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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

The Boy Is Back in Town
Bible Story: The Boy Is Back in Town (The Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52
Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for 2nd–3rd grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· An offering container
· “Brain games” like Blokus®, Boggle® Jr, Buzzword® Jr, UNO®, Sequence® Numbers, Catan™ Junior, Scrabble® Junior, or Zingo! ®
2. Color Knowledge
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Optional: Create a color die:

· Cover an empty square tissue box with construction paper in the following colors: red, green, blue and yellow.

· Since a die has six sides and there are four colors, you may choose to repeat two colors or make the top and bottom a “free” space.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2. 
1. Show What You Know 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Print the “Show What You Know” Activity Page; one for each small group

· Scraps of paper or index cards; four for each kid
· Markers

· Painter’s tape

* 2. Knowing God Mural
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· A three-foot piece of butcher paper
· Markers

3. Memory Verse Hopscotch 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
· Print the “Memory Verse Pages” Activity Pages on cardstock; one set for each small group
· A small stone or beanbag
· Bibles

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· The mural from the “Knowing God Mural” activity
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
The Boy Is Back in Town
Bible Story: The Boy Is Back in Town (The Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52
Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for being a God who desires to know us and to have us know Him. Thank Him that we CAN know Him—that He gives us His Word and His people in order for us to have a relationship with Him. Pray for the kids who might not have a relationship with God yet. Ask God to build a foundation of curiosity and to lead those kids to seek answers to their questions and explore what a relationship with God looks like. 
1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: An offering container, “brain games”
What You Do:

· Welcome kids by name as they arrive and encourage them to place their offerings in the offering container if applicable.
· Encourage the kids to select a “brain game” you’ve provided to play in pairs or groups. 
· Make sure they understand the game rules, and be prepared to be the “referee” if there’s a dispute about a particular situation.
· As kids are playing, ask the following questions about their week:

· Did anything happen at school or at home this week that was out of the ordinary?

· What made you smile this week?

· What made you frown this week?

2. Color Knowledge
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Color die (optional)
What You Do:

· Assign each kid one of the following four colors: red, green, yellow or blue. Kids must remember their color. 
· Select one child to be “It.”
· Call out one of the four colors or roll the die (or let the kid who’s “It” roll the die). 
· Every kid assigned that particular color must get up and find a new seat. 
· The kid in the center will try to steal a seat while this happens. 
· The kid who doesn’t find a seat will be “It” for the following round. 

· After a few rounds, reassign colors. Continue play as time and interest allow. 

· Note: If you’re using the die, and it has free spaces on it, when the die lands on one of those spaces, all the kids must get up and find a new seat.
What You Say:

“Believe it or not, there was a time when you didn’t know color names. Someone had to teach you to recognize red, green, yellow or blue. In order to play this game, knowing your color was the most important thing. [Transition] In Large Group today, we’ll discover the MOST important thing to know. Let’s go!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Show What You Know
[Talk About God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Show What You Know” Activity Page; scraps of paper or index cards; markers; painter’s tape
What You Do:
· Pass out four scraps of paper (or four index cards) and a marker to each kid.

· Instruct the kids to label their cards A, B, C, and D. 
· The purpose of these cards is to ensure kids select an answer for themselves, rather than just following the crowd to move to a certain box.

· As the kids are working, use the tape to mark four boxes on the floor in four corners of your small group area. Label each box A, B, C, or D.
· Gather the kids in center of your small group area.

· Read a review question and multiple-choice answers (from the Activity Page) and give kids a moment to pick their answer.
· Repeat the question and possible answers if needed.

· Instruct kids to hold up a card with their answer—A, B, C or D—and then move to corresponding box on the floor. 
· Reveal the correct answer and then have the kids return to the center for the next question.

· Repeat until all questions have been answered.

What You Say:
“Isn’t it cool to read about Jesus as a twelve-year-old boy? Of all the places for Mary and Joseph to find him, it makes sense that he would be in the temple talking about God. Because [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. 
“Tell me about something you’re learning in school right now. (Pause.) You will learn so many important things as you grow in knowledge. After all, that’s what school is all about at your age. The awesome thing about God is that there is ALWAYS something new to learn about him. I’m still learning new things as a grownup! Of all the things you’ll learn, [Bottom Line] knowing God is the MOST important thing.”
* 2. Knowing God Mural
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
What You Need: Butcher paper, markers
What You Do:

· Set the butcher paper in the center of your space.
· Encourage kids to write or draw pictures of ways we can learn more about God.

· To get them started, talk about what you do in Small Group (read the Bible, pray, talk with one another about what God is teaching you, ask questions, etc.) as a way to get them thinking, and ask:
· What are some ways you learn about God?

· How do we get to know God?

· Once the kids have had a few minutes to write or draw their answers, ask some kids to share. 
· Discuss other answers you see on the page.
· Set the mural aside for the Prayer activity.

What You Say:

“I love what you’ve written and drawn here on our mural. Even though we can’t see God face to face, He has provided a way for us to know Him. We can know Him by reading His Word, we can learn about Jesus and what He has done for us, we can pray and talk to God, and we can talk about God with our friends and our small group here at church. God loves you and wants you to know Him. [Bottom Line] Knowing God is the most important thing.”

[Make It Personal] (Talk to kids about your quiet time routine, your own small group, or other ways you spend time with God in order know Him more and more. How does this time grow your knowledge and understanding of God and help you grow in your relationship with Him?)
3. Memory Verse Hopscotch 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: “Memory Verse Pages” Activity Pages; Bibles; small stone or beanbag
What You Do:

· Pass out Bibles and encourage the kids to open to Proverbs 2:6 using the navigation tips below. 
Finding verses with 2nd and 3rd graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Proverbs in the list under “Old Testament.” When the kids find Proverbs, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Help the kids find the page. When they find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 2. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 6 in chapter 2. 
· Read the verse several times together. 
· Talk about how God is the giver of all knowledge and wisdom. Unlike Siri or Alexa, there isn’t anything he doesn’t know or cannot find.

· Place the “Memory Verse Pages” on the floor in a hopscotch pattern, in verse order. 
· There are 12 pages including the verse reference. 
· So a possible pattern for the NIrV might be:

· The

· Lord gives

· wisdom.

· Knowledge and 
· understanding

· come from

· his

· mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
· Line up the kids at the start of the hopscotch board. Select one child to stand to the side and manage the hopscotch board. 
· Instruct the first child to toss the stone or beanbag onto a word of the verse. 
· Have the volunteer managing the board pick up the stone / beanbag and turn that page facedown so that you cannot see the word. 

· Let the child who threw the stone / beanbag hop along the hopscotch board, as everyone repeats the verse together, including the missing word. 

· Once the child finishes hopping along the board, he becomes the new person managing the board and the other kid goes to the end of the hopscotch line to play.
· Play continues until everyone has had a turn or all words have been turned facedown.

What You Say:

“That was fun! As this verse tells us, all knowledge comes from God. There isn’t anything He doesn’t know or any question He cannot answer. Learning is fun and exciting for sure. What is something fun you’re working on learning? (Pause as kids respond.) I love that you are curious about so many different things! Of all the things we can learn about and of all the knowledge we could gather, there is ONE thing more important than all the rest. [Bottom Line] Knowing God is the most important thing. That’s why we gather as a small group every week—so we can learn more and more about God and how to follow Him.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: The mural from the “Knowing God Mural” activity
What You Do: 

· Gather the kids around the mural they created earlier. 
· Encourage them to choose one thing they want to start doing regularly as a way to know God better. 
· If the kids feel comfortable, have them place their finger on the mural to indicate their selection.
· Lead the kids in prayer, asking God to help them grow in their knowledge of Him.
What You Say:

“I’m so thankful to know that even as a twelve-year-old boy, Jesus wanted to spend time in the temple, asking questions and talking about God. I think that tells us just how important it is for us to do the same thing. That’s one big reason we meet as a small group each week—so that we can ask questions, discuss what we’re learning, and grow in our knowledge and understanding of God. Because [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing.
(Pray a prayer similar to the one below, using your own words.)
“Heavenly Father, thank You for loving us and for sending Jesus. Thank You for His example in the temple. We want to grow in our knowledge and understanding of You, because knowing You is the most important thing. Help us read Your Word, talk to You in prayer, and come to our small group each week so we can grow in our relationship with You. We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to show off the “Knowing God Mural” they created earlier as they learned today that [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing.
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