252 Groups


February 2020, Week 3



Small Group, Preteen

252® Groups

Group Experiences for K-5th Grades

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.
Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. 
Used by permission of Biblica.
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, 
NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide.
Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Never Gonna Give You Up
Bible Story: Never Gonna Give You Up (Love Your Enemies) • Matthew 5:43-47
Key Question: When is it hard to love others?
Bottom Line: Love others because they matter to God.

Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)
Life App: Love—Choosing to treat others the way you want to be treated.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· An offering container

· Conversation hearts from previous weeks (about 250)
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

·  Print the “Pairs of Opposites” Activity Page and cut apart; enough for every 3-4 kids
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 

[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
· Index cards; 20 for each small group
· Pens 

2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk About God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning in through hands-on experimentation and discovery

· Bible
· Balloons; one for each kid
· Several rolls of tape
· Straight pin or needle; one for each small group
3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning in through hands-on experimentation and discovery

· Bibles

· Hand wipes

· Water

· Paper towels
· Dry erase marker; one for each kid
· Glass baking dish or pie plate with no design; one for each kid
· For a visual, of the experiment go to: http://bit.ly/340aswH
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· Bibles
· CD cases with inserts from previous weeks

Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Never Gonna Give You Up
Bible Story: Never Gonna Give You Up (Love Your Enemies) • Matthew 5:43-47
Key Question: When is it hard to love others?
Bottom Line: Love others because they matter to God.

Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)
Life App: Love—Choosing to treat others the way you want to be treated.
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take some time to pray that your kids would walk out of group today with a better idea of how they can love those around them who they don’t necessarily always agree with or get along with. Pray that God would soften their hearts toward those in their lives they sometimes see as enemies.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Offering container, conversation hearts
What You Do:

· Form pairs.
· Set out the candy hearts within reach of both partners.
· Explain that kids will race their partner to see who can line up the most hearts on the floor in one minute. 
· They must start the line with one heart, then make a second line next to it with two hearts then three and so on. 
· They will make each line one heart longer than the previous one as in the example below.
X

XX
XXX

XXXX
XXXXX
· Switch partners and repeat as time allows.
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: “Pairs of Opposites” Activity Page
What You Do:

· Invite teams of three or four kids to sit in a circle. 

· Give each team a set of “Pairs of Opposites” cards, asking them not to look at what’s written on the cards.
· Direct kids to place the cards face down in two even rows in the middle of their circle.
· Explain that the cards contain words that are opposites, and kids will be playing a matching game with the cards. 
· Tell kids to take turns flipping over two random cards. 
· If the words on the cards are opposites, that player keeps the cards. 
· If they aren’t, he turns them back over and it is the next player’s turn. 
· The first team to get all of the cards matched is the winner. 
If you have a more active group, consider this alternate game: 
· Give each kid one of the “Pairs of Opposites” cards, making sure both pairs of cards are given out.
· Ask kids to not say or show what is written on their card. 
· At the same time, everyone will each act out what is on their card as they watch the rest of the group to find their “match” (the kid who is doing the opposite of their own action).
What You Say:
“When we follow Jesus, there will be times when He asks us to do the opposite of what our natural response might be. For example, He will tell us to be joyful even in hard times or to put others first instead of ourselves. Living for Jesus sometimes means doing the opposite of what we feel like doing. In Large Group, we’re going to learn about something God helps us do that’s the opposite of what we might normally want to do.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot

[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Index cards, pens
What You Do:
· Set up two teams.
· Ask Team One to write down 10 things that people do that make them hard to love, one example on each index card. 
· Instruct kids not to include anyone’s name.
· Ask Team Two to write down 10 things people do that show love, one thing on each index card. 
· Bring teams together when everyone’s finished.
· Invite someone from Team One to read one of their cards. 
· Ask Team Two to share an action described on one of their cards that might be a helpful or loving way to respond in that situation. 
· If none of their cards fit the situation Team Two described, brainstorm as a group what a loving response might be.
· Continue in the same manner by having Team One read a card and Team Two respond with ideas written on their cards.
· Encourage kids to share experiences they have had in which a loving response has diffused a tense situation or helped turn an enemy into a friend.
What You Say:
“Throughout our lives, we will encounter lots of situations in which we are teased, annoyed, or treated unfairly by someone. As a follower of Jesus, we can (and SHOULD) respond differently from those who don’t know Jesus. When we come face to face with those who are hard to love, it’s an opportunity to remember that every person matters to God. He doesn’t hold back His love from people who treat others badly or give His love only to people who are nice. God made each of us in His image, and that means we matter to Him. God’s plan is to help each person come to know, love, and follow Jesus. When you show love to an enemy, you’re reaching out to them the way God does.” 

2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk About God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning in through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Bible, balloons, tape, straight pin or needle
What You Do:
· Provide partners with a Bible, balloon, and tape. 
· Assign one of the following verses to each team:
· Matthew 5:44
· Ephesians 4:32
· Luke 6:28

· Matthew 7:12

· Proverbs 15:1
· Ask one partner to blow up the balloon and tie it off while the other partner looks up the verse.

· Direct kids to use two two-inch pieces of tape to make an “X” on their balloons.

· Bring teams together and sit in a circle.

· Invite one team to read their verse aloud. 

· Hand one of the partners the straight pin as you instruct them to carefully push the pin through the middle of the taped “X.”

· Leave the pin in as kids discuss the verse together:
· How does this verse suggest that we act, in terms of the way you should react to a person or situation that makes you angry, upset, or ready to “pop”?
· Like the tape on the balloon, how might showing love to an enemy keep a tense situation from exploding into a fight or argument?
· Remove the pin and carefully pass it to another team.
· Continue around the circle letting teams take turns reading their verses and discussing them as they insert the pins into the taped area of their balloons.
· Encourage kids to choose the verse that helps them better understand how Jesus wants them to respond to an enemy. Read the verses again if needed.
· Safely dispose of the pin.

3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· Loving an enemy isn’t easy. Why is it worth the effort?

· Why do you think every person matters to God? 
· Jesus showed love to everyone, but He still had enemies. What can we learn from His example?

· What should you do if you are being bullied? What about if you see someone else being bullied?

· If you can’t stop someone from being unkind to you, what should you do? How do you love that person without letting them continue to hurt you?

4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning in through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Bible, glass baking dishes, dry erase markers, water, wet wipes, paper towels
What You Do:

· Choose volunteers to look up and read 1 John 4:10 and Romans 5:8 aloud.

· Remind kids that God loves everyone, including those who don’t love Him back. Those who follow Jesus receive God’s love and can share it with others. 
· Illustrate the way God gives His love to us so that we can share it with others. 
· Draw a heart on the bottom of the glass dish.

· Pour a small amount of water onto the plate. The image will begin to lift up from the plate.
· Swirl the water gently to make the picture move

· Transfer the image from the water onto your skin by placing the palm of your hand gently on the surface of the water. The image will leave the water and adhere to your hand.
· Wash hands with wet wipe to remove marker residue.

· Drain and dry the dish.
· Give each person a glass dish and dry erase marker then let them try the experiment themselves by writing a word, symbol, or simple image to illustrate loving an enemy. 
·  (If you don’t have enough glass dishes for each person, kids can share. You will need to drain and thoroughly dry the dish after each turn.)
· Allow time for kids to share and explain what they drew in the dish and how it relates to something they learned today about loving others.

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
What You Need: Bibles, CD cases with inserts from Week One
What You Do: 

· Sit in a circle.
· Set out the CD cases face down in the middle of the circle.

· Invite the kids to choose a CD case, then read what is written on the front and pray silently.
· Provide as much time as needed for kids to pray. 

· Ask kids to indicate they are done praying by placing their CD case back in middle of the circle.

· Lead the group in a closing prayer or invite one of the kids to do so.
· Collect the CD cases for use again next week.
What You Say:

“Dear God, we know that You love us no matter what. Even if we never loved You in return, You would still continue to love us. Help us this week when we struggle to love those who are difficult. Remind us of the things we learned today and the way You want us to treat others because they matter to You. In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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