Small Group Leader Guide 
Virtual Small Group 

April Week 3
K3
Today’s Bible Story: War and Peace (Isaac’s Wells) • Genesis 26:1-6, 12-22, 26-31
Today’s Bottom Line: You can show you care about others by walking away from a fight.

Monthly Memory Verse: So let us do all we can to live in peace. And let us work hard to build up one another. Romans 14:19 (NIrV)
Monthly Life App: Peace—Proving you care more about each other than winning an argument
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated.

What You Need:

· Ask families to make sure kids have paper and markers or crayons before they join the meeting. 
What You Do: 

· As kids join the meeting and get settled, engage them in conversation about the past week. 

· If you choose, consider using one of the ice breakers or games on the “Virtual Small Group General Info” page. 

· If you’ve chosen to watch the Bible story video presentation as a group, get that started once you’ve given latecomers a chance to join the meeting, and once the group feels settled. 

· After the Bible story video, transition into the activity below.
Activity:
What You Do: 
· Guide kids to review and retell the story by drawing individual scenes/plot points and then showing the group what they’ve drawn. 
· If you have older kids, they can open their Bibles to Genesis 26 and use it as a guide as they draw their scene.

· For the most part, let kids choose which parts of the story they draw. 

· You’ll probably have a lot of kids drawing Isaac as he walks away from one of the wells. Prompt kids to decide which drawing is the first time, second time, etc.

· Below are a few ideas for what kids could illustrate from the story: 

· Isaac with lots of farmland and animals

· Abimelek telling Isaac to move, the first time

· Isaac and his crew digging their wells
· Abimelek telling Isaac to move again
· Isaac moving, with all the herds and people

· Isaac’s crew digging wells a second time

· Philistines commanding Isaac to move for a third time

· Isaac and Abimelek making peace and having a feast
What You Say:

“The Philistines filled Isaac’s wells with dirt then took two wells from him! Was that fair? (No!) Isaac could have chosen to fight the Philistines, but instead he chose to stay strong and walk away—THREE TIMES IN A ROW! And because Isaac chose not to fight, God blessed him with peace. God wants us to make peace, too. One way we can make peace is to walk away from a fight. Sometimes that can be really hard, but God can help us.

[Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time you chose to walk away from a fight. You may have ignored someone who teased you, kept quiet when someone called you a name, or not argued when your brother or sister took something that was yours. If possible, tell them how God helped you walk away and how walking away showed God’s love to the other person.)
[Bottom Line] “You can show you care about others by walking away from a fight.”
Close your group in prayer:

“Dear God, thank You for reminding us through the story of Isaac that our relationships with others are WAY more important than winning an argument or fight. Help us have the assurance that You see our peace-making efforts and honor them, even when we don’t always see immediate results. Help us practice the action word we each chose this week to prove we care more about others by walking away from a fight. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
