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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

The Stand
Bible Story: The Stand (Twelve Men Check Out the Land of Canaan) • Numbers 13–14
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when others are afraid.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· An offering container
2. What Is That?
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
· A shoebox with a lid; cut a hole out of the lid that a child’s hand can fit through
· A large bag or box with a lid with the following items inside:

· Zip-top bag of cooked spaghetti

· Wet sponge

· Two pipe cleaners

· One cup of popped popcorn

· Piece of foil or paper wadded into a ball
· Plastic egg

· Pine cone

· A few cotton balls
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Story Cube
[Talk about God| Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
· Print the “Story Cube” Activity Page and assemble; one for each small group
* 2. Grasshoppers vs. Giants 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Clothespins; one for each kid
· Googly eyes; two for each kid
· Green chenille stems cut into four pieces (you’ll need to use wire cutters); four pieces for each kid
· Green markers

· White school glue

· Clear tape

3. Five Part Memory Verse
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Bibles
4. Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Grasshoppers from the “Grasshoppers vs. Giants” activity
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
The Stand
Bible Story: The Stand (Twelve Men Check Out the Land of Canaan) • Numbers 13–14
Bottom Line: You can do what you should, even when others are afraid.
Memory Verse: Be strong and brave. Do not be afraid. Do not lose hope. I am the Lord your God. I will be with you everywhere you go. Joshua 1:9b (NIrV)
Life App: Courage—Being brave enough to do what you should do, even when you’re afraid
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Fear is contagious, especially when it comes to kids. Pray for God’s protection around your few as they may be facing things that are frightening or scary. Ask God to give them courage to help them be brave in the presence of others who are fearful.

1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Greet the kids as they arrive, and encourage anyone that’s brought an offering to place it in the offering container.
· Play “I Spy” with the kids. As they play, ask the following questions about their week:

· How was your week? What was the best thing that happened, and what was the worst thing that happened?

· What is something you’re looking forward to this week?
· As you’re playing, cut out the “Story Cube” Activity Page and assemble. You will use this in your Bible Story Review activity. 

2. What Is That?
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Prepared shoebox; bag or box containing: cooked spaghetti, pipe cleaners, popped popcorn, a ball of foil or paper, a wet sponge, a plastic egg, a pine cone, and a few cotton balls 
What You Do:

· Set the shoebox on the floor.
· Have the kids close their eyes (NO peeking) as you place one item from the bag or box into the shoebox.

· Ask the kids to open their eyes. 
· Select a kid to place her hand in the shoebox to feel and then try to identify the item inside. You can give hints if you would like to.

· Once a guess has been made, remove the item for the kids to see.

· Repeat with the remaining items, making sure the kids close their eyes as you place a new item in the shoebox for each round.

What You Say:

“Was it a little scary to place your hand inside that box not knowing what was inside? Some of these items felt pretty gross! [Transition] In Large Group we’ll hear about some spies who faced a pretty scary situation. Let’s go find out what happened!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Story Cube
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Prepared “Story Cube” (Activity Page)
What You Do:
· If you have not already done so, fold the “Story Cube” Activity Page to create a cube. Secure the edges with tape.
· Let the kids take turns rolling the cube and answering the question from the Bible story on the top of the cube. 
· If they roll and land on a question that has already been asked and answered, let them roll again until all questions have been reviewed.
· Questions/Answers:

· What happened first in the story? God told Moses to send some men to check out the land of Canaan
· How many tribes were there in Israel and how many spies did Moses send into the Promised Land? 12
· Why did Moses send in these spies? To check it out before they took it over as God had promised
· What did the spies find in this new land? Huge cities, crazy sized fruit, GIANTS
· What did ten of the spies report back to Moses? That they couldn’t take the land; they were afraid
· What did Joshua and Caleb report? They had courage and believed God when He said the land was theirs
What You Say:
“When the 12 men came back, 2 were confident they could take the land but 10 weren’t! Ten out of the 12 were afraid even after God had said this was their land. Joshua and Caleb chose to trust God and to do what they should do even when the other spies were afraid. They chose to obey God! And you can, too. You can always trust God to help you when you’re trying to obey Him. So remember, [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when others are afraid.”
[Make It Personal] (Tell your few about a time when you chose to have courage even when others around you were afraid. Maybe you stood up to a bully. Maybe you told the truth even though you were afraid of what might happen. How did choosing to do what you should even when others were afraid help strengthen your faith?) 
* 2. Grasshoppers vs. Giants
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Clothespins, green markers, green chenille pieces, clear tape, white school glue, and googly eyes
What You Do:

· Give each child a clothespin to create a grasshopper. 
· The pincher part of the clothespin will be the grasshopper’s mouth. 

· Encourage the kids to use a green marker to color the top of the clothespin.
· As they’re coloring, tear off a piece of clear tape for each child, the length of the clothespin. 
· Lay the tape on the floor, sticky side up. 
· Lay three pieces of the chenille stem across the sticky side of the tape: one at the top, one in the center, and one at the bottom of the piece of tape.

· Then, help each child stick the tape onto the bottom side of the clothespin and bend the chenille stems to create the grasshopper’s legs. 
· Pass out two googly eyes to each kid to glue onto the end of the clothespin on either side of the pincher or “mouth.”
· Give each child the fourth small piece of chenille stem to place in the pincher part of the clothespin and bend upward to form the grasshopper’s antennae.
What You Say:

“Everyone, hold up your creation! Look at how much bigger you are than this grasshopper. The spies in our Bible story were so afraid. They said there were giants in the land and that they felt like grasshoppers next to them! But remember, NOTHING is too big for God. You can obey Him and do what He’s asked you to do because He is more powerful than anything. You can trust that He is in control even when others are afraid—even when YOU are afraid. Just like you are WAY bigger than this grasshopper, God is way bigger and way stronger than anything you might face. [Bottom Line] You can do what you should, even when others are afraid.”
3. Five Part Memory Verse
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Bibles
What You Do:

· Open a Bible to Joshua 1:9b and review the verse together as a group.
· Split your group into five teams. Assign each team a phrase from the verse:
1. Be strong and brave.
2. Do not be afraid. 

3. Do not lose hope. 

4. I am the Lord your God. 

5. I will be with you everywhere you go.
Joshua 1:9b, NIrV

· Give each team a few minutes to decide how they would like to perform their verse phrase for the group. 
· They can create new motions, say or sing it in a silly voice, create a fun chant, etc. 
· Let each group present their phrase in verse order and then have everyone in the group say the reference (Joshua 1:9b) together.

· Challenge the group to repeat the verse in phrases for a total of 12 times, like the 12 tribes of Israel! 
What You Say:

“That was fun! I love your creativity. You can be strong and brave. You don’t have to be afraid. Group Five: who is with us everywhere we go? (Pause for response.) Yes! God is with us. He loves you, and He will give you the courage you need so that [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when others are afraid.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Grasshoppers from the “Grasshoppers vs. Giants” activity
What You Do: 

· Encourage the children to hold their grasshoppers as a reminder that to God, all our fears are like small grasshoppers! Nothing is too big for Him to handle. 
· Close in prayer for the group as they hold their grasshoppers.
What You Say:

“Heavenly Father, thank You for reminding us that nothing is too big for You. We can be brave and have courage, even when others are afraid. We want to obey You, God. Help us to do what we should do even when others are afraid. You are awesome, God. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

“If possible, I want you to put these grasshoppers in your backpack and carry them with you as a reminder that nothing is too big. These cute little grasshoppers will remind you that God is with you, and He will give you courage so that [Bottom Line] you can do what you should, even when others are afraid.”
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to show off their grasshoppers and talk about what they have to do with courage!
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