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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

You’re the Inspiration
Bible Story: You’re the Inspiration (No Greater Love) • John 15:12-13
Bottom Line: Love others because Jesus loves you.

Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)
Life App: Love—Choosing to treat others the way you want to be treated
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· An offering container

2. Top of the Playlist
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
· Three pieces of paper with a large 1, 2, and 3 written on them 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2.
1. Give Away Your Hearts 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
· Print the “Heart Templates” Activity Page onto cardstock and cut out; trace onto thin cardboard (like from a cereal box or the backing to a pad of paper) and cut out; at least two hearts of different sizes for each kid
· White and pink construction paper; one piece for each kid

· Painter’s tape

· Plastic tablecloths

· Washable tempera paints in various colors, including red and pink; prepare one or two bowls of each color you’re providing; at least one bowl for every two kids
· Lots of paper towels and/or wet wipes

· Optional: Painting smocks or oversized T-shirts

* 2. Give It Up
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment 
· Print the “Give It Up Picture Cards” Activity Pages on cardstock and cut apart; one set for each small group

· Bag or box to put the cards inside

· Bible

· Two or three of each item pictured on the cards (make sure you have at least two items for each kid):

· Apple

· Ball

· Crayon

· Heart

· Matchbox®-type car

· Doll

· Shirt

· Water bottle

3. What Is Love?
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
· Bibles
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· No supplies needed
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
You’re the Inspiration
Bible Story: You’re the Inspiration (No Greater Love) • John 15:12-13
Bottom Line: Love others because Jesus loves you.

Memory Verse: Here is what love is. It is not that we loved God. It is that he loved us and sent his Son to give his life to pay for our sins. 1 John 4:10 (NIrV)
Life App: Love—Choosing to treat others the way you want to be treated
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to help kids begin to understand how much He loves them and that His love for them is more than any other love they could ever experience. 
1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Welcome kids to Small Group, and collect their offerings as they arrive.

· Guide kids to sing songs together. The songs can be from Large Group, classic kids’ songs, songs from movies, etc. 
· If kids don’t want to sing, they can list favorite songs and see how many lyrics they can quote.
· Alternately, and if appropriate for your group, challenge kids to a sing-off. 

· Trios or pairs of kids compete against each other.

· The other kids vote on their favorites.

2. Top of the Playlist

Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
What You Need: Prepared 1, 2, and 3 papers
What You Do:

· Set the papers on the floor in different spots in your small group area.
· Name three different songs kids would be familiar with (you can use songs they sang or mentioned in Early Arriver), and designate a number for each one. For example:

1. “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”

2. “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star”

3. “The Alphabet Song”

· Tell kids to run to the number of the song they like best or that they’d put at the top of their playlist.

· For the second round, you can either replace one of the initial songs with a new one, and see if any kids change their minds, OR you can name three completely different songs.

· Play as many rounds as you have time for. If interest starts to wane, allow kids to take turns calling out the songs (or singing a portion of the song, if they don’t know the titles).
What You Say:

“When we put together a list of songs, it’s called a playlist. We often put the songs we like best at the top—or the beginning—of a playlist. So what does a playlist have to do with what we’re learning today? [Transition] Let’s go to Large Group and find out!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Give Away Your Hearts
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Prepared cardboard hearts; white and pink construction paper; painter’s tape; tempera paints; paper towels and/or wet wipes; plastic tablecloths; smocks or T-shirts (optional)
What You Do:

· Spread out the tablecloths on the work area. 
· Scatter the cardboard hearts around the work area.

· Let each child choose a piece of construction paper: white or pink.
· Tell kids to each choose two hearts and set place them on their paper.
· Go around to each kid and put a few loops of painter’s tape on the back of each heart, making sure the hearts stick flat to the paper.
· Some kids will be able to do this step themselves.

· If you’re providing smocks or T-shirts, help kids put them on. If not, help kids push up their sleeves.

· Set out the bowls of paint. Make sure each kid can reach two bowls.

· Tell kids they’re going to use their fingers to paint their papers, but they’re not going to create strokes or lines of paint. Instead, they’re going to make dots with their fingertips all over the paper.

· Explain that they’ll want to make sure dots of paint touch the cardboard all the way around the hearts, and they’ll want to fill the rest of the page with dots as well.

· Allow kids to use whichever colors they choose, but they should wipe their fingers off between using different colors.

· Give them a time limit, and let them know when time is running out so they can finish up. 
· The main thing to remember is that each heart needs to be surrounded by paint (with the paint touching the cardboard) in order for this to work.

· When kids are finished, put the paint away.

· Then remove the cardboard hearts from their papers.
· Set the papers aside to dry.

· Help kids clean all the paint off of their fingers.

What You Say:

“Those are some super-cool heart paintings, aren’t they? Instead of painting hearts, you painted around them and ended up with a heart shape on your paper! That’s really neat. We’re learning that you should [Bottom Line] love others because Jesus loves you. One way to love others is to make cool things for them, and that’s what you just did! I want you to each take a little time right now to think of someone you can give your heart painting to. It might be your mom, your grandpa, or the new kid down the street. (Pause for fifteen seconds or so. Let kids share who they’re going to give their painting to, if they would like.) Great! When you leave today, you’ll take your painting with you, and I want you to give it to that person this week!”
* 2. Give It Up
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Bag or box containing the “Give It Up Picture Cards” (Activity Page); items that are illustrated on the cards; Bible
What You Do:
· Hand out the items to the kids. 
· Make sure each kid gets at least two items. It’s okay if some kids have one more item than others, if you think your group can handle it.

· Give the bag full of cards to one kid.

· Explain how the game will work:

· The kid will pull one card out of the bag and hold it up for the group to see.

· Kids who have that item will race to see who can give their item to the kid with the card first.

· The kid who “wins” gets to pull the next card out of the bag.

· Play until each kid has gotten a turn to pull out a card. 
· You may need to change the rules at some point to make sure this can happen. You can simply move the bag one kid to the right, instead of to the “winner” of the previous round.

What You Say:
“Giving things up for your friends shows you love them. Remember the verses from our Bible story in Large Group today? Let me read them to you again. (Read John 15:12-13.) Jesus gave up His life for His friends. Did you know that means me and you? Yes, it does! We are Jesus’ friends! And we can love others the way Jesus loves us when we give up things for them, like we did in our game just now. Why are we able to show love to others, even when we don’t always want to? Because Jesus loves us! [Bottom Line] Love others because Jesus loves you.” 
3. What Is Love?
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bibles
What You Do:

· Introduce kids to the concept of a definition: it describes something; it tells you what a word means.
· Ask kids to describe various things: a table, a rainbow, a strawberry, etc.
· Encourage them to also use their bodies to help describe the shapes of the items.
· Help kids look up this month’s memory verse: 1 John 4:10.

Finding verses with kindergartners: Guide children to open the Bibles to the marked page. Point to the word 1 John at the top of the page as you say “First John” aloud. Then guide children to find the big number 4 on the page. Explain that this is the chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the big 4 for the little 10; this is the verse number. Tell them to leave their finger on the verse as you read the verse aloud. 
Finding verses with 1st graders: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show kids what the page looks like.) When kids find the table of contents, lead them to find 1 John in the list under “New Testament.” You can help by telling them that 1 John starts with the number 1. When kids find 1 John, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find 1 John. Help children find the page. When they find it, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 4. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 10 in chapter 4. Read the verse aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together.
· Read the first part aloud: “Here is what love is.”
· Tell kids that the rest of the verse tells us what love means—it defines or describes love.

· Read the verse several times.
What You Say:

“Since God is perfect and we’re not, that means we can’t have a friendship with Him. So what is love? It is that God sent His Son, Jesus, to die for our sins. But even though we do wrong things sometimes, God loves us. He loves us so much that He sent Jesus to die for us so our sins can be forgiven and we can have a friendship with Him. Isn’t that amazing? And because He loves us so much, we can also love others—not just the people we know, but also people we don’t know very well or people we’ve never even met. God gives us the ability to love others. [Bottom Line] Love others because Jesus loves you.”

Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· Remind kids:

·  God loves us so much that He gave Jesus for us so that our sins can be forgiven. 
· When we believe this and choose to follow and love Jesus, God forgives our sins and makes it possible for us to have a friendship with Him forever.
· [Make It Personal] (Briefly share your salvation story. Keep it short and appropriate for young children, but make sure to hit the high points.)
· Close with the prayer below.
What You Say:

“Dear God, thank You so much for sending Jesus to live and to die for our sins so that we can be forgiven and live with You forever! Help everyone here—(name each kid)—understand how much you love them. I pray that each of them will decide to follow You and give their lives to You. In Jesus’ name, amen. Remember, kids, [Bottom Line] love others because Jesus loves you.”

As adults arrive to pick up, give them the paintings the kids made today, and encourage them to help the kids give the paintings away to the person of their choice.
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