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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

Reason to Believe
Bible Story: Reason to Believe (Jesus and John the Baptist) • Matthew 11:1-6 (Supporting: James 1:5)
Bottom Line: If you don’t understand something about God, ask.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
· An offering container
· Tear sheet
· Markers in six different colors 
2. Questions, Questions
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· Print the “Questions, Questions” Activity Page; one for each kid
· Bell, bell app, or similar 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #3. 
1. Hopscotch, Anyone?  
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Bible marked at Proverbs 2
· Paper plates; 10 for each group.

· Print a word or phrase of the memory verse on each plate. 

· For NIrV: The Lord; gives; wisdom.; Knowledge; and; understanding; come; from; his mouth.; Proverbs 2:6

· For NIV: For the Lord; gives; wisdom; from his; mouth; come; knowledge; and; understanding.; Proverbs 2:6
· Scraps of paper large enough to cover the words on each plate; 10 for each group 

Option: Substitute beanbags or small toys for the paper scraps.
· Tape 
2. Who Is Jesus? 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment 
· Box or basket containing the following:
· Ear muffs or noise-canceling headphones

· Sunglasses or a blindfold

· Bandages

· A cane or walking stick

· A Bible
* 3. ?
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding 
· The tear sheet from Early Arriver; if you have more than four kids in your group, add additional tear sheets; one for every four kids
· Draw a giant question mark on the sheet and print the words who, what, why, when, how, and where around it.
· Markers
Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· The tear sheets from the “?” activity
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
Reason to Believe
Bible Story: Reason to Believe (Jesus and John the Baptist) • Matthew 11:1-6 (Supporting: James 1:5)
Bottom Line: If you don’t understand something about God, ask.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Pray for your few, as the “rubber meets the road” and they start to put what they know about God into practice. Ask God to meet kids where they are when they have questions about Him. Pray that kids would be encouraged today to share their questions about God with those who might be able to answer them, and that they would learn more about God by asking their questions. 
1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Offering container, tear sheet, markers
What You Do:

· Invite kids to place their offerings in the container. 
· Draw a giant question mark on the tear sheet. 
· For each of the following careers, encourage kids to name questions they would ask that person (list these one a time, so kids can focus on just one abstract concept at a time):
· Zookeeper
· Firefighter
· Scuba diver
· Astronaut 

· Write each “question word” (who, what, when, where, why, how) the kids use around the giant question mark, using a different color for each word. 
· If the kids get stuck, ask guiding questions such as: “What’s a question you could ask a zookeeper that starts with ‘Where’? ‘Where ______ ?’”
· Save the sheet for use during the “?” activity in Groups.
2. Questions, Questions
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: “Questions, Questions” Activity Pages; bell or other pleasant tone
What You Do:

· Give each child a “Questions, Questions” page.
· Briefly review the page to ensure kids understand it and know what each category is.
· Pair kids up and tell them they’ll be asking their partner about their favorite things.
· Give the group a few minutes to ask each other about their favorite thing for each category listed. 
· If time allows, let kids “introduce” their partner to the group by telling everyone what a few of their favorite things are. 
What You Say:

“Asking questions is a great way to get to know your friends. [Transition] In Large Group, we’ll hear about Someone else you can know more about by asking questions. Let’s go learn more.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.

1. Hopscotch, Anyone?  
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: Bible, prepared paper plates, tape, scraps of paper (or small objects)
What You Do:

· Open the Bible to Proverbs 2:6.
· Arrange the paper plates in the shape of a question mark, reading the words as you go. For added safety, tape the plates to the floor.
· Guide kids to line up near the top of the question mark. 
· Lead them to take turns hopping beside the plates, hopscotch-style: 
· The first child hops on one foot to the first plate, picks up the piece of paper (while balancing on one foot!), says the word(s), and then hops along the remaining plates by straddling them with both feet.
· The second child hops on one foot to the first plate, says the word(s), hops on the same foot to the second plate, picks up the piece of paper (while balancing on one foot!), says the second word(s), and then hops through the remaining plates by straddling them with both feet.
· Kids continue until they uncover each word.
· As time remains, lead them to hop through the verse different ways:
· Straddling the plates with both feet
· Alternating left and right feet
· Creating their own pattern 
What You Say:

“Who gives wisdom? (Pause.) Yes, God gives wisdom! He gives wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. How can we get the wisdom that God gives us? (We can read the Bible; we can ask others who love Him; we can ask Him.) Those are all great ways to learn about the wisdom God gives. 
[Bottom Line] If you don’t understand something about God, ask.”
2. Who Is Jesus?  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What You Need: Box or basket; ear muffs or noise-canceling headphones; sunglasses or a blindfold; bandages; cane or walking stick; Bible
What You Do:
· Open the Bible to Matthew 11 and ask: When John was in prison, what question did he send his followers to ask Jesus? (Are you the Savior, or should we expect somebody else?) 
· One at a time, invite volunteers to stand beside you to help reveal Jesus’ answer. 
· Whisper one of the following statements in their ear and lead them to choose a prop to pantomime what you said.
· The blind can now see.
· The deaf can now hear.
· Those who couldn’t walk can now walk.
· Those with skin diseases are healed.
· People tell the Good News about Jesus. 
· Encourage the group to guess what the kids are pantomiming. 
What You Say:
“When Jesus said, ‘The blind can now see, the deaf can now hear, those who couldn’t walk can walk, those with skin diseases are healed, and people are hearing the Good News,’ He was telling John, ‘Yes, I am the Savior!’ Only God’s Son could have this kind of power!
“John the Baptist had plenty of reasons to know who Jesus was. He had seen God’s Spirit come down on Jesus like a dove, and he had heard God say about Jesus: “This is my Son, and I love him. I am very pleased with him” (Matthew 3:17 NIrV). But when tough times came, John started to have questions. When John had questions, who did he ask? (Pause.) Yes! He asked Jesus! Was Jesus upset or angry that John asked who He was? (Pause.) No. Jesus was GLAD to answer John’s question. 

“Jesus is happy to answer your questions, too. You probably won’t hear a voice from heaven, but Jesus can help you find your answer in the Bible or by asking people who love Him. So, remember: [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something about God, ask.” 
* 3. ?
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Prepared tear sheets (like the one from Early Arriver), markers
What You Do:

· Set the tear sheets on the floor or on tables. 
· Help kids get into groups of four and gather around a tear sheet.

· Encourage kids to think of questions they have about God. If they’re stuck for ideas, remind them of the who, what, why, where, how, and when questions. They might ask: 
· Who _______?
· What are You _______?
· Why did You _______?
· Where do You _______?
· How did You _______? 
· When are You _______? 
· Lead kids to draw or write their questions around the question marks. 
· Let them share what they’ve written or drawn.
What You Say:

“John had questions about Who Jesus was, and that’s okay. It’s okay for you to have questions about God, too. The important thing to remember is that [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something about God, ask. He’s happy when we ask Him our questions, because He wants us to know Him more and more. He wants us to know how much He loves us, and He wants us to know that Jesus is our Savior! Asking questions is how we learn!
[Make It Personal] (Share about a time when you didn’t understand something about God, and you asked Him. Tell kids how He answered your question, whether it was through the Bible, through a friend, or some other way. Make sure to explain that they probably won’t hear God’s voice with their ears, but He does give us ways to know Him.) 

“So, [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something about God, ask. He’ll be happy to answer you! His answer may not come right away. It could be something that happens over a long time. But keep looking to God to help you understand.”
Pray and Dismiss

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: The tear sheets from the “?” activity
What You Do: 

· Guide kids to gather around the tear sheets.
· Use the conversation below to close out your group time.
What You Say:

“It’s ALWAYS okay to ask God questions if you don’t understand something about Him. He loves you and wants you to know Him! James, one of Jesus’ brothers, once wrote: If any of you needs wisdom, you should ask God for it. He will give it to you (James 1:5a NIrV). What that verse means is that if you’re confused or don’t understand something about God, ask. He’s VERY happy to help you find the answer. 
“So, remember: [Bottom Line] if you don’t understand something about God, ask. Let’s pray.
"Dear God, thank You that it’s okay to ask You questions. Thank You that You WANT us to ask You questions so that we can know You better. (Guide kids to silently ask God the questions they have about him.) Thank You, God, that You’ve heard our questions. Thank You that You will answer them. Help us wait for your answers and keep looking to You until we understand. We love You so much, God. Amen.” 
As adults arrive to pick up, guide kids to tell parents today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] If you don’t understand something about God, ask. 
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