252 Groups


January 2020, Week 1




Small Group, Preteen

252® Groups

Group Experiences for K-5th Grades

Scripture marked “NIrV” is taken from the NEW INTERNATIONAL READER'S VERSION®.
Copyright © 1996, 1998 Biblica. All rights reserved throughout the world. 
Used by permission of Biblica.
Scripture marked “NIV” is taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, 
NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. 
All rights reserved worldwide.
Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

The Boy is Back in Town
Bible Story: The Boy Is Back in Town (The Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52

Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Key Question: How do you know God?
Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for each preteen Small Group this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story
1. Just for Fun
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 

· An offering container

· “What Do You Know?” Activity Page; one for each Small Group
· Optional: mobile device
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

· Ball or another item to pass around the group
· Timer or mobile device
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences through interactive activities and discussion questions
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

· Paper pieces; 10 for each kid and Small Group Leader. 
· Pencils
· Markers
2. Bible Story Extension 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
· “Swat Card” Activity Pages; one set for each Small Group
· Flyswatters of different colors; two for each Small Group
· “Game Cards” Activity Pages; one set for each Small Group
· Bibles
· Pyramids from the “Take a Snapshot” Activity

3. Discussion Questions 

[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

· No supplies needed
4. Verse to Take with You

[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 

· Index cards; two for each kid
· Pencils
· Markers

· A container or paper lunch sack; one for each Small Group

· Bibles

5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

· Bibles
· Pencils
· Markers
· Index cards from the “Verse to Take with You” Activity

Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
The Boy is Back in Town
Bible Story: The Boy Is Back in Town (The Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52

Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Key Question: How do you know God?
Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)
Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do

Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, spend some time praying for the time you’re about to spend with your kids. Pray that He would create in them a desire to know God that may not have been there before, and ask Him for wisdom to know how to lead them in conversation.
1. Just for Fun
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
What You Need: Offering container, “What Do You Know?” Activity Page, optional: mobile device
What You Do:

· Invite kids to put their offering in the offering container as they arrive.
· Read the questions from the “What Do You Know?” Activity Page to test kids’ knowledge of random facts. 

· If no one knows the answer, give kids a hint.  
· If there is time, allow kids to come up with trivia questions for the group. If necessary, be prepared to fact-check their answers. 
2. Get Your Head in the Game
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: An item to pass around the circle, timer or mobile device
What You Do:

· Gather kids in a circle.

· Explain kids will pay a game similar to Hot Potato. 
· To play:

· Give a ball to a kid.

· Say a category. For example: candy bars, ice cream flavors, singers/bands, movies, games you play with a ball, etc.
· When you say go, set a timer for a time of your choosing and let kids pass the ball around the circle. 
· Before passing the ball to the next person, they have to name something in the assigned category. 

· Whoever is holding the ball when the alarm rings is out. 
· Be sure to vary the amount of time you set for each round.
· Play until one kid is left and declare him or her the winner.
· Allow kids who are out of the game the opportunity to provide category topics.  
What You Say:

“You had to think fast to play this game, and it certainly was easier to play when you knew a lot about the topic you were given. [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear about the most important thing to know.”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Take a Snapshot 
[Talk about God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Paper squares, pencils, markers
What You Do:
· Give kids 10 squares of paper and a pencil.
· Encourage kids to come up with 10 examples of things we learn. 

· If kids struggle, encourage them to work together and think of their hobbies or things they know how to do. 

· [Make it Personal] (Do this activity yourself, and be sure one of your examples relates to learning about God/God’s Word.) Examples could include: music, God’s Word, sports, reading, walking, riding a bike, food, etc. 
· Once kids have 10 examples, instruct them to create a pyramid. 
· The top of the pyramid is what they think is most important thing to know. 
· The second row contains the things they would rank next in importance, and so on. 
· When all the pyramids are complete, discuss the pyramids. Consider asking:

· Why did you rank things in the order you did? (As you discuss the pyramids, explain we are always learning something new and allow kids to change their pyramids if they want.)
· Discuss the differences among the pyramids. Why do you think the pyramids look different? (This is an opportunity to discuss that though we were all made in the image of God, we have different likes and dislikes and that will influence what things we consider important to learn.)
· Discuss the similarities.
Pro-Tip: Don’t single out any kid who doesn’t put God at the top of his or her pyramid. Kids are at different places with their faith journeys. For some kids, this activity will be the first time they even considered it to be important to know God. You will re-visit the pyramids during “Bible Story Extension” and will have the opportunity to discuss how Jesus ranked knowing God as the most important thing.

2. Bible Story Extension 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
What You Need: “Swat Cards” Activity Pages, two different color flyswatters, “Game Cards” Activity Page, Bible, pyramids from the “Take a Snapshot” Activity
What You Do:

· Divide the group into two teams.

· Give each team a flyswatter.

· Place the “Swat Cards” on a flat surface.
· Shuffle the “Game Cards.”
· Teams will compete in a review questions game. To play:

· Select a “Game Card” and read it to the group. The first team member to “swat” the correct answer to the statement gets a point. 
· If a kid swats the incorrect answer, award a point to the other team.
· If the answer to the question is not “yes” or “no,” kids swat the “Wild Card.” The first kid to swat the “Wild Card” gives the answer to the question.
· If he or she is incorrect, the other team gets a chance to answer the question and earn a point. 
· Note: Some of the cards have bonus questions. Read these questions as they come up and award two points for each correct answer. If the team that swats the card first gets the question wrong, allow the other team to answer for the attempted “steal.” 
· Instruct teams to change up whoever has the flyswatter each time you read a new question.
· Declare the team with the most points the winner.

· To emphasize Jesus was about the same age as the kids in your group, allow kids to do the math to figure out the age difference between Jesus in this story (12 years) and how old they are right now. Ask if they have any friends or siblings who are 12 years old. 
· Revisit the pyramids from the Take a Snapshot Activity and ask: 
· After hearing this story about Jesus as a kid, what would you say Jesus would put at the top of His pyramid?

· What are things Jesus did in the story to know God better? (Read Luke 2:46 for the answer) 
· What are things you can do to know God? (read the Bible, listen to others, ask questions, go to church, talk to God)
· How can you make learning about God a priority? (Share an example from your life how you make God a priority. If applicable, share an example of what you did when you were the age of the kids in your group.)
3. Discussion Questions 
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
Ask:
· Why is it important for you to know God? 
· What are some ways you have learned about God?
· What are things you do now or that you will start doing to know God’s Word better? 
· Does anyone read a devotional or keep a journal at home? Allow kids time to share what devotionals they are reading and how they help them know God better.

4. Verse to Take with You 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
What You Need: Index cards, pencils, markers, container or paper lunch sack, Bibles
What You Do:

· Give kids a couple index cards and pencils or markers.
· Tell kids to write a fact about them on the index cards. Encourage them to write a fact they think no one knows about them. 
· Collect the cards and put them in a bag.

· Direct kids to take turns drawing cards, reading them out loud and trying to identify whose it is.

· Allow kids two guesses. 
· Optional: To make it a competition, if the guesser identifies who the card belongs to, he or she gets a point; if he or she doesn’t guess correctly, the kid who wrote the fact is awarded a point. 

· Ask: 
· After playing this game, do we know everything about each other? 
· We played this game to get to know each other better. What are other ways we can get to know someone better?  
· What are ways we can know God better?
· Read the memory verse together and ask kids to write it on a card.
· Ask: What are ways you can know God’s wisdom? (reading the Bible, memorizing scripture, talking about God with friends, praying, spending time reading about Jesus)
· Encourage kids to memorize Proverbs 2:6 this week.
5. Make it Personal with Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
What You Need: Bibles, cards from the “Verse to Take with You” Activity, pencils or markers
What You Do: 

· Ask: What was one new thing you learned today?
· Read Ephesians 1:17-18a.
· Explain that this is a prayer of Paul’s for the people of Ephesus. It was a prayer back then and it is a prayer for us now. 
· On the back of the card from the “Verse to Take with You,” ask kids to write Ephesians 1:17-18 as a prayer, in their own words. 
· Close in prayer.

What You Say:

“God, You know everything! There is nothing in this world that is hidden from You. You are so generous, that You share Your wisdom and knowledge with us. We want to know You better. We want to understand how You created us to be and how You want us to live. God, guide us to know You better so that our actions and words will lead others to know You better, too. Amen!”
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