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Group Experiences for K-5th Grades
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Statement of Faith
ABOUT GOD
God is the one and only true God, yet He exists in three persons: God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God is the Creator, so 
everything belongs to Him and is under His control. God is holy, so He is 
righteous, majestic, and loving. God is all knowing and purposeful, so He’s 
at work to bring about His will. No person, thing, or idea compares to God.

ABOUT THE SCRIPTURES
God reveals Himself to us through the Bible, and it is 100% accurate, reliable, 
and authoritative.

ABOUT PEOPLE
People are made in God’s image and for His pleasure. But everybody falls 
short of God’s intention, or ideal, for people. In other words, everyone has 
sinned. As a result, we are all separated from Him, even though He wants 
an intimate relationship with each of us.

ABOUT SALVATION
That’s why Jesus—God’s Son—came and lived on this earth, died, and 
rose again. God offers His free gift of salvation to all who believe in Jesus 
and accept Him as Savior—the only way to be forgiven and reconciled to 
God. Anyone who accepts this gift is adopted as a son or daughter into 
God’s family and will live with Him forever in heaven.

User Agreement
 Orange gladly grants permission to churches, schools, and other licensees to tailor 252 Kids® materials to fit their unique leadership requirements, locale and format preferences, and physical environment needs. However, if you wish to edit the content substantively, including Bible stories, learning activities, scripts, and any other content in which biblical principles and concepts are presented, you are obligated to do so within the doctrinal guidelines we’ve expressed in our Statement of Faith. These resources are intended to be downloaded and printed for use by the subscribing entity only and may not be electronically transferred to or duplicated by other non-subscribing entities. Any unauthorized reproduction of this material or incorporation into a new work is a direct violation of US copyright laws. ©2019 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. 252 Kids® and the 252 Kids® logo are trademarks of Orange and the reThink Group.






Mercy Mercy Me

Bible Story: Mercy Mercy Me (The Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35
Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you.
Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)
Life App: Forgiveness—Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn't have to pay
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.


GET READY
Prepare ahead of time for Kindergarten-1st grade Small Groups this week:

[bookmark: OLE_LINK162][bookmark: OLE_LINK163][bookmark: OLE_LINK73][bookmark: OLE_LINK74]Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Choose one or both of these activities.)
1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
An offering container
Pipe cleaners; four or five for each kid

2. “Mother, May I Borrow . . .”
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group
Print the “Coins” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one set for each small group
NOTE: Consider laminating these or printing on heavy cardstock, as they will be used again next week. 


Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Choose as many of these activities as you like.)

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to do activity #2

1. King for a Day
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment
King costume items, such as a robe, crown, chair for a throne, etc. 

* 2. Create a Crown
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building and designing
Print the “Create a Crown” Activity Page on cardstock and cut out; one for each kid
Strips of white paper (to use as crown extenders if the crown cutout is too small)
Crayons or markers
Jewel stickers and/or sticky jewels
Stapler

3. Memory Verse Teamwork
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body
Print the “Memory Verse Teamwork” Activity Page and cut out; three sets for each small group
Bibles (marked at Colossians 3:13 for younger kids)

4. Prayer
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
[bookmark: OLE_LINK743]Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
Kids’ crowns from the “Create a Crown” activity 

Additional Resources:
Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards. 
Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv and the Parent Cue app. 





Mercy Mercy Me

Bible Story: Mercy Mercy Me (The Unmerciful Servant) • Matthew 18:21-35
Bottom Line: Forgive others because God forgives you.
Memory Verse: Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you. Colossians 3:13 (NIrV)
Life App: Forgiveness—Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn't have to pay
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.


Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction (Small Groups, 15 minutes)
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray for those who might visit your group for the first time. Ask God to take a very big and abstract concept like forgiveness and give kids the ability to understand it in their phase. Thank God for first forgiving us, even though we don’t at all deserve His forgiveness. Pray that your few would be encouraged to forgive others as a response to God’s forgiveness of us. 


1. Early Arriver
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
 
What You Need: Offering container, pipe cleaners

What You Do:
As kids arrive, greet them by name and invite them to put their offerings in the container. 
After they have settled in, give them some pipe cleaners and invite them to create sculptures of people. 
· They can create their family, friends, neighbors or friends from church. 
If you have enough time, you could create your whole small group out of pipe cleaners. 



2. “Mother, May I Borrow . . .”
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group

What You Need: “Coins” (Activity Page)

What You Do:
Divide the kids into three groups and have them sit facing each other on either side of the room or Small Group space. 
Divide the coins between the three teams and pick a team to go first. 
During their turn, one team says to another team, “Mother, may I borrow . . .” and they insert a coin amount and color they need, based on whatever coins they already have.
Each time a match is made, kids put those coins down in front of them and those coins are now “out of play.” 
The goal is for each team to match as many coins as they can.
Keep going until one team has no coins without matches left.
The team with the most matches at the end is the winner. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK170][bookmark: OLE_LINK171]What You Say:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]“Wow, that was a fun game! You guys are so good at matching up all the coins! [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear a story from the Bible about someone who borrowed from a king and couldn’t quite give it back!”

Lead your group to the Large Group area.




Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes)
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.

1. King for a Day
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and reenactment

What you Need: King costume items (crown, throne, robe)

What You Do:
Tell the kids that you are going to work together to retell the Bible story and everyone will get a chance to play a part.
NOTE: Don’t force anyone to play a part if they don’t want to. This is also a great opportunity to encourage self-control, by telling kids you can only give parts to kids who are “ready for the job.” 
Pick one child to be king and have them put on the king’s costume.
Pick one child to play the servant role and one to play the role of the man who owed the servant money.
Work together to retell the story (see points below) while the kids act it out. 
Tell the story again a few more times, giving a part to everyone who wants one. 

Story Points:
· Jesus was telling a story to Peter about forgiveness 
· The servant owed the king 10,000 bags of gold. 
· The king asked the servant to pay him back and he couldn’t. 
· The servant begged the king for more time. 
· The king said the servant didn’t have to pay him back, and he let him go. 
· The servant went to a man who owed him money and demanded that he pay him back in full.
· The servant begged for more time, but the other servant didn’t erase the debt like the king did. 
· The king found out that the servant didn’t forgive the debt like the king did for him, so the king was very mad. 
· God wants us to forgive others just like the king forgave the servant and like God forgives us. 

What You Say:
“Great job remembering our story today. We can learn a lot from the king in the story. He forgave the servant and expected nothing back. Just like the king, God forgives us no matter what, and He wants us to do the same with our friends and family. Remember that we need to [Bottom Line] forgive others because God forgives you.”

[Make It Personal] (Tell about a child-appropriate time when you forgave someone or when someone decided to forgive you. Share how it made you feel.)




* 2. Create a Crown  
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building and designing

[bookmark: _GoBack]What You Need: “Create a Crown” Activity Pages; extra strips of paper; crayons or markers; jewel stickers or sticky jewels, stapler

What You Do: 
Set out the crowns and the decorating supplies.
Let kids decorate their crowns, and remind them to write their names on their crowns. 
While the kids are decorating, use the paragraphs below to lead them in a conversation about what it means to forgive someone else. 
After the kids are done coloring, you can staple the crown together to fit their head and add the extra strips of paper if needed. 

What You Say:
“When someone does something wrong to us, or something we don’t like, what do we usually want to do? (Get back at them; do the same thing back; be mad; not be nice to them) But that’s not what God wants us to do, is it? What does God want us to do instead? (Forgive; not do something mean in return) 

“Just like the king forgave the servant, we can forgive others. When you take your crown home, put it somewhere you will see it every day. Let it be a reminder of how the king forgave the servant, God forgives us, and we can forgive each other. Remember, [Bottom Line] Forgive others because God forgives you.




3. Memory Verse Teamwork 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: “Memory Verse Teamwork” Activity Pages, Bibles (marked at Colossians 3:13, for younger kids)

What You Do:
Look up the memory verse using the tips below and read it twice together as a group.

Finding verses with kindergartners: Guide children to open the Bibles to the marked page. Point to the word Colossians at the top of the page as you say “Colossians” aloud. Then guide children to find the big number 3 on the page. Explain that this is the chapter number. Finally, guide them to look under the big 3 for the little 13; this is the verse number. Tell them to leave their finger on the verse as you read the verse aloud. Then lead everyone to say the verse together.

Finding verses with 1st graders: Guide them to open their Bibles to the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table of contents, lead them to find Colossians in the list under “New Testament.” You can help by telling them that Colossians starts with the letters C-O-L. When the kids find Colossians, lead them to look at the page number beside the word. Explain that the number tells them on what page they can find Colossians. Help the kids find the page. When they find Colossians, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter numbers. Help them find chapter 3. Explain that the small numbers are verse numbers. Help them find verse 13 in chapter 3. 

· Teach the group the motions (suggestions below) for the entire verse. Do this a few times, prompting them to copy you as you say the verse. 
· Split the group into 3 teams.
· Assign each team a different part of the verse. 
· Review the verse in order, pointing to each group when it’s their turn.
· Then see if they can complete the verse and motions without your pointing. 

Hand Motions: 
Put: Hold left hand up like you are holding a platter.
up: Hold right hand up like you are holding a platter.
with one another: Point quickly to your friends around you. 

Forgive: Open hands like you are reading a book.
one another: Point quickly to your friends around you. 
if you are holding something against someone: Cross left arm over right to form an X.

Forgive: Open hands like you are reading a book.
just as the Lord: Point up with both hands.
forgave you: Point to each other.

Colossians 3:1 (NIrV)

What You Say:
“WOW! Before you know it, you will have this whole memory verse memorized! This verse will help us remember that God wants us to [Bottom Line] forgive others because God forgives you.


Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding

What You Need: Kids’ crowns from the “Create a Crown” activity

What You Do: 
Ask the kids to sit in a circle with their crowns on their heads.
Quickly give kids a few different situations where forgiveness is needed, and prompt them to respond with, [Bottom Line] “Forgive others because God forgives you.” 
· When a friend borrows a pencil and doesn’t give it back . . .
· When your mom told you it was McDonald’s night for dinner, but it’s leftovers instead . . .
· When your sister takes one of your toys to school and loses it . . .

What You Say:
“What will your crown help you remember this week? (That we are supposed to forgive others just like God forgave us.) Let’s pray and thank God for His forgiveness every day. Dear God, thank You so much for forgiving us every day. Help us forgive others just like You forgive us. We love You. Amen!” 


As adults arrive to pick up, send kids home with their crowns and encourage kids to tell their parents what the crown is going to remind them about this week. 
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