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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

I’m Still Standing
Bible Story: I’m Still Standing (Jesus Is Tempted in the Desert) • Luke 4:1-13

Bottom Line: Discovering what's in the Bible can help you make the wise choice.

Key Question: How do you know what's wise?

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story
1. Just for Fun
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

· An offering container
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery

· Styrofoam plates; one for each kid. You could also use glass plates or recycled plastic lids. 

· Sugar cubes; 10 for each kid

· Pitcher of water with three to six drops of food coloring 
· Aluminum foil cut into approximately one-inch squares; one square for each kid

· Paper
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God| Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· Paper; at least one 8.5”x11” piece of paper for each kid
· Markers

· “Airplane Directions” Activity Page; one for each Small Group

2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· Buckets; two for each Small Group
· Bean bags; one for every two kids

· “Review Cards” Activity Pages; one set for each Small Group

3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery

· Airplanes from “Take a Snapshot” Activity
· “Airplane Launching Directions” Activity Page; one for each Small Group

· Paper clips; one for each kid

· Rubber bands; two for each kid

· Craft stick; one for each kid

· Hot glue gun

· Bibles with a concordance. (Optional: mobile device with YouVersion or Bible Gateway app)
· Index cards; one for each kid (Optional: Cut cardstock into six rectangles and provide one rectangle for each kid.)
· Markers
· Pencils
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· Bibles
· Paper

· Markers
· Pencils

Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
I’m Still Standing
Bible Story: I’m Still Standing (Jesus Is Tempted in the Desert) • Luke 4:1-13

Bottom Line: Discovering what's in the Bible can help you make the wise choice.

Key Question: How do you know what's wise?

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, pray that your group would make the connection today between the time they spend learning about God, here or on their own, and those critical moments when they need to put their faith into action. Take a moment to pray for each one of your kids by name, asking God to show you for each one of them what you can be praying for.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Invite kids to put their offering in the offering container as they arrive.
· Ask: Does anyone have 2 Corinthians 5:17 memorized from last week? Allow kids an opportunity to recite the verse from memory.
· Ask kids if they could take a trip, where would they want to go?

· Play the game “I am going on a trip to (fill in the blank with places the kids want to visit)” 

· The first kid will say, “I’m going on a trip to the desert, and I am planning to take . . .” He should complete the sentence by saying something he plans to take on the trip, e.g. water.

· The next kid repeats the sentence, including the first item and adds a second item he plans on taking on the trip. “I am going on a trip to the desert and I am planning to take water and a camel.”

· Play for several minutes and then change the trip location. To emphasize the need to plan, make the destinations extreme, e.g. the desert, the moon, Alaska, etc.

· After each round played, emphasize the need to prepare ahead by asking questions. For example, “What would happen if you didn’t prepare ahead and forgot water when you went to the desert?”  

2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Styrofoam plates, pitcher of colored water, sugar cubes, aluminum foil, paper
What You Do:

· Give kids a Styrofoam plate.
· Pour a thin layer of colored water in each plate.

· Give kids a stack of sugar cubes.

· Ask: What do you think will happen if you put a sugar cube on the plate? Do you think it will change? (The sugar cube will turn the color of the water)
· Tell kids to test their theories by putting a sugar cube on their plate.

· Ask: What do you think will happen if you set another sugar cube on top of the one already on your plate? What changes, if any, will you see in the sugar cubes? 

· Tell kids to test their theories by stacking a couple sugar cubes. 
· Discuss what happened. (The water will travel through both sugar cubes. Eventually the bottom sugar cube will dissolve enough and the tower will crumble.)
· Set out some squares of aluminum foil and paper.

· Ask: What happens if you put the aluminum foil between the cubes as you stack them? What happens when you do it with paper?

· Encourage kids to continue to experiment by placing barriers between the sugar cubes.  
What You Say:

“Just like the sugar cubes were affected by absorbing the water, the choices we make are affected by what we learn. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear what we can learn to help us make a wise choice.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Live for God| Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Paper, markers, “Airplane Directions” Activity Page
What You Do:
· Ask: When is it hard to make a wise choice? 
· Examples could include: when there is peer pressure, when it isn’t the popular decision, when you aren’t sure what is the right choice, when you are angry or frustrated, when you feel invisible and like no one really cares about you, when you really want something you can’t have, when you want to do something you shouldn’t or you don’t want to do something you should, etc. 
· Give each kid a piece of paper and markers.

· Brainstorm as a group examples of unwise choices and encourage kids to write the ideas on their papers. 

· Examples are: gossiping, lying, cheating, stealing, being mean, not studying for a test, holding a grudge (not forgiving someone), eating only ice cream and candy for a day, ignoring someone, making fun of someone, etc.

· Pick a couple of examples and discuss the result of the unwise choice. 
· For example, what is the consequence of lying to your parents? 
· Or what is the consequence of talking behind your friend’s back?
· If you are using the airplane for the “Verse to Take With You,” lead kids to make a paper airplane. 
· If needed, use the directions provided in the Activity Page, “Airplane Directions.” 

2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Two buckets, bean bags, “Review Cards” Activity Page
What You Do:

· Pair kids up.
· Give each team a bean bag.

· Set out two buckets about 15 feet apart.

· Direct kids to stand near a bucket, one teammate at each bucket, standing across from each other. (Help them divide themselves up evenly so you have around the same amount of pairs at each bucket.)
· To collect the review cards:
· Teammates take turns throwing their bean bags into the bucket across from them.

· Each time their bean bag lands in the bucket, the teammate closest to the scoring bucket removes a card. 
· Kids can help their teammates get the beanbags in the buckets by “batting” the beanbags into the bucket, but they cannot catch the beanbags and place them in the bucket.

· Teams continue to throw until all the cards have been collected.

· The team with the most cards wins.

· Redistribute the cards so each team has approximately the same number.

· Give kids time to look over their cards and to work together as a group to put them in order.
· Allow kids to look up Luke 4 if they need to.
· Ask: 
· What did Jesus do to make the wise choice?

· When do you think Jesus started discovering what God had to say? (This is an opportunity to review week 1. We know at 12 years old Jesus was at the temple)
· What can you do to discover what’s in the Bible so you will be prepared to make wise choices?

3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· How do you know when you have made a wise choice? 

· What are some benefits of making the wise choice? What are some of the consequences of not making the wise choice?
· What if your friends want you to do something and you don’t know if it is a wise choice or not—what can you do?

· You are struggling with a decision and you can’t find anything in the Bible to help you make the choice. What can you do? (pray, ask someone who is a follower of Jesus for help, try to think about what you know about Jesus and what He might have done in the same situation)

4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands-on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: Bibles with concordance (or a mobile device), airplanes from “Take a Snapshot” Activity, paper clips, “Airplane Launching Directions” Activity Page, craft sticks, rubber bands, hot glue gun, markers, paper
What You Do:

· Ask: How did Jesus stand up to the devil? What did He use to stand firm and strong against Satan’s temptations? (God’s Word, the Spirit)
· Guide kids to use a concordance, Bible app, or Bible Gateway to search for verses that can help them make a wise choice. 
· They can use the examples of unwise choices from the “Take a Snapshot” Activity for ideas for what to search. 
· Instruct kids to write the verse reference and sum up the verse on an index card or on a piece of cardstock. Potential verses could be:

· When you want to gossip, read Proverbs 26:20 – If you don’t have wood, your fire goes out. If you don’t talk about others, arguing dies down, (NIrV).
· Or if you are really mad at someone and you want to say something mean to them or about them, read Proverbs 15:1 – A gentle answer turns anger away. But mean words stir up anger, (NIrV).
· When friends pressure you to make an unwise choice, read Proverbs 13:20 – Walk with wise people and become wise. A companion of foolish people suffers harm, (NIrV).
· Or Romans 12:2 – Don’t live the way this world lives. Let your way of thinking be completely changed. Then you will be able to test what God wants for you. And you will agree that what he wants is right. His plan is good and pleasing and perfect, (NIrV). 
· When you want something that you can’t have, read Philippians 4:12-13 to remember Christ gives you strength to be content with what you have. 
· Give kids a craft stick and tell them to write “GOD’S WORD” on the craft stick. 
· Emphasize when we follow Jesus’ example, we can use God’s Word to stand firm and strong and make wise choices, even when it is hard.

· Give kids two rubber bands and direct them to join the rubber bands using a slip knot. 
· Tell kids to attach one end of the rubber band to the craft stick.
· Give kids a paper clip.

· Using the “Airplane Launching Directions” as a visual, tell kids to unfold one end of the paper clip to make a right angle, and to poke the paper clip through the crease about one inch from front end of their airplane. 
· Secure the paper clip using a hot glue gun.

· Encourage kids to use God’s Word (the craft stick and rubber bands) to launch the unwise choices (the paper airplane) away from them. To do this:

· Place the rubber band around the end of the paper clip that is sticking out from the bottom of the airplane.

· While holding on to the bottom of the airplane, stretch the craft stick forward until the rubber band is taut. 
· Release the airplane to send the unwise choices far away from you. 

· Let kids compete to see whose airplane lands the farthest away from the group.
· Challenge kids to memorize the verse they wrote on their index cards to help them make the wise choice.  
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
What You Need: Bibles, paper, markers or pencils
What You Do: 

· Ask: What was one new thing you learned today?
· Give kids a Bible and look up Psalm 119.
· Read Psalm 119:9-16. 
· Explain that Psalm 119 was written to praise God’s Word. Psalm 119 is an acrostic poem. 
· In the original text, each stanza of Psalm 119 corresponds to a letter in the Hebrew alphabet. 

· Each verse in each stanza also began with the same letter. 
· Encourage kids to write a prayer praising God’s Word where every sentence begins with the same letter. 
· Encourage kids to share their prayers. 
· Examples:

I love You God!

Instruct me each day with Your Word.

Insights from thinking about Your Word guide me.

Instill a desire in me to learn more about You.

Important is everything You say.

God, Your ways are perfect!

Guide me to make the wise choice.

Give me wisdom and knowledge. 
Goodness and peace come from discovering Your Word.

Getting to know Your Word is the most important thing to me.
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