Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

February Week 4
Preteen
Today’s Bible Story: Hey Brother (Good Samaritan) • Luke 10:25-37

Today’s Key Question: How can you be kind to people who are different from you?

Today’s Bottom Line: Be kind to people who are different from you.

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

Monthly Memory Verse: You are God’s chosen people. You are holy and dearly loved. So put on tender mercy and kindness as if they were your clothes. Don’t be proud. Be gentle and patient. Colossians 3:12 (NIrV)

Monthly Life App: Kindness—Showing others they are valuable by how you treat them

Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

What You Need:

· No supplies needed
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Ask for a volunteer. 

· Tell the group that the volunteer is going to change one thing about either their appearance or their surroundings, and they rest of them have to figure out what is different. 

· Encourage the volunteer to strike several “modeling” poses so the group can get a good look at them.

· Allow the volunteer to turn off their camera and change one thing about their appearance or the room they’re in.
· For example, tuck or un-tuck their shirt, remove glasses, quickly change a shirt, etc.
· Or move a picture frame behind them, scoot their chair and camera slightly one direction or another, turn off/on a light, etc.
· When the change has been made, the volunteer should turn their camera back on. (Instruct the volunteer to take just 30 seconds or so to make their change. You can give them a countdown when they have about 10 seconds left.)
· Let the group guess what is different. The kid who guesses correctly gets to be the next volunteer. 

· After each kid has had a turn, ask the group how the game relates to today’s story. (The story was about being kind to someone who’s different from you.)
· Prompt the group to talk about and share some ways each of them is different from each other. 
What You Say:

· Use the following questions to talk about today’s story and lead kids to figure out how it applies to them:

· What are ways people are different from each other? (looks, culture, how they talk, what they eat, what they like or dislike, etc.)
· The Samaritan could have ignored the injured man and walked right on by, but he didn’t. How do you feel when someone ignores you or simply doesn’t listen to what you have to say? 

· How do you feel when someone shows interest in what you are doing or what you have to say? 
· Do you think it was hard for the Samaritan to show kindness to the injured man? Why or why not? 
· What can make it hard for kids to show kindness to people who are different from them?

· We’re all different from each other in some way and there will be times at school or during sports, or just living life that you will meet someone who doesn’t look like you, act like you, or talk like you. How can you can show kindness to someone who seems very different from you? (Ask questions, try to get to know people who are different, listen, etc.)
· Why might a kid your age be treated unkindly? When have you seen someone treated unkindly?

· You see someone being treated unkindly, maybe it is the annoying kid at school. What does it look like to respond with kindness? Is it kind to walk away when you see someone being treated unkindly? Why or why not? 
Close your group in a group prayer today:

“God, You are (encourage kids to fill in the sentence with a word describing God) We know we will have many opportunities to show kindness this week. Help us to remember to show kindness to everyone by (encourage kids to fill in the sentence with a way to show kindness) Thank You, God, for making us in Your image and yet making each of us different, with different cultures, languages, likes, and dislikes. You are so creative. Help us to think of creative ways to show others they are valuable to You and to us. Amen!”
