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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

The Stand

Bible Story: The Stand (Twelve Men Check Out the Land of Canaan) • Numbers 13-14
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when others are afraid.

Key Question: How can you be brave, even when others are afraid?

Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b, NIrV

Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid.

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· An offering container

· Two pennies for every two kids
· Paper plate; one for every two kids
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· No supplies needed
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that inviters kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· Notecards
· Pens

2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

· Bible
· Print “Shout it Out!” (Bible Story Phrases) Activity Page and cut apart

· Print “Shout it Out” (Random Phrases) Activity Page and cut apart
3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

· Bible
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
· Bible
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
The Stand

Bible Story: The Stand (Twelve Men Check Out the Land of Canaan) • Numbers 13-14
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when others are afraid.

Key Question: How can you be brave, even when others are afraid?

Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b, NIrV

Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, pray that your group would connect with today’s topic and would be willing to share about times when they struggle to break away from the crowd to do the right thing. Ask God to give you wisdom into how to draw out conversation from your students and how to gently encourage them to have courage in the face of the crowd.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Offering container, pennies, paper plates
What You Do:

· Invite kids to place their offerings in the container.
· Ask everyone to choose a partner.

· Give each team two pennies and a paper plate. 

· Direct one partner to tilt his or her head back and place a penny over each closed eye. 
· Direct the other partner to stand at the opposite side of the room and place the paper plate at his or her feet.
· Explain that when you signal everyone to “GO,” the partner whose eyes are closed must listen for the verbal directions of his partner from across the room directing him or her to their plate. 
· Note that everyone will be shouting out directions at the same time. 
· Once kids get to where their partners are standing, they must drop the pennies onto the paper plate. 
· If the coins miss the plate, they have to put them back on their eyes and try again. 
· The winner is the first team to successfully drop the coins onto the plate.
· Switch roles and play again.
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:

· Invite everyone to play a game called, “Stage Fright!”
· Stand in a circle.
· Tell everyone to look down at their feet.
· Explain that on the count of three everyone must raise their head and look directly at another person in the circle. 
· Any two people who are looking at each other must shout “STAGE FRIGHT!” then fall down dead. 
· They are out of the game until the next round begins. 
· Repeat until only two players are left
· Play again as time allows.
What You Say:

“‘Stage Fright’ is a thing. No one drops dead from it, but they might think they will. Some of us don’t like to get up in front of an audience. We get nervous, our knees shake, our mouths go dry, and our hearts race. Being on a stage in front of a bunch of people can be a scary thing but not nearly as terrifying as the situation some people in the Bible faced in our story today. Let’s go find out.” 
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that inviters kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
What You Need: Notecards, pens
What You Do:
· Give each kid three notecards and a pen.
· Tell the group to secretly write three things they or others are afraid of—one fear on each notecard.
· Collect the notecards.
· Play a game of “Would You Rather” by randomly choosing two of the notecards to fill in the following sentence: “Would you rather (read a notecard) or (read a notecard).”
· Repeat with the rest of the cards by mixing and matching different combinations. 
· Ask kids to explain their choices and why some things are scarier for them than others. 
· Include some of the suggestions below as needed or for variety.
· move to a new place
· feel embarrassed in front of your class

· make a mistake the loses the game

· lose a pet

· spill your lunch

· fail a test

· wear an outfit you feel weird in

· not get invited to a friend’s party

· go to school after a really bad haircut

· sing in front of an audience

· go alone to an event where you don’t know anyone
· Encourage conversation by asking questions such as the following:

· Do you think there are specific things EVERYONE is afraid of? Like what?

· Is there ever a good time to be afraid? 

· What are some reasons why one person is afraid of something and another person is not?
What You Say:
“We all have stuff that freaks us out. It’s even more freaky when the people we’re with are afraid, too. We talk about being brave and courageous, but when we’re actually in the thick of a scary situation, it’s easy to wimp out and not do the right thing. For example, those times when you might need to speak up when a kid is being treated badly even though you might get made fun of yourself. Or when you have to make a hard choice to walk away from a situation that’s dangerous or unwise even if your friends don’t. We won’t always do courage right, but God will use our experiences to help us learn how to trust Him in bigger ways. And trusting in God is the secret to being courageous even when others aren’t.” 

2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: Bible, “Shout it Out!” (Bible Story Phrases) Activity Page, “Shout it Out” (Random Phrases) Activity Page
What You Do:

· Remind kids that in today’s Bible story, ten of the twelve spies reported that they were afraid to attack the land. 
· Joshua and Caleb spoke up and reminded everyone that God would keep His promise and provide a way for them to conquer the land. 
· The Israelites listened to the voices of fear instead of God who had promised to be with them.
· Play a listening game in which one kid will listen for someone shouting a phrase about the story while everyone else shouts random, unrelated phases.
· Choose one kid to be the “Listener.”

· Assign the following parts to the remaining kids but ask them to keep silent until you signal the whole group to begin shouting the phrase on their cards:
· One “Bible Story Shouter”—Give him or her one of the “Shout it Out!” (Bible Story Phrases) cards.
· Two to eight “Shouters”—Give them each a different “Shout it Out!” (Random Phrases) cards.

· Signal the shouting to begin.
· Allow the “Listener” 10 seconds to discover the Bible Story Phrase from among the shouters then share how it relates to the story.
· Choose a new “Listener” then redistribute the “Shout it Out” cards so that a different Bible Story Phrase is being used by someone. 
· The remaining kids can exchange “Random Phrases” or can come up with additional ones.

· Discuss and apply the Bible story by going deeper with questions like ones below.
· How are we like the Israelites in today’s lesson when it comes to fear and courage?
· In what ways are we similar to Joshua and Caleb?

· We all face situations when we’re tempted to listen to the crowd instead of God. What should we do when that happens? 
· Joshua had Caleb. Caleb had Joshua. It’s important to choose best friends well. Do you have a friend who helps you do what you should even when others are too scared to do so? 

· Fear can be contagious, but so can courage. What are some ways you can help others when they are afraid?
· When you feel like fear is taking over and controlling you, what are three things you can do?
· Challenge your group to remember that when everyone else is ready to give up, God is ready to use them to speak up for Him and bravely do what’s right. Encourage them to be the voice that boldly shouts as Joshua and Caleb did—“The Lord is with us. Do not be afraid!” (Joshua 14:9b)

3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· Do you think we’re born with our fears or do we learn to be afraid? 

· Why is it easier to be courageous in a group rather than on our own?
· What are some ways we can be more courageous together as a group? 

4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Bible
What You Do:
· Tell kids they are each going to take on the role of a character in a fictional stage production called “The Test of Courage.”
· Assign the name of a character to each kid. (Use names from the list below or create others. Avoid using your kids’ actual names.)

· Chicken Charlie / Charlene

· Bulldog Betty / Bruce

· Stonewall Sam / Sally

· Scaredy Pat

· Courageous Carl / Kate

· Nervous Nelly / Ned

· Trembling Ted / Tina

· Bold Bob / Bailey

· Shrinking Sue / Steve

· Brave Blaine / Betsy
· Invite each person to share what they think their character is like based on his or her name.
· Describe a scene such as ones listed below then choose a couple of kids to share what they think their characters might do or say. 
· Encourage them to be as creative and dramatic as they like, while also being sensitive to kids who are shy or reserved.
· Scene 1: Friends are making fun of you for not wanting to see who can steal the most candy bars.

· Scene 2: Kids you hang out with are talking trash about someone you know from church.
· Scene 3: The kids on your soccer team think it’s weird that you pray before each game.

· Scene 4: You’re giving a book report in front of the whole class about a missionary in China. It’s the perfect opportunity to share your faith and let others know you believe in Jesus.
· Scene 5: A lot of kids in your class are trying out for the team. There’s a good chance you won’t make it so you wonder if you should even try.
· Read Psalm 56:3 aloud to the group. 
· Ask:
· How might the characters who were not courageous change if they lived out this verse?
· How might the characters who were already courageous be encouraged by Psalm 56:3?
· When might this verse help you this week as you live out your real-life production of “The Test of Courage”?

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Bible
What You Do: 
· Invite someone to read aloud Joshua 1:9b to the group.

· Challenge kids to memorize the verse together as you lead them in reciting it sentence by sentence.

· Ask the group to think of people who are often in situations where courage is required in order to do what they should even if others are afraid. For example:

· Government leaders (president, congressmen, etc.)

· Men and women in the military
· Teachers and principals at schools
· Pastors and church leaders

· Missionaries

· Us, as we try to be courageous in our schools, neighborhoods, and with our families

· Ask for volunteers who are willing to pray aloud for one or two of the people that were mentioned. Encourage the others to pray along silently. 

· Top off the prayer time by asking God to give courage to each of your kids by name. 
What You Say:

“Dear God, we pray for the many people around the world who need to be courageous even when others are afraid. We pray for ourselves as well. (Name each kid in your group and pray a sentence prayer for each.) You, Lord, are stronger than our fear, and we praise You for the strength You give us to do and say what’s right. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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