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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Take Me to the River
Bible Story: Take Me to the River (Jesus’ Baptism) • John 1:19-42, John 3:22-36
Bottom Line: If you want to know God, start with Jesus.

Key Question: How can knowing who Jesus is change your life?
Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story
1. Just for Fun
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

· An offering container

· Index cards; three for each kid
· Pencils
· Markers
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· A blanket or plastic table cloth
· “Clue Cards” Activity Pages; one set for each Small Group
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

· A large piece of butcher paper
· Index cards

· Markers

2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· Masking tape
· A bean bag

· Ten sheets of paper for each Small Group. Provide five sheets of paper in one color and five sheets of paper in a different color
· Bibles

· Index cards from the “Take a Snapshot” Activity

3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery

· Pennies; one for each kid and Small Group Leader. Don’t use shiny pennies; the “dirtier” the pennies the better.
· Small paper plates; one for each kid

· A small bottle of hot sauce (red paper sauce); e.g. Tabasco. (Note: Small Groups could share the bottle.)
· Bibles

· Markers

· Paper towels

· Index cards

· Hot glue gun (or regular liquid glue)
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Take Me to the River
Bible Story: Take Me to the River (Jesus’ Baptism) • John 1:19-42, John 3:22-36
Bottom Line: If you want to know God, start with Jesus.

Key Question: How can knowing who Jesus is change your life?
Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6, NIrV

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take time to pray for your group. Pray that they would begin to grow a deeper understanding of who Jesus is in order to more solidly grasp who God is. Ask God for wisdom in answering some of the difficult questions that your kids may ask and the confidence that their questions aren’t bad; they’re signs that they’re thinking!
1. Just for Fun
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
What You Need: Offering container, index cards, pencils or markers
What You Do:

· Invite kids to put their offering in the offering container as they arrive.
· Ask: Does anyone have Proverbs 2:6 memorized from last week? Allow kids an opportunity to recite the verse from memory.
· Direct kids to sit in a circle facing the center of the circle.
· Give each kid three index cards. 
· Give kids a task and tell them to write three steps they must do to complete the task on the index card. Instruct them to write one task on each card. 
· Collect the cards, shuffle them, and lay them down in the center of the circle.
· Group similar cards together.
· Guide the group to work together to put the steps in the correct order to complete the task.
· Remind them to consider what they need to start with before they can move on to the next task.

· Potential task ideas:

· Make a sandwich.

· Make a paper airplane.
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Blanket or plastic tablecloth, “Clues Cards” Activity Pages
· Tape a “Clue Card” to the blanket and place the blanket on the ground with the clue face down. Don’t let the kids see the clue. 
· Direct kids to stand on the blanket.
· Explain there is a clue about the Bible story on the back of the blanket. To get the clue, kids need to work together to flip blanket while still standing on it.
· Encourage kids to solve the clue. 
· If time, repeat with other clues.
· “Clue Card” Answers:
· Water and a dove

· Start with Jesus
What You Say:

“Any guesses what the Bible story is about today? (Allow kids to answer) [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to see if you are right.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Butcher paper, markers, index cards
What You Do:
· Lay out a large piece of butcher paper on the floor or hard surface and set out several markers.
· Gather kids around the paper.
· Ask: What are some things Jesus did? 
· Encourage kids to think of the stories they’ve read in the Bible about Jesus or stories they have heard at church.
· Tell kids to write their answers on the butcher paper. 
· Examples could include: died on a cross, healed people, was baptized, obeyed God, preached the Good News, taught people, calmed the storms, walked on water, loved people, forgave Peter, ate with sinners, washed disciples’ feet, etc. 
Note: This activity provides a way for you to evaluate what the kids in your group know about Jesus and His life.
· Ask: What do the things Jesus did tell us about who He is? What was important to Him? What adjectives would describe Jesus? 
· Tell kids to write their answers on an index card, one answer per card. 
· Encourage kids to explain their answers. 
· For example: Jesus was forgiving because Peter denied Him and Jesus forgave him. Jesus was powerful because even nature obeyed Him. Jesus was humble because He washed disciples’ feet, etc.
2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: Masking tape, paper, bean bag, Bibles, index cards from the “Take a Snapshot” Activity
What You Do:

· Divide the group into two teams.

· Create a three-foot by three-foot grid on the floor using masking tape. 
· Tell kids they are going to review the Bible story by playing Tic-Tac-Toe. 
· To play:  
· Assign each team a color and give them paper matching the color you assigned them. The colored paper is the team’s “markers.” 
· Teams take turns tossing a beanbag into one of the squares on the grid. 
· Once the bag lands in the square, the team must answer a review question correctly before they can place their “marker” the square. 
· The first team to get three “markers” in a row wins. 
· For Round 1, the team gives a fact about John the Baptist.
· For Round 2, do the following: 
· Lay out all the index cards describing Jesus.
· Read a scenario below. Note: You can use a scenario more than once. Just direct kids to pick a different index card to complete the sentence. 

· After a team throws the beanbag, direct them to select an index card to complete the sentence and then answer the question before putting a “marker” in a square.

· When dealing with an annoying kid in class, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]?
· When your soccer team wins the championship game, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]?
· When you are afraid, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]?

· When you have to finish something you don’t want to do, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]?

· When someone is being mean to you, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]?

· When your friend is sad, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]?

· When your feelings are hurt, how does it help you knowing Jesus is [fill in with one of the index cards]?
3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· What do you know about Jesus?
· How has knowing who Jesus is changed your life? 
· How does knowing Jesus change how you treat people?
· How does knowing Jesus show you how much God loves you?

4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Pennies, plates, tabasco sauce, Bibles, markers, paper towels, index cards, hot glue gun (or regular liquid glue)
What You Do:
· Give each kid a penny and a plate. 
· Instruct them to put the penny on the plate.
· Let kids put some tabasco sauce on half of their penny. 
· Remind kids that tabasco sauce is spicy, so if they get any on their hands, they should wash their hands right away (unless they like spicy food!).
· Ask: What do you think will happen to the penny? Do you think it will change? If so, how?

· Let the pennies soak for about five minutes.
· While pennies are soaking, hand out the Bibles and let kids read Luke 2:10 together. 
· Ask: 
· What is the good news the angel was talking about?

· Why do you think the good news will bring great joy for all the people?
· How can knowing the good news of Jesus change your life? (Guide the discussion so kids share how knowing Jesus and believing in His death on the cross is how we can stay connected with God now and forever; Jesus made it possible for us to know with confidence we will never be separated from God)
· Check on the pennies. 
· Give kids some paper towels to wipe off the tabasco sauce. 
· Discuss any changes you see with the pennies.  

· Guide kids to look up 2 Corinthians 5:17 and read it together.
· Tell kids to write 2 Corinthians 5:17 on an index card.
· Instruct kids to glue their pennies to the cards as a reminder that knowing who Jesus is can change your life and that knowing Jesus is a great start to knowing God. 
· Challenge kids to memorize 2 Corinthians 5:17 this week.
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Gather kids in a circle.

· Ask: What is one new thing you learned today?
· Close in prayer.
What You Say:

“God, we know You are greater than we can ever imagine, and we know You want us to know You. When we learn about Jesus, we learn about Your love, Your compassion, and Your forgiveness. We thank You for sending Jesus to earth to show us who You are. We thank You for loving us so much that You gave us a way to be with You now and forever. Amen!”
Chief Executive Officer


Reggie Joiner





Director of Messaging


Kristen Ivy





Director of Children’s Strategy


Mike Clear





Creative Team


Molly Bell


Elloa Davis


Elizabeth Hansen


Brandon O’Dell


Greg Payne


Phil Pierce


Dan Scott


Mike Tiemann


Jon Williams





Contributing Writers


Jodi Blackwell


Bill Hughes


Becky Jarrett


Emily Meredith


Julie Tiemann


Adam Walsh





Editors


Molly Bell


Dana Wilkerson





Illustrations & Graphic Design


Brian Bascle


Mike Davis


Sharon Van Rossum





Orange Specialists


Abbey Carr


Amy Fenton


Amy Grisham


Barbara Graves


Terri Jones


Misty Phillips


Stephanie Porter


Jackie Raihl


Phil Summers


Annette Stickney


Courtney Templeton


Gay Tucciarone
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