Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

February Week 2
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: Family Ties (Ruth and Boaz) • Ruth
Today’s Key Question: When is it hard to be kind?

Today’s Bottom Line: Be kind to your family and friends.

Monthly Memory Verse: You are God’s chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as if they were your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient. Colossians 3:12 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Kindness—Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

What You Need:

· No supplies needed, but see below for details about what kids will need.
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Instruct kids to find an object nearby that they can use as their “barley stalk.” (This can be anything from a wooden kitchen spoon to a stuffed animal to a random toy.)

· Ask them to each place their chosen object about 15 feet away. (Tell them to place it somewhere they have to get up out of their seat and walk/run a few steps to reach.)

· Then divide your kids into two teams. (You can do this by simply counting off 1, 2, 1, 2 and instructing kids to remember which number they are. It’s not important for them to remember who else is on their team, but it is important that they remember what their number is.)

· Tell them you’re going to ask questions to review the Bible story. As soon as you’re finished reading the question, they should get up and race to be the first to retrieve their “barley stalk” and come back within view of their camera. 

· (Keep track of who returns first, second, and third. You may need to somehow indicate “Go,” if you have competitive kids who might start the “race” before the question is fully read!)

· Let the kid who returned first attempt to answer the question. 

· If they’re correct, they get a point for their team.

· If they’re not (or if they don’t know the answer), the second kid who arrived back at their seat gets a chance (even if they’re on the same team as the first kid).

· Go through the questions below, as long as time and interest allow. 

· Encourage kids to be competitive, but not to be too disruptive to whatever is happening in their homes at that moment. 

· If you notice that the same one or two kids are winning every time, declare that you’ll pick the third (or fourth) kid to answer the next question.

· At the end of the game, declare the team with the most points the winner!

Review Questions: 

· Whom did Ruth stay with? (Naomi) 
· Who was from Moab? (Ruth)
· Who was from Judah? (Since Boaz or Naomi are correct answers, this is an opportunity for two teams to be awarded points)
· When Ruth said, “Your people will be my people, Your God my God,” to whom was she talking? (Naomi)
· Who owned land in the story? (Boaz)
· Who showed kindness to Ruth by giving her food? (Boaz)
· Who showed kindness to Naomi by providing her food? (Since Boaz or Ruth are correct answers this is an opportunity for two teams to be awarded points) 
What You Say:

Ask a few of the following questions to engage kids in conversation about the story and how it applies to their lives.
· Do you think it was hard for Ruth to show kindness to Naomi? Do you think it was hard for Ruth to stick with Naomi and leave Moab? Why or why not? 
· How do you think Naomi felt when Ruth left her home to follow her and help take care of her?
· What resulted from Boaz and Ruth’s kindness?
· Why is it sometimes a lot harder to be kind to the people we see all the time and easier to be kind to strangers or people we don’t know very well?
· What are things we can do to help us to remember to show kindness to our family and friends? 
· What can we do when we’re in a bad mood and everything is just annoying? How can we successfully be kind in that situation?
Close your group in prayer:

“God, thank You for Your never-ending, great big love for us. We know that no matter how many times we mess up, You ALWAYS choose to love and show kindness to us. This week, someone in our family WILL bug or frustrate us and we WILL be tempted to do something to bug or frustrate them right back. Help us to show Your kindness instead, even when it’s the last thing we want to do. We love You. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.” 
