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Luke 21:25-36 

 

Grace to you and peace, from God who is, who was, and who is to come. Amen.  

 

My in-laws have been celebrating their 50th anniversary this year. They’re celebrating all 

year long. And they decided that among other things, they wanted to take their 

children (and related family members) on a trip of their own designing. So while my 

sister-in-law and her husband choose Hawaii, the Brocks decided on the West Coast.  

 

We were able to go several places that I had been wanting to get to, like Alcatraz 

Island; The Disney Family Museum at the Presidio in San Francisco; and the Winchester 

Mansion in San Jose. From there we flew to Portland Oregon. We toured the wine 

country, and visited an air and space museum, before heading up several thousand 

feet in elevation to Crater Lake National Park.  

 

I’m not simply attempting to bore you all with the Brock Family vacation (but I do have 

photos); I tell you all this so that when I talk about some of the things I saw, it will be in 

context. Like “Welcome to Indianland” painted on the side of the water tower at 

Alcatraz Island, a remnant of the American Indian Movement that occupied Alcatraz in 

the early 1970's. Or the sign at a shower house near the Golden Gate Bridge that read:  

Due to the Recent Drought conditions, These Showers will be shut down Monday 

4/13/2015.  

 

It was through signage that I learned that the proper name of a particular aircraft was 

the Hughes Flying Boat, and not “The Spruce Goose” as I had only known it. 

 

But I must say, the most transformative signs I saw were the ones that kept coming up 

the closer we got to the Oregon coast. They were very simple, and very direct, and 

straight to the point that read:  

Tsunami Evacuation Route  

That is not something I will hopefully ever need to worry about here in central PA - but 

they do, on the Oregon coast.  

 

It has been decades since I was in California, and I have never been in Oregon before, 

so the signs I saw were helpful in getting around in knowing where we were, or how to 

get where we wanted to go. Interestingly, to me, there were not a lot of signs indicating 

what I was going to have to undergo just a few weeks after returning from this trip, 

which is to say, my cardiac surgery.  

 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=124680345
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But that’s a bit of the nature of signs, isn’t it? We get some signs that are really helpful, 

like: “Keep Away From the Edge of the Crater.” Some signs can be a bit ambiguous: 

“Proceed with Caution.” Other signs, like what Jesus tells us in our gospel lesson, can 

simply leave us scratching our heads, trying to figure out what’s going on. 

 

Let’s put Jesus’ words in context. In what we heard this morning, Jesus has already 

entered Jerusalem on the day that we know as Palm Sunday. He’s in conversation, 

across from the Temple, with the disciples (who are never quick to catch onto what 

Jesus is talking about to begin with). He’s been attempting to teach them using some 

parables. He’s answered questions from the Sadducees & Scribes. He pointed out to his 

followers the widow who gave the last of all her money. He’s talked about the end of 

things, and the destruction of Jerusalem. And so now, in our lesson, he’s addressing his 

own return. Remember, he knows he’s about to die - he’s Jesus: he knows this. We know 

he’s about to die - we’re two eons removed from the situation at hand, we’ve read the 

book or seen the movie, we know how it ends. His disciples, though, the people with 

whom he is in conversation? Not so much. They’ve heard the words, but haven’t 

processed the meaning. They’re denying, even, what Jesus has been telling them.  

 

So when Jesus begins this next section, talking about when he will return, what will be 

happening, how we’ll know, they really get confused. And then he gives us one of 

those annoying parables, only this time one about a fig tree. That raises the question, 

are we supposed to take it literally? Probably not, because it’s a parable. But does he 

mean that he’ll come back in the late spring / early summer, when leaves are 

sprouting? Maybe. Maybe not. And the lead up to this, it sounds like a front page story 

for the National Enquirer: 

 25 "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 

distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 

People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for 

the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” 

 

Friends, I have to tell you this: we ARE in the End Times. I absolutely believe that. There’s 

just one caveat, one caution, that I need to add: we have been in the End Times ever 

since Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven. The human race has been 

in the End Times for pushing Two. Thousand. Years. And we don’t know when the end 

will come. It could be ten years from now. It could be ten hundred thousand years from 

now. It could be ten minutes from now. We don’t know. Yet we are in the End Times, 

none the less.  

 

What, then, does ANY of this have to do with Me, You, Trinity, or for that matter, 

Advent? Advent is a time of preparation. Advent is when we are getting ourselves 

ready when we are getting our world ready, for the coming of the Messiah. Only, for 

those of us who are believers, that means a couple of different things.  

 

First, it means, we prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. The Christ. Our 

Messiah (and please remember, Christ is not his surname. He wasn’t born to Joseph and 

Mary Christ. He is Jesus the Messiah; Jesus the Savior; Jesus the Christ). Advent is the time 

before that celebration of Jesus’ human birth for which we prepare ourselves. It’s 

gotten a bit bent out of shape over the years. The focus now appears to be on the gift 
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giving and receiving, rather than the celebration of that one particular child. His birth 

wasn’t even celebrated for the first few hundred years, and then it was a distant 

second to the celebration of Easter. If we were sincere about “Let’s put the Christ back 

in Christmas,” the best thing would be to stop celebrating altogether, and spend those 

weeks leading up to Christmas in prayer and meditation. But all that’s a bit too radical.  

 

The second aspect of Advent is to prepare AS WELL for the parousia, Christ’s return. The 

Second Coming. That’s why we have this End Times text for our gospel today. Because 

Advent is ALSO about preparing for the return of Christ. This is a time to get our hearts 

and minds centered on, focused on, the mission and ministry of Christ. It is a time for 

what we are believers, we as followers, we as Christians, are called to do, and how we 

are called to live.  

 

Some of the signs then that we are to be looking for: the sign that when we see 

someone in trouble, if we’re able, we stop to help. The sign that, when we see someone 

lacking food, if we are well fed, we share of our own. The sign that, if we see someone 

without shelter, we get them a decent, safe, dry place to stay. If those whom we offer 

to aid Reject us, or Turn us away, then that’s something different, and not what our 

gospel is talking about.  

 

So long as we keep looking for those signs, and act on those signs when we see them, 

when we do those things, when we act on those signs, that means we are preparing 

for, we are looking forward to, that we hasten the coming of our Messiah. The sign of 

Life to Come. 

 

Amen. 

 

Copyright © 2015, John H. Brock.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.trinitycamphill.org 

 

file:///C:/Users/webmaster/Documents/Trinity%20Web%20Site/Sermons/www.trinitycamphill.org
file:///C:/Users/webmaster/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary Internet Files/Content.Outlook/index.htm

