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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Reason to Believe
Bible Story: (Reason to Believe) Jesus and John the Baptist • Matthew 11:1-6

Bottom Line: If you don't understand something about God, ask.

Key Question: When you have questions about God, who can you ask?
Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story
1. Just for Fun
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

· An offering container
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· Two containers with the following four items (or pictures of those items): 
· A cane or shoe, blindfold or eye mask, earmuffs, a chain or a lock, in addition to several other miscellaneous items (e.g. water bottle, stuffed animal—ideally a sheep, a toy boat, bread, fish, etc.) 
· If you can’t provide one of the four required items, you can exchange it with a Bible with a bookmark at the Book of Matthew.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real live experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions 
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· A large sheet of butcher paper
· Markers
· Pencils

2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

·  “Answer Cards” Activity Pages; one set for each Small Group
· Timer or mobile device

3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· “Verse Cards” Activity Pages; one set for each Small Group
· Index cards

· Markers

· Bibles

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Reason to Believe
Bible Story: (Reason to Believe) Jesus and John the Baptist • Matthew 11:1-6

Bottom Line: If you don't understand something about God, ask.

Key Question: When you have questions about God, who can you ask?
Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take some time to pray, asking God for the wisdom and patience to become the type of leader who your kids would look to when they have questions about their faith. Pray that God would put people like you in your kids’ lives who can support them and walk alongside of them as they grow up and walk with God.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Invite kids to put their offering in the offering container as they arrive.

· Ask: Did anyone memorize a verse from last week to help them make wise choices? Allow kids an opportunity to recite the verse from memory.
· Pair kids up.
· Explain kids will play the question game. To play:

· One kid asks his or her teammate a question.

· The teammate must respond with a question that makes sense in the context of the first question that was asked.
· The first kid who doesn’t respond with a question within 15-seconds loses that round.

· Play two rounds and then switch partners. 
· For example:
· Kid 1: Do you like to play tennis?

· Kid 2: How do you play tennis?

· Kid 1: Do you have a racket?

· Kid 2: Do I need a racket?
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Two containers filled with miscellaneous objects
What You Do:

· Divide the group into two teams.

· Set a container across the room from each team.

· Explain kids will compete in a relay race to find four items related to the Bible story they will hear in Large Group. To compete:

· A kid from each team races to the container and selects an item.
· They return to their team and ask you, “Is this in the today’s story?”
· If you reply yes, they keep the item. If you reply no, the next kid in line returns the item to the container and selects another item.

· They return to their team and ask you, “Is this in today’s story?”

· The first team to collect the correct four items wins. 
· The items related to the story are: a cane or shoe, blindfold or eye mask, earmuffs, a chain or a lock, or a Bible with a bookmark at the Book of Matthew
What You Say:

“So, does anyone have a guess as to what the story is for today in Large Group? (Allow kids to guess.) [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to see if you were right and to learn about the importance of asking questions.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Butcher paper, markers
What You Do:
· Gather the group around a big piece of butcher paper. 
· Write the following words on the paper: WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY, HOW. Be sure to space out the words so kids can write around them.
· Guide kids to write questions they may have about God or that they want to ask God. Each question should be written around the corresponding word that you wrote on the paper. 
· For example: Why did you create mosquitos? (Kids would write, “did you create mosquitos?” near the big “Why” on the paper.)
· What job will I have when I am an adult? How can I really know You are talking to me? How can I know You are listening to me? When will it rain? What is heaven like? Who can I talk to about You? Why didn’t You free John the Baptist from jail?
· Review the questions and ask:

· You have a lot of great questions. It’s important to ask if you don’t understand something; it’s also important to figure out who would be a good person to ask. 

· If you wanted to know about animals, who would you ask and why? 
· Or if you wanted to know how to bake a cake, who would you ask and why? 

· If you had questions about God, how could you identify someone you could ask? 
· Do you have someone you could ask if you have questions about God? If so, who?
2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
What You Need: “Answer Cards” Activity Pages, timer or mobile device
What You Do:

· Divide the kids into two teams.
· Explain the kids are going to play a review game. 

· You will read an “Answer Card” card to the teams, and they will take turns coming up with a possible question for the answer you just read. 
· There are multiple possible questions for each answer. 
· Give teams 15-seconds to state a question, alternating which team starts for each round.
· For each relevant question stated, teams earn one point.

· The team with the most points wins.

· “Answer Cards” are (potential questions are in italics):
· John (Who was in prison? Who spoke truth to Herod? Who asked Jesus questions? Who was sent to prepare the way for Jesus? Who baptized Jesus?)
· Herod (Who put John in jail? Who didn’t want to hear the truth? Who was the ruler of Galilee?)

· John’s disciples (Who visited John in jail? Who did John send to ask Jesus questions?)
· Jesus (Who gave the blind their sight? Who healed the deaf so they could hear? Who healed the lame so they could walk? Who is the Son of God? Who gave His life for all people?)
· The Bible 

3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· When you have questions about God, who can you ask?
· What if you don’t get answers to the questions you have, what can you do?

· What truths do you know about God? How can knowing these truths help you while you wait to find answers to questions you may have?

· What do you do when you have questions that don’t really have answers?

4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: “Verse Cards” Activity Pages, Bibles, index cards, markers
What You Do:

· Divide the group into two teams.

· Gather teams together.

· Lay a set of “Verse Cards” facedown across the room from each team.

· Give kids a Bible and read James 1:5 together.
· Explain kids will compete in a relay race to gather all the words from James 1:5. To compete:

· A kid from each team races to the “Verse Cards” and selects one. 
· If the word is in the verse, they return to their team with the “Verse Card.” 
· If it is not in the verse, they return it facedown and run back to their team. 

· If they are unsure if the word is in the verse, they can ask their teammates before returning to their team.

· The first team to collect all the words in the verse and put them in the correct order wins.

· Give kids a card to write out James 1:5 and encourage kids to memorize James 1:5 this week. 

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Ask: What was one new thing you learned today?
· Give kids some time to think of an area they need God’s help. Perhaps they have a question about what God says or they are struggling with a decision they need to make. Maybe they have a situation with a friend or brother and sister they need God’s wisdom in handling.
· Give kids an opportunity to share areas they need wisdom.

· Close in prayer.
What You Say:

“God, You are generous, and You give us all that we need. We want to know You, God. Give us wisdom to recognize the people You have put in our lives to help us learn more about You. Remind us of Your Word so we can make wise choices. Amen! “
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