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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Ready or Not
Bible Story: Ready or Not (Moses and the Burning Bush / The 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12, 7–12:42
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don't feel ready.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· An offering container

2. Bible Bingo
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Print the “Bingo Cards” Activity Pages on cardstock; one card for each kid
· Print the “Bingo Card Images” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Bingo chips or paper scrap squares to use as bingo markers

· Scissors

· Optional: Plastic bugs as prizes for each round
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
* 1. Bible Story Dodecahedron
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Print the “Dodecahedron Example” Activity Page; one for each small group

· Bible

· 12 paper plates
· Crayons or markers

· Stapler

2.  Ready Position
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
· No supplies needed
3. Memory Verse Motions Review
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· A Bible
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Ready or Not
Bible Story: Ready or Not (Moses and the Burning Bush / The 10 Plagues) • Exodus 3–6:12, 7–12:42
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when you don't feel ready.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Most kids will not ever feel “ready” to take on something big or new. Pray for your few to have courage to do big things even when they don’t feel ready. Ask God to help the kids feel His presence as they do what they should do. 

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Greet the kids as they arrive, and encourage those who’ve brought an offering to place it in the offering container.
· Discuss the following “Would You Rather” questions:

· Would you rather be trapped in a room with 35 locusts (or grasshoppers) for 2 hours or 100 flies overnight?

· Would you rather have two big red sores on your shoulders or on the tops of your feet?

· Would you rather have to run through a hailstorm or walk over hot coals?

· Would you rather have to eat a beetle or a worm?
· Would you rather have to dig a huge hole in the hot sun all day or carry heavy bricks from one side of your yard to the other for two hours?
· Would you rather have to walk through a room filled with gnats blindfolded or walk barefoot across a floor covered with frogs with your eyes open?

· Would you rather pick up a snake with your bare hands or have to carry a walking stick with you everywhere you go for a whole year?
· NOTE: As you’re discussing the questions above, cut apart the “Bingo Card Images” Activity Page for the following activity.

2. Bible Bingo
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: “Bingo Cards” and “Bingo Card Images” Activity Pages; bingo chips or small paper squares; plastic bugs as prizes (optional)
What You Do:

· Pass out a Bingo Card and several bingo chips or paper squares to each kid.
· Shuffle the “Bingo Card Images” and lay in a stack facedown on the floor in front of you.
· Encourage kids to cover their “free space” in the center of their cards with a chip.

· Draw a card and show it to the children. 
· Encourage them to cover that same image on their cards with a chip. (If they have more than one of that image, they can cover each one with a chip.)

· Continue drawing cards and letting kids cover that image on their cards.
· The first child to get five in a row—vertically, horizontally, or diagonally—and say, “BINGO!” wins! If providing a prize, give each winner a plastic bug.

· Instruct kids to trade bingo cards and then play as many rounds as time and interest allow.

· For subsequent rounds, and for an added strategic challenge, only allow kids to cover one instance of each image. (In other words, if you draw a sheep card and a kid has three sheep squares on his card, he must choose which sheep to cover with a bingo chip.)
What You Say:

“Great bingo playing, friends! There is some crazy stuff on these cards.  [Transition] Did you know that EVERYTHING on this card appears in today’s Bible story? Seems a little unbelievable, doesn’t it? Let’s go!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
* 1. Bible Story Dodecahedron
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: “Dodecahedron Example” Activity Page; paper plates; crayons or markers; stapler; Bible
NOTE:  A dodecahedron is as three-dimensional shape with 12 faces. Each child will draw a scene from the Bible story as listed below. You will collect these images and staple all twelve together to create a dodecahedron, as shown on the Activity Page.
What You Do:
· Open the Bible to Exodus chapters 3 and 4 for reference.

· Pass out a paper plate to each child. You will need 12 completed paper plates to create a dodecahedron. If you have more than 12 children in your group, let two children work together. If you have fewer than 12, you may choose to complete numbers 4, 6, 11, and/or 12 yourself.
· Plate drawing suggestions: 

1. Two or three sheep – Moses as a shepherd

2. The burning bush – God speaks to Moses

3. A staff and a snake – God turns Moses’ staff into a snake

4. The words “I can’t speak!” in a speech bubble – Moses makes excuses

5. A simple drawing of Moses and Aaron – God agrees that Aaron can do the talking

6. The words “Let my people go!” in a speech bubble – Moses and Aaron ask, Pharaoh refuses 

7. Divide a plate in half and color one half blue and the other half red – Moses holds out staff, God turns water to blood, Pharaoh still refuses

8. Flies, frogs, gnats, cattle, hail, and/or locusts – God sends terrible plagues as a sign to Pharaoh, who still refuses to let God’s people go
9. A plate colored black in the center – God sends darkness over the land

10. A drawing of a door with a red smear at the top – The final plague: every first born in a household with no blood over the doorway dies

11. The words “Go! Be gone!” in a speech bubble – Pharaoh finally frees the Israelites 

12. Bottom Line in large block letters: [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when you don’t feel ready.
· Gather all the paper plates, review each one, and staple together to form a dodecahedron. (Refer to the picture on the Activity Page for an example.) 

· You should have two rows of five plates in a circular shape, stapled together with one plate at the top and one plate at the bottom. 
· Plates can be stapled in any order.
· Point to each plate and review today’s story as a group using the list above.

· When finished, gather the kids around your group’s dodecahedron and take a picture to share on your church’s social media pages or email to parents.
What You Say:
“Have you ever seen a dodecahedron before? Pretty cool, isn’t it? We covered so much in our Bible story today! From a burning bush, to all those terrible plagues, to Pharaoh finally agreeing to let the Israelites go. Did Moses WANT to go speak to Pharaoh? (Pause.) No way! Moses made all kinds of excuses because he was scared and he didn’t feel ready. But, if God asks us to do something, do you think He’ll be with us when we choose to obey? Absolutely. We can do the right thing, even if we don’t think we’re old enough or ready enough. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when you don’t feel ready.”
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time when you did the right thing as a kid but you didn’t feel ready. Maybe you told the truth about something when no one else would. Maybe you stood up for a kid getting picked on. Share with the group what happened and how God helped you show courage in that situation.) 
2. Ready Position
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:

· Gather the kids to stand an arm’s length apart from each other.
· Instruct them to get into a ready position as they would when playing a sport: feet flat on the ground, knees bent a bit, legs apart so you are balanced, both hands out in front of you.
· Once all kids are in the ready position, call out one of the actions below and instruct them to pantomime it.

· Between each one, instruct kids to go back to their ready positions.

· Actions: 
· Catch a ball headed for the outfield.
· Return a shot on the tennis court.
· Shoot a basketball into the hoop.
· Throw a ball back to the pitcher.
· Twist and spin around like a dancer.
· Stop a soccer ball from going into the goal.
· Return the ball back over the volleyball net.
· Catch a ball, dribble, and then pass to another player.
· Catch a frisbee in the air.
What You Say:

“What were some things you faced this week that maybe you weren’t ready for? (Pause for responses.) Can you think of an example of a time when you wanted to do the right thing and it was hard? (Pause for responses.) What are some things you could do to help you next time? What could you do to be in a ready position? (You could pray, you could recite this week’s bottom line as a reminder that God is with you to help, you could say this month’s memory verse.)
“Why is there a ‘ready position’ in sports? (Pause for responses.) That’s right! The action happens fast on the field or the court, and this position helps an athlete respond quickly. When it comes to following God, we need to have a ready position, too! We can pray, we can talk to a friend who follows God, or we can repeat a verse we’ve memorized so we can have the courage to do the right thing. Think about that ready position and decide what you want yours to be when it comes to courage. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when you don’t feel ready.”
3. Memory Verse Motions Review
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Bible
What You Do:

· Review Joshua 1:9b together as a group.
· Encourage the kids to stand up and review the motions you learned last week.
Be strong and brave. (Flex muscles.)
Do not be afraid. (Hold up one finger and shake it back and forth.)

Do not lose hope. (Hold up two fingers and shake them back and forth.)
I am the Lord your God. (Point to heaven.)

I will be with you everywhere you go. (March in place.)

Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
· Call on kids who feel comfortable to say the verse with the motions from memory in front of the whole group.

· Encourage the ones who don’t feel ready yet to stand up and take on the challenge! 
· Remind them of the Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] you can do what you should even, when you don’t feel ready, and tell them they have a chance to practice this right now!

What You Say:

“I LOVE this verse. It is such a good one to hide in your heart. When you memorize God’s Word, it helps you have the courage you need to be ready for whatever happens. God IS with you everywhere you go, so you don’t have to be afraid. You can be strong and brave and [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when you don’t feel ready.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Gather your group in a tight circle. 
· As you say the following lines of this month’s memory verse, encourage the kids to repeat after you, as a prayer together. 
What You Say:

“One thing we can do to make sure we’re ready for whatever comes is to pray and ask God to remind us that He is with us. For our prayer time today, I want you to repeat each phrase after I say it out loud. We’re basically going to be praying our memory verse. This will help us remember that [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when you don’t feel ready.
“Dear God, help me to be strong and brave,

“Help me not to be afraid. 

“I know you are the Lord my God
“And that You will be with me everywhere I go.
“In Jesus’ name, amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, let the kids show off the dodecahedron they created as a group to remember that just like Moses did, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when you don’t feel ready.
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