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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Basket Case
Bible Story: Basket Case (Moses Is Born) • Exodus 2:1-10 (Supporting: Exodus 1)
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don’t know what will happen next.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· An offering container

2. What Happens Next?
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
· Print the “What Happens Next Pictures” Activity Pages and cut apart; one set for each small group
· Optional: Find some “extreme adventure” videos and some “fail” videos to show the kids. (Make sure to pre-screen them to ensure there’s nothing inappropriate in them!) These need to be videos where you can pause them at a certain point and kids can guess what will happen next. As always, make sure you have obtained proper permission to use any video you find on the Internet.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Baby Moses in a Cup
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 
· Baby Moses dolls (see options below); one for each kid

· Option 1: Print the “Baby Moses Cutouts” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one cutout for each kid
· Option 2: Purchase tiny plastic babies, such as King Cake dolls or baby shower ice cube game dolls

· Scissors (if using the cutouts)
· Permanent markers
· Small disposable cups (such as Dixie® cups); one for each kid

· Plastic tub(s) filled with water that’s at least a half-inch deeper than the height of one of your cups; one shoebox-sized tub for every three kids OR one large, flat tub for every five or six kids

· Small items to use as weights in the cups, such as coins, paper clips, pebbles, plastic chips, etc.

· Paper towels

· Plastic tablecloth(s)

* 2. What’s Next Comic Strips
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Print the “What’s Next Comic Strips” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Colored pencils

3. Juggle the Verse
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Bibles
· Ping-pong balls; three for each kid

· Fine-tipped permanent markers

· Zip-top baggies; one for each kid

· Watch some juggling tutorials online, and briefly practice juggling one and then three balls. Here are some video suggestions:

· Juggling one ball: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96yYmizfqiw
· Juggling two balls: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDZLR_1ut6E&t=55s
· Juggling three balls: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Badd8Av0DVY
Note: You do not need to become a juggling expert. In fact, if you’re not that great at it, kids will be more likely to try.
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Kids’ ping-pong balls from the “Juggle the Verse” activity OR Bibles (if you don’t do the verse activity)
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Basket Case
Bible Story: Basket Case (Moses Is Born) • Exodus 2:1-10 (Supporting: Exodus 1)
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don’t know what will happen next.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Fear of the unknown is a very real thing for kids. Pray that God would give them the courage to tackle those fears head on and, in doing so, build up the courage they need to do what they should. Thank God for giving us examples of those who have gone before us and faced the unknown with courage. 

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Welcome kids as they arrive, and show them where to place their offerings.
· Guide kids to sit in a circle.

· Instruct one kid to start a random story by saying the first sentence. (It can be a story about anything, as long as it’s appropriate!)
· Tell the kid to his left to say the next sentence of the story. 
· Continue in this way until time runs out or the story devolves fully into nonsense. If it’s the latter, start a new story.

· Before moving on, point out that even though everyone got to come up with a part of the story, no one knew what would happen next. 
2. What Happens Next?
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: “What Happens Next Pictures” Activity Pages, videos (optional)
What You Do:

· Make sure the kids can’t see the “after” pictures from each pair.
· One at a time, show the “before” pictures and let kids take turns guessing what happens next. 
· After kids make their guesses, show them “what happens next” in the “after” picture.

· Optional: Show the videos. Pause them right at the climax of the stunt or action, and let kids guess what will happen next. Will they succeed, or will they fail?

What You Say:

“In these situations, sometimes you guessed right about what would happen next, and sometimes you didn’t. But truly, nobody REALLY knew what would happen next until I actually happened. [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group, where we’ll hear more about what to do when you don’t know what will happen next.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Baby Moses in a Cup
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Baby Moses Cutouts” (Activity Page) OR small plastic baby dolls; scissors (optional); markers; cups; small objects to use as weights; plastic tubs filled with water; paper towels; plastic tablecloth(s)
What You Do:
· Give each kid a baby Moses cutout/doll and a cup, and set out the scissors and markers.
· Tell kids to cut out (if using cutouts) and color their baby Moses cutouts/dolls.
· While they decorate, set out the tubs of water on top of the plastic tablecloth(s).

· Instruct kids to carefully set their cup on top of the water and then add weights to it until it sits as low in the water as possible without sinking. 
· If using plastic dolls, kids can go ahead and add baby Moses to the basket during this step. 

· If using paper cutouts, these should not be added to the cups until it’s time to retell the story.
· Tell kids to take their cups out of the water but leave the weights in them.

· Encourage kids to retell the Bible story and use their baskets and baby Moses cutouts/dolls to help re-enact it. 
· Let kids guide the re-telling if possible. Or read Exodus 2:1-10 as kids use their props to act out the story.
What You Say:
“Moses’ mom and sister had no clue what would happen next when they put Moses in the basket in the river OR when Pharaoh’s daughter found him. Do you think Moses’ sister and mom were scared? (Pause.) Would you have been scared? (Pause.) The storyteller in the Bible doesn’t say if Moses’ family was scared, but they almost surely were. But they did what they needed to do even in the face of fear. They didn’t let fear get the better of them. God was with them, and He’s with us, too. You might be scared sometimes when life is uncertain, but [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when you don’t know what will happen next.” 
* 2. What’s Next Comic Strips
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: “What’s Next Comic Strips” Activity Pages, colored pencils
What You Do:

· Give each kid an Activity Page. Set out the colored pencils.
· Tell kids that there are three comic strips on this page. Two have been started for them, and the third will be completely up to them.
· Explain that each of the three comic strips is/should be about a scenario where someone starts out being afraid of what might happen next. 
· The first scene shows the situation with the kid who’s afraid. 
· The second scene will show what they do to help them face that fear. 
· The third scene will be the result, or what happens next.
· Tell kids to look at the first already-drawn scene. Ask what the kids think she might be doing. Various responses are fine: she’s about to give a speech, sing, introduce someone, etc.

· Then ask them to think about what she might do to help give her the strength to do what she should, such as: pray, think of a verse of Scripture, remember that God is with her. They should draw that thing in the second scene.

· Instruct kids to then draw what’s next in the third scene: the girl singing, speaking with a smile, etc.

· Repeat the process for the second comic strip.

· For the third strip, ask kids to think about a scenario they might be facing or have faced in the past where they were uncertain or afraid about how something might turn out. 
· Tell them to draw all three scenes of that scenario.

What You Say:

“There are a lot of times in life when things are uncertain and we might be afraid because we don’t know what will happen next or how things will turn out. This could be things like (mention some of the things kids drew). [Make It Personal] (Share your own story of a time when you did what you should even when you didn’t know how things would turn out. Be sure to tell kids what it felt like to be scared or nervous but to do what you knew you should anyway.) What we need to remember is that God is always with us, and HE always knows what will happen next. And you know what? What happens next won’t always be good. But even so, God is ALWAYS with us during whatever is happening, and He will help us. Because of that, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when you don’t know what will happen next.”

3. Juggle the Verse
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Bibles, ping-pong balls, fine-tipped permanent markers, zip-top baggies
What You Do:

· Instruct kids to look up Joshua 1:9a in their Bibles, using the following tips:
Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Joshua in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kids find Joshua, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Joshua. Help the kids find the page. When they find Joshua, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 1. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 9 in chapter 1. 
· Give each kid three ping-pong balls and a marker. (Remind kids to be careful when using permanent markers. You may need to revoke permanent marker “privileges,” based on how they handle them!)
· Tell kids to write the first sentence of the verse on the ping-pong balls. Two balls will have one word, and the other will have two. They can divide it however they wish.
· Show kids how to juggle one ball. You can show them yourself and/or show them a tutorial video. (As always, make sure you have proper permission to show any video, and preview the video to make sure there’s no inappropriate words or music.)
· Allow kids to attempt to juggle one ball.

· Repeat the process with juggling two and then three balls. It is highly unlikely that anyone will be able to successfully do it, but it will be fun to try!

· Encourage kids to say the words of the verse as they juggle.

· Instruct kids to put their balls into a baggie.

What You Say:

“That was so much fun! Juggling isn’t easy, but you were starting to get the hang of it! I want you to take these balls home and practice some more. And while you’re practicing, make sure to say the verse! Remembering that God wants you to be strong and brave is much more important than learning how to juggle. And when you’re strong and brave, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when you don’t know what will happen next.”

Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Kids’ ping-pong balls from the “Juggle the Verse” activity OR Bibles
What You Do: 

· Give kids their ping-pong balls (or the Bibles), and tell them to set the balls in verse order in front of them (or open their Bibles to Joshua 1:9b and look at the first sentence of the memory verse).
· Tell kids to use the verse to pray and ask God to help them be strong and brave/courageous.
· Give them a short time to silently pray, and then close with the prayer below.
What You Say:

“Dear God, we praise You for Your strength and courage. Please help us to be strong and courageous as well. We know that sometimes we’ll face situations where we don’t know what will happen next, and that can often be scary or make us anxious. Give us the strength and courage to do what we should, even when we don’t know what will happen next. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask kids about the comic strips they drew today.
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