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Statement of Faith

ABOUT GOD

God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES

God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE

People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION

That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.
User Agreement

 

The Boy Is Back in Town
Bible Story: The Boy Is Back in Town (The Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52
Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
GET READY

Prepare ahead of time for kindergarten–1st grade Small Groups this week:

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
· An offering container

2. You Name It!
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
· A timer; you can use a timer app, a watch, or a traditional hourglass timer
· Dry erase board, sheet of art paper, or similar

· Markers 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #1. 
* 1. Where’s Jesus? 

[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 
· Print the “Where’s Jesus?” Activity Page on cardstock and cut apart the cards; two sets for every two to three kids
· Bible

2. Hear, Read, Ask  
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
· Print the “Hear, Read, Ask” Activity Page; one for each small group
· Print the “Ways to Know” Activity Pages on cardstock; one set for each small group
· Three hula-hoops
3. Wisdom 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
· Bibles; for Kindergarteners, mark Bibles at Proverbs 2
· Print the “Bible Bits” Activity Page on colored paper (one color for every two kids), cut apart, and save the blank cards; one set for every two kids 

Prayer

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application
· Bible marked at John 3:16
Additional Resources:

· Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 

· Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 
The Boy Is Back in Town
Bible Story: The Boy Is Back in Town (The Boy Jesus at the Temple) • Luke 2:41-52
Bottom Line: Knowing God is the most important thing.

Memory Verse: The Lord gives wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from his mouth. Proverbs 2:6 (NIrV)

Life App: Knowledge—Learning something new so you can be better at whatever you do
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Thank God for being a God who desires to know us and to have us know Him. Thank Him that we CAN know Him—that He gives us His Word and His people in order for us to have a relationship with Him. Pray for the kids who might not have a relationship with God yet. Ask God to build a foundation of curiosity and to lead those kids to seek answers to their questions and explore what a relationship with God looks like. 
1. Early Arriver Idea

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Offering container
What You Do:

· Invite kids to place their offerings in the container. 
· Ask kids: 

· What do you think is the most important thing to know about:

· a dog? 
· a cat? 
· a fish? 
· an elephant? 
· a Tyrannosaurus Rex?” 
· Note: Feel free to add or omit topics according to your group’s interests. Also, you can encourage responses by saying things such as: “Ah, interesting!” “Good thinking!” “Ooh, I hadn’t thought of that!” or “What else?” 
· What’s the most important thing to know about your best friend?
· What’s the most important thing to know about YOU?

2. You Name It!
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Timer; dry erase board or art paper; marker
What You Do:
Lead kids in a variation of Scattergories®. 
· Challenge kids to name as many things as possible that they might find in: 
· a grocery store
· a movie theater
· the ocean 
· a park
· a zoo
· a church
The catch: They only have a minute for each category!
· Print the kids’ answers on a dry erase board, sheet of art paper, or similar. 
What You Say:

“You guys are smart, quick thinkers! [Transition] In Large Group we’ll hear about two people who found someONE in what they thought was an unexpected place! Let’s go learn more.”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.

* 1. Where’s Jesus? 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery
What You Need: “Where’s Jesus?” cards (Activity Page)
What You Do:
· Lead kids in a review game that’s a “puzzling” mash up of Concentration® and Where’s Waldo?
· Guide kids to get into groups of two or three.

· Give each group two sets of “Where’s Jesus?” cards (Activity Pages)—face down—and lead them to arrange the cards in a grid (no peeking!). 
· Don’t worry if the grid is uneven. The fact that the kids arranged the cards themselves means that a lot of brain cells were firing!
· Guide kids to take turns flipping over two cards at a time to find a match. 
· Increase turn-taking by allowing kids to take only one turn at a time, regardless of whether or not they make a match. 

· When teams match all their cards, challenge them to work together to assemble the puzzles. 

· Open your Bible to Luke 2 and encourage kids to use the completed puzzles to help them recall key points of the story:
· Where did Mary, Joseph, Jesus, and their family go? (Jerusalem) 

· Why did they go there? (to celebrate the Passover)
· Why were Mary and Joseph looking for Jesus? (They had lost him; he had stayed behind in Jerusalem and they didn’t know it.) Can you find Mary and Joseph?

· Where did Mary and Joseph find Jesus? (In the temple) Where is the temple?

· Can you find Jesus?

· What was Jesus doing when His parents found Him? (talking with the teachers about God’s Word; talking and asking questions)
What You Say:
“I’m sure Jesus learned a lot of things growing up, but even as a kid He knew that the most important thing to know was knowing God. The same is true for you, too! Because out of everything you can learn, [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. 

“Why do you think that [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing? (God loves us; He’s the best thing ever; because when we know God we can know Jesus.) So, while you’re learning all the cool stuff that you’re learning right now—like how to read, how to skip count, how to add, how to subtract, how to be a good friend—remember that [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing.
“If [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing, what are some ways you can know God more? (I can ask questions; I can pray; I can sing songs to Him; I can read my Bible; I can go to church; I can hear stories about Him.) Yes! So, remember: [Bottom Line] knowing God is the MOST important thing.”
2. Hear, Read, Ask
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Ways to Know” cards (Activity Pages); “Hear, Read, Ask” (Activity Page), hula-hoops
What You Do:

· Set the hoops around your environment.
· Show kids the “Ways to Know” cards (Activity Page) and guide them to identify the symbols. 
· Place a card inside each hoop. 
· Call out a scenario from “Hear, Read, Ask” (Activity Page), leading kids decide if it’s an example of hearing God’s Word, reading God’s Word, or asking about God and His Word. If it’s an example of:
· hearing God’s Word, kids move to the “ear” hoop and cup their hands to their ears. 
· reading God’s Word, kids move to the “book” hoop and hold their hands in the “book” sign.
· asking about God and His Word, kids move to the “?” hoop and make their bodies into question marks. 
· Add variety by guiding kids to move different ways: sideways, backwards, tiptoe, etc. 
What You Say:

“This week, we’re learning that [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. We can learn about God by hearing His Word—the Bible, by reading His Word, and by asking questions about Him and His Word.
[Make It Personal] (Tell kids how you first learned about God, whether it was at church, at home, or through a friend. Tell kids how you learned more about Him.)
“How have you learned about God? (I come to church; my grandma reads Bible stories to me; etc.) What’s something you can do this week to learn more about God? (I can read my Bible every night; I can learn a new Bible verse; I can talk to my mom and dad about Him; etc.) Great ideas! So, remember: [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing.”
3. Wisdom 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: Bibles, “Bible Bits” (Activity Pages), blank colored papers
What You Do:

· Before kids join you, hide the “Bible Bits” around your environment. Place them where it’ll be challenging—but not impossible—for kids to find them.

· Guide kids to get into groups of two. If you have an odd number of kids, pair yourself with a child. 

· Use the Bible navigation tips below to help each pair look up and “read” the verse. 
Finding verses with kindergartners: Guide children to open the Bibles to the marked page. Point to the word Proverbs at the top of the page as you say “Proverbs” aloud. Then guide children to find the big number 2 on the page. Explain that this is the chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the big 2 for the little 6; this is the verse number. Tell them to leave their finger on the verse as you read it aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together.

Finding verses with 1st graders: Guide kids to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show kids what the page looks like.) When kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Proverbs in the list under “New Testament.” You can help by telling them that Proverbs starts with the letters P-R. When kids find Proverbs, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Help children find the page. When they find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 2. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 6 in chapter 2. Read the verse aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together.

· Give each pair a blank piece of colored paper (left over from the Activity Pages). 
· At your signal, challenge pairs to find the five “Bible Bits” cards that match their color. 
· When a team finds all its cards, guide them to work together to put the verse in order.
· “Read” the verse aloud with the kids.
What You Say:

“Proverbs 2:6 tells us: The Lord gives wisdom (NIrV). Who is ‘the Lord’? (God) Yes, ‘the Lord’ is another name for God. What is wisdom? (Finding out what you should do and doing it; knowing how to make the wise choice; knowing things that help you; etc.) Since God is the One who gives wisdom, knowing Him is SO important. Because the more we know God, the more we think like He thinks and act like He acts. The more we know God, the more we become like Him. That’s why [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing.”
Pray and Dismiss

[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]

Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Bible marked at John 3:16
What You Do: 

· Guide kids to gather around you.
What You Say:

“Jesus knew that [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. That’s why he stayed in Jerusalem to talk with the teachers and ask them questions. We can know God by talking with others and asking them questions about Him, too. We can also know God by hearing or reading His Word, the Bible. 
“One of my favorite verses is John 3:16. (Invite a volunteer to open the Bible where marked.) It says: God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son. Anyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life (John 3:16 NIrV). What does that verse tell us about God? (He loves us; He sent Jesus so that we can live forever with Him.) Yes! God loves each and every one of you more than you could ever imagine, and because He loves you so much He sent His Son, Jesus, to die on a cross so that you can live forever with Him! Wow! God loves you, and He sent Jesus for YOU! Let’s pray.
"Dear God, thank You so much for loving us more than we could ever imagine. Thank You for sending Jesus so that we can know You even more. Help us remember that knowing You is the most important thing, and help us know You more every day. We love You, Lord. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, guide kids to tell parents today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] knowing God is the most important thing. Encourage—but don’t force—kids to name one way they’ll seek to know God more.
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