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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Born to Be Our Friend
Bible Story: Born to Be Our Friend (The Coming Birth of Jesus) • Luke 1:26-56
Bottom Line: You can have joy because God is with you.
Memory Verse: Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful! Philippians 4:4 (NIrV)
Life App: Joy—Finding a way to be happy, even when things don’t go your way
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd-3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Chopsticks; one set for every two or three kids
· Jumbo marshmallows; five for each kid

2. Dear Friend!
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing
· Red and green construction paper; one or two pieces for each kid
· Markers; enough for the group to share

· Christmas stickers (optional)
· Optional: Pre-make one or two cards with the Bottom Line and/or a nice Christmas message as examples for your group
· Decide on an organization ahead of time where you can send Christmas cards. It can be an assisted living facility, a children’s hospital, a fire station (or other place where people have to work on Christmas), or whatever you choose. 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Gabriel, May I?
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· No supplies needed
* 2. Even When 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment 
· Print the “Even When” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Print the “Even When Labels” Activity Page on Avery® labels 6464 or equivalent; one label for each kid

· Small gift boxes (or brown paper bags); one for each kid

· Markers; enough for the group to share

· Scissors; one for each kid

· Christmas gift decorations such as gift bows and stickers; enough for group to share

3. Messages of Joy
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· Bibles 

· Cards from the “Dear Friend” activity
· Markers; enough for group to share

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Cards from the earlier activities
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Born to Be Our Friend
Bible Story: Born to Be Our Friend (The Coming Birth of Jesus) • Luke 1:26-56
Bottom Line: You can have joy because God is with you.
Memory Verse: Always be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful! Philippians 4:4 (NIrV)
Life App: Joy—Finding a way to be happy, even when things don’t go your way
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to protect kids’ hearts from the potential hurt and pain that this season can bring, for those whose homes aren’t filled with love and joy, or for those whose future is uncertain. Pray that you would be able to be a light and source of encouragement for those kids in particular, and that you would have the wisdom to lead the rest of the group to do the same.
1. Early Arriver
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Chopsticks and jumbo marshmallows
What You Do:

· As kids arrive encourage them to sit in groups of two or three.
· Give each group 15 marshmallows and a set of chopsticks. 

· Explain that each person in the group will share something that brings them joy and then stack a marshmallow using the set of chopsticks.

· Encourage kids to continue going around the circle, sharing things that bring them joy and building their tower higher.

· The goal is to build the largest “tower of marshmallow joy” possible without it falling over!

2. Dear Friend!
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Construction paper, markers, Christmas stickers (optional)
What You Do:

· Provide each kid with a piece of construction paper, markers, and Christmas stickers (optional).
· Tell your group that you will be making Christmas cards for the organization or group that your church has chosen.
· If possible, describe the typical Christmas season of the group you’ve chosen and help kids understand what their cards will mean to those who receive them.

· Instruct kids to fold the paper in half to make a greeting card.

· Encourage them to write messages of joy on their cards, such as “Thank you for all you do during this season,” or, “I pray you have a JOY-filled Christmas!”  
· Help kids know what kinds of messages make sense, given who you’re giving the cards to.

· Instruct your group to leave the back of the cards blank.

· Allow kids to make more than one card if time and supplies allow it.

What You Say:

“You all really outdid yourselves! Can you imagine how happy the people who receive these are going to be? I think your cards will remind them that no matter what their Christmas looks like, they can have joy. [Transition] Today in Large Group, we are going to learn about how we, too, can always have joy even when things don’t turn out how we expected them to!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Gabriel, May I?
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:

· Divide your few into two teams.
· Explain that you will be playing an old game called “Mother, May I?” except today’s version is, “Gabriel, May I?”

· You will be “Gabriel,” standing about 15 feet away from the kids. 

· The goal is for the teams to get every person on their team to you on the other side. 

· Kids and teams will take turns asking if they can move forward.

· For example, the first kid on Team A will ask, “Gabriel, may my I take two steps forward?” Gabriel could say yes. Gabriel could say no. Gabriel could say, “Only if you get this question correct!” 

· If they get the review question wrong, Gabriel can tell that kid she has to take a step (or two) backward. 

· After the first kid moves (or gets denied), then it’s Team B’s turn.

· Continue in this way, alternating teams and making sure each kid gets the same amount of chances to ask Gabriel if they can move forward. 

· Keep the pace of the game fast, by answering their requests quickly and moving on to the next kid.

· To keep it fair, you may want to turn your back to the kids for the last few rounds, so each team has an equal chance at getting to the front.

Sample review questions:
1.  Who was Mary engaged to? (Joseph)
2.  Who came to visit Mary unexpectedly? (Gabriel)
3.  How did Mary feel at first when Gabriel came to visit her? (Scared)
4.  What did Gabriel say was going to happen to Mary? (She was going to have a baby, Jesus)
5.  What happened to Elizabeth’s baby when she heard Mary? (The baby jumped)
6.  How did Elizabeth know that Mary was pregnant? (God’s Spirit spoke to her)
7.  How long did Mary stay with Elizabeth? (Three months)
8.  What did Mary do after she realized what was happening? (She sang a song)
What You Say:

“That was a pretty fun game to watch! What did you find discouraging or challenging about the game? (Allow time for answers.) You guys are right! I can only imagine how scared and discouraged Mary must have been when others didn’t understand what was happening or maybe when people were not so nice to her. What a very big job God gave to Mary!

“You know, God has big plans for our lives as well. It could start with being nice to our sister or brother or that kid at school who doesn’t have any friends. It could begin with donating some of your toys this Christmas season to those who don’t have as much as you do or being grateful no matter what you do or don’t receive Christmas morning. No matter what job God has placed in front of us, [Bottom Line] you can have joy because God is with you.” 
* 2. Even When
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: “Even When” and “Even When Labels” Activity Pages; scissors; markers; gift boxes or brown paper bags; bows and other Christmas gift decorating supplies
What You Do:

· Give each kid an “Even When” Activity Page, scissors, and markers.
· Encourage your group to color the illustrations on the Activity Page.

· When kids are finished, instruct them to cut each picture out.

· As your few are coloring, prompt them with questions such as: 
· “What do you think is happening in this picture?” 
· “What would you do if that was happening to you?”

· When kids are finished coloring and cutting, provide each kid with a gift box (or bag), label, and decorating supplies. 

· Encourage them to place their label on the front of the box.

· Next, instruct them to decorate their box with markers and the provided decorating supplies.

· Lastly, encourage your few to put their squares inside the box.
What You Say:

“Look at that! It looks like you are going home with a gift from church today. Okay, maybe this isn’t quite the gift you were hoping for. But my hope is that you will use this box to BE a gift to others! We have lots of different scenarios inside our boxes: someone who is sad, someone who is moving, someone who is not having the perfect Christmas, and more. And you can even create more of your own pictures to put inside when you get home. What kinds of things might happen this week to steal your joy? (Let a few kids answer.)
“When you see someone struggling to have joy, take one of these pictures out and give it to them. Remind them that [Bottom Line] you can have joy because God is with you. Who knows, maybe you could be the person who helps turn their Christmas around!” [Make It Personal] (Share a personal example from a time you were able to encourage someone and remind them that God is with them.)
3. Messages of Joy 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Cards from the “Dear Friend” activity, Bibles, markers
What You Do:

· Recite Philippians 4:4 together out loud.
· Hand out the cards the kids made earlier.
· Provide them with markers and a Bible. (Kids may need to share Bibles.)

· Instruct them to open up to Philippians 4:4 and to write out the memory verse on the back of the cards.
· Ask kids to share some situations they’ve experienced where it was hard to have joy. 

· Remind kids about who their cards will go to and what kinds of difficult situations the card receivers might be going through. 
What You Say:

“God’s Word is meant to be shared with others! It’s the best gift you could ever give someone this Christmas season. So, way to go! You can cross ‘best gift giver’ off your to-do list. These cards are going to people who may have a little less joy than all of the rest of us, but thanks to you, you are reminding them that [Bottom Line] you can have joy because God is with you. Our verse is going to remind them that no matter what they are facing or what their circumstances look like, they can always have joy because of who they belong to. I can’t wait for our friends at [organization’s name] to receive these!”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Cards from previous activity 
What You Do: 

· Encourage your few to hold their cards in their lap. 
· Tell kids you are going to pray over the people who will be receiving these cards. 
What You Say:

“Dear God, we lift up each person who will be receiving one of these cards. We pray that from the moment they are given this card they would see Your love for them and how important they are in Your heart. We know that their Christmas might look different than they wanted it to, and so we pray that no matter what this Christmas season has been like for them, these cards would be a reminder of how [Bottom Line] you can have joy because God is with you.”
As adults arrive to pick up, have each kid display their “Even When” gift box. Ask them, “Who is one person you think you’ll be able to encourage with your box this week?” 
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