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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Reason to Believe
Bible Story: Reason to Believe (Jesus and John the Baptist) • Matthew 11:1-6 (Supporting: James 1:5)
Bottom Line: If you don’t understand something about God, ask.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· An offering container
· “Brain games” like Blokus®, Boggle® Jr, Buzzword® Jr, UNO®, Sequence® Numbers, Catan™ Junior, Scrabble® Junior, or Zingo!®
2. Toothpick Brain Games
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
· 50 toothpicks 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Color Choices  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Red and blue construction paper (or two other different colors of paper) cut in half; one half sheet for each kid
* 2. Who Do You Ask?
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· Index cards; one for each kid plus three more
· Pens

3. Do You Know It?
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Bibles

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Index cards from the “Who Do You Ask?” activity
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Reason to Believe
Bible Story: Reason to Believe (Jesus and John the Baptist) • Matthew 11:1-6 (Supporting: James 1:5)
Bottom Line: If you don’t understand something about God, ask.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray for your few, as the “rubber meets the road” and they start to put what they know about God into practice. Ask God to meet kids where they are when they have questions about Him. Pray that kids would be encouraged today to share their questions about God with those who might be able to answer them, and that they would learn more about God by asking their questions. 
1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Offering container, “brain games”
What You Do:

· Welcome kids by name as they arrive and encourage them to place their offerings in the offering container.

· Encourage the kids to select a “brain game” you’ve provided to play in pairs or groups. Make sure they understand the game rules.

· As children are playing, ask the following questions about their week:
· Tell me about a time this week when you excelled at something—when something clicked and you felt like you did a great job? 

· Tell me about a time this week when you had a hard time. Maybe you struggled to understand something or someone was unkind or things didn’t go your way. What happened?
2. Toothpick Brain Games
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Toothpicks
What You Do:

· Divide your group into three or four teams. Give each team 12 toothpicks.
· Explain that you will give teams a challenge and they have to work together to figure out a solution. 
· If they get stuck, they can ask you a question for help.
Challenge 1a:

Make three squares out of 10 toothpicks. 
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THEN take away two toothpicks to create two squares.

Solution: Take away the two toothpicks that form the bottom and side of the third square.
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Challenge 2:

Use six toothpicks to make four triangles.
Solution: 
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Challenge 3:

Show your group how to use twelve toothpicks to create four squares. 
[image: image4.png]



THEN move three toothpicks to create three squares. Leaders, this one is the biggest challenge, so be prepared to answer questions and lead them to the solution!

Solution: Remove the two toothpicks that form the upper left corner AND the toothpick that forms the bottom of the lower right-hand square. Then use the three you’ve removed to form a new square at the lower right as shown below.
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What You Say:

“These brain games were tough! Good thing you could ask for help when your team was stumped! [Transition] In Large Group, we’ll discover that when it comes to following God, we can always ask for help.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Color Choices
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Red and blue construction paper halves
What You Do:
· Divide your small group into two teams. Declare one team the red team and one team the blue team.

· Give each kid a piece of their team’s color of construction paper. 
· Explain that you will call out several true-or-false statements about today’s Bible story. 
· If they think the statement is true, they should hold up their paper. 
· If they think the statement is false, they should just leave the paper in their lap.
· Ask for one kid to volunteer to be the scorekeeper. You can count up the papers and call out the score for the volunteer to write down. 
· If the statement is true, count the number of papers raised by each team. 
· If the statement is false, count the number of papers in laps for each team.
· To keep the kids from simply waiting for others to answer so they can follow suit, instruct the kids to close their eyes when they answer. Make sure they understand they can’t change their answer once they’ve made their decision.
True / False Statements:

1. John was sent to prepare the way for Jesus. (True)
2. Jesus didn’t think that John should baptize him. (False; Jesus asked John to baptize Him even though John didn’t think he was worthy)
3. King Herod threw John into prison for speaking the truth. (True)
4. While in prison, John heard about what Jesus was doing and started to question if Jesus was really the One they’d been waiting for. (True)
5. John told his messengers to go to Jesus and ask, “What do you like better: chocolate ice cream or vanilla? (False; John sent his messengers to ask Jesus if He was the Messiah) 
6. When John’s messenger found Jesus, he asked, “Are you the one we’ve been waiting for? Or should we look for another”? (True)
7. To prove who he really was, Jesus showed the messengers his ID badge. (False; Jesus told them to report what they had witnessed to prove He really was the Messiah)
8. Jesus told John’s messengers to report back to John that the blind were given sight, the lame could now walk, the deaf could hear, and those with leprosy were now cured. (True)
9. Even John had doubts and was willing to ask questions. When you have questions about following God, you can always ask. (True)
10. It’s not okay to ask questions about God in our small group. (False; you can always bring your questions; we may need to figure things out together but that’s part of why we meet as a group each week)
What You Say:
“John seems like the last person that would have had doubts about Jesus and who He really was! After all, John was the one who baptized Jesus. Why do you think John began to question Jesus’ identity? (Pause.) Do you think Jesus was bothered by the questions John’s followers asked of Jesus? (Pause.) No way. No question is too small or too big for God. We can always ask. We can read God’s Word. We can talk about our questions here in this small group. We can ask parents or other trusted adults who follow God. We might not always find an answer, but we will gain knowledge about God by asking questions. Then our faith becomes stronger as we learn and grow. [Bottom Line] If you don’t understand something about God, ask.” 
[Make It Personal] (Talk to kids about a question you were curious about when you were their age. Maybe you wondered about heaven or about how to follow God when others around you were making different choices. Who did you talk to? What did you learn? How did asking questions help you grow in knowledge of God and your faith and trust in Him?) 
* 2. Who Do You Ask?
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Index cards, pens
What You Do:

· Divide the group into three teams.
· On three different index cards, write the following (one statement per card): 
· Questions you ask a mom, dad, or other adult at home
· Questions you ask your teacher

· Questions you ask your friends
· Give each team an index card. 
· Give teams a few minutes to come up with three or four questions you might ask the people in that category and write them on the card.
· For instance, if a team has the card that reads, “Questions you ask a mom, dad, or other adult at home” they might write down:

· What’s for dinner?

· Do I HAVE to help my brother?

· Where are my soccer cleats?
· Give each team the opportunity to read the questions they’ve come up with, and allow the rest of the group to guess the answer.

· Repeat with the other two groups.

· Give each kid a blank index card, and ask them to each write down one question they would like to know about God. 
· Encourage the kids to only write a question and not include their name.

· Once kids are finished, have them turn the cards in to you.

What You Say:

“Questions are a part of life. If you kept a record of all the questions you ask in a day, I would guess the number would be pretty high. When we have questions about God, we can always ask. Some questions, like ‘Why does it have to rain during field day?’ are everyday kinds of questions. But some questions might be bigger, like, ‘Why can’t I see God?’ or ‘Where does God live and can I get there with my GPS?’ Here are a few things you’re currently wondering about.
(Share a couple of the questions from the index cards and if time allows, discuss answers.)
“There are all kinds of things we can learn and know about God. It’s a lifelong process! Where can we find answers? By reading God’s Word, by praying and asking God, and by talking to other people we trust who follow God. Remember [Bottom Line] When you have questions about God, ask.”

3. Do You Know It? 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Bibles
What You Do:

· Look up and review Proverbs 2:6 as a group.

· Pair up with another small group. 

· Gather the two groups of kids on one side of the room with the Small Group Leaders on the other.

· One kid from each team will run to his/her leader and repeat the verse from memory. 

· If it’s correct, the Leader sends the kid back to tag the next person in line and sit down. 

· If it’s incorrect, the Leader gives a hint or says which words they missed. Then they send them back to tag the next person in line and get in line themselves.
· Remind kids that it’s okay if they are incorrect the first time. They can always try again. The goal isn’t to get it right the first time. It’s to practice until they can say it from memory. 

· Play until every kid has said the verse and is seated.

What You Say:

“All knowledge comes from who? (Pause.) Yes, from God. I’m so thankful that God didn’t just create us and leave us on our own to figure things out for ourselves. He’s given us His Word, He’s given us our families and other adults who trust Him, and He’s given us this group where we can talk and learn about God together. Just as you ask questions at school to learn something new, I want you to know that you can always ask questions in our group! [Bottom Line] If you don’t understand something about God, ask.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Index cards from the “Who Do You Ask” activity
What You Do: 

· Pass out the index cards with questions from the previous activity.  
· Make sure the kids do not receive the questions they wrote down originally.
· Give the kids a few minutes to share the questions written on their cards
· Remind the kids that questions are good because asking questions is one way we learn and grow.
· Pray for the questions shared—that God would help us find the answers we need as we follow Him.

What You Say:

“These question are great! Remember, you can read God’s Word, you can ask a trusted adult who follows God, and you can always bring your questions to our small group. Knowledge is learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do. I hope that you’ll always ask questions so you can learn something new about God! [Bottom Line] When you have questions about God, ask. Let’s pray.
“Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us the ability to learn new things and gain more knowledge. When we have questions like those shared today, help us to have the courage to ask! We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

As adults arrive to pick up, challenge them to talk with kids about how asking questions can help them grow in their knowledge and understanding of God.
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