe paper is on the floor, the goal is the same—walk through it without stepping on the crepe paper.)
· If you want (and if you think your kids can handle it), a Small Group Leader can act as the alarm and make a hilarious noise whenever a kid touches the crepe paper.
2. Mural
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Offering container, butcher paper, markers
What You Do:

· Show kids where to place their offerings.
· Lay out the butcher paper and markers.

· Instruct kids to draw pictures of things they or other kids their age might be afraid of doing.

· Encourage kids to share their thoughts as they draw.

What You Say:

[Transition] “In today’s story, we’re going to hear about some spies who were afraid. Let’s go to Large Group and find out what it was all about.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Excuses, Excuses
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Bibles
What You Do:
· Tell kids they’re going to be re-enacting today’s Bible story.
· Let them assign the parts: Moses, Joshua, Caleb, other spies, other Israelites. 
· Instruct them to each think about what they will need to do and say as they re-tell and re-enact the story. They can use the Bibles if they want or need to.
· Encourage the kids playing the “other spies” to think of even more excuses to not try to conquer the Promised Land, in addition to what’s in the Bible. 
· Challenge them to be very creative but also try to stick with what would have been realistic at the time. The other kids can help them come up with ideas.

· When they’re done preparing, let them perform their re-enactment.

What You Say:
“Great job! I like the way you all really thought through all the excuses the spies could have made to not enter the Promised Land. We often do that, too. We come up with all kinds of excuses to not do what we should when we’re afraid. And even if we don’t think of excuses, sometimes the people around us do, like what happened to Joshua and Caleb. But even in those times, we can choose to overcome our fear and others’ fear and do what we should—what we know God wants us to do. When you know that God wants you to do something and that He’ll be with you as you do it, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when others are afraid.” 
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time when you did what you should even when others were afraid. Maybe it was a situation when you were a kid. Maybe it was something at work. Maybe it was something your family was facing. Make sure it’s relevant to the kids, and keep it appropriate for their age group.)
2. Courageous Interviews
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: “Interviews” Activity Pages, pencils
What You Do:

· Divide kids into two groups

· Set out the pencils, and give each group all copies of one of the “Interviews” Activity Pages.
· Explain that each group will be conducting an interview within the group.
· Tell groups to each choose someone to be the interviewer and someone to play the role of a courageous kid who wants to do the thing in the scenario. 
· The other kids will play the roles of scared kids who don’t want to do the thing and will come up with all kinds of excuses not to do it, like the 10 spies did in today’s Bible story.
· Give kids plenty of time to prepare for their interviews. 
· They can write answers, notes, etc. on their papers. 
· Let kids know they can all help each other with their responses while they’re preparing—even for roles they won’t be playing.

· Allow each group to present their interview to the other group. Encourage them to ham it up and have fun with this. 
What You Say:

“Both groups came up with what seemed to be some good reasons to not do what you should. But the courageous kid in each group presented some better reasons TO do it. When it comes to anything you know you should do, but you or others are scared to do it, you can remember that God is always with You. And if He wants you to do something, He’ll give you the strength and courage to do it. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when others are afraid and they choose not to do it. But you can also help them see that it’s the right thing to do, and you can encourage them to trust God to help them do it. Sometimes that takes courage, too, but it’s worth it!” 
3. Verse Dice 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Dice Template” Activity Pages; Bibles; markers; scissors; tape or glue
What You Do:

· Ask kids to look up Joshua 1:9b in the Bibles.
· Give each kid an Activity Page, and set out the markers.
· Tell kids to write one sentence/phrase of the verse in each of five of the squares on their Activity page. They should write the verse reference in the sixth square.
· Instruct kids to cut out the templates ONLY along the outside lines.

· Show kids how to fold along the lines and tuck in the tabs to create a cube/die. 
· Assist them in taping or gluing the tabs in place.

· When everyone is finished, play a game with the dice:

· Instruct kids to sit together in a circle.

· Let one or two volunteers (depending on the number of kids in your group) sit in the middle.

· One kid from the circle goes first and tosses his die into the center of the circle. 

· The next kid quickly does the same thing with her die, and so on around the circle.
· The kid(s) in the middle must keep the dice on whatever phrase they land on, while scrambling to put them all in order.

· If they end up with multiples of the same phrases, they must use those to make a duplicate line of verse dice.

· They may end up with a full verse, and they may not! 

· When all dice are in the center of the circle, lead the group to say the phrases in order of the dice. Challenge them to fill in any missing words or phrases.

What You Say:

“Take a look in your Bibles at Joshua 1:9 again. Look at the first sentence, or what we would call Joshua 1:9a. It’s the sentence before what we’re using as our memory verse. What does it tell us? (Pause.) Yes! That the rest of the verse is a command from God. This isn’t just something I’m asking you to do or your parents are asking you to do or our pastor is asking you to do. This is what God commands you to do! And what He COMMANDS us to do, He gives us the power to do. Isn’t that awesome? Don’t get me wrong. It’s still not always easy, but it IS possible. 
[Bottom Line] “You can do what you should even when others are afraid, even when you don’t know what will happen next, even when you don’t feel ready, or even when things seem impossible. When you find yourself hesitating to do what you should, you can take this die and roll it. No matter what comes up on top, it will be something that will help remind you to be strong, be courageous, and remember that God is with you wherever you go!”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bibles
What You Do: 

· Tell kids to look up Joshua 1:9b one last time.
· Encourage kids to use the words of the verse to pray a silent prayer.
· After you have given them some time to pray individually, close with the prayer below.
What You Say:

“God, we thank You for being so awesome and strong and courageous. We know You command us to also be strong and courageous. Help us to do that when things are tough, when we don’t know what will happen next, and when things seem impossible. We know that You’ll be with us wherever we go, and that is AMAZING! In Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the interviews they did in Small Group today.
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