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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church!  Please sign the red Worship Witness booklet to 

record your attendance with us this day, and indicate how many are communing.  

Then pass the booklet to the worshipers beside you in your row.  If you are a guest, 

name tags are also available for you to wear---we would be delighted to greet you by 

name.  When the service concludes, first-time guests are invited to go to the front desk 

in our Gathering Space---we have a welcome gift for you! 
 

 

about today’s service 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is 

also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds 

sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God 

promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 

may bear fruit in the world. 

+ Gathering + 
We gather together to praise God and receive His love. 

Welcome  

(Stand) 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, full of compassion and mercy, 

abounding in steadfast love. 

P: Pastor L: Lector C: Congregation 
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C: Amen. 
 

P: Trusting in God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God 

and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Eternal God our creator, 

C: in you we live and move and have our being. Look upon us, your children, 

the work of your hands. Forgive us all our offenses, and cleanse us from 

proud thoughts and empty desires. By your grace draw us near to you, our 

refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

P: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit given to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we 

still were sinners; and for his sake, God + forgives you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

 

Hymn No. 767: Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

Canticle of Praise 

 

 



- 4 - 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



- 5 - 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray.  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 

word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, 

and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen.  

(Sit) 
 

  



- 6 - 

+ Word + 
We listen to the story of God’s mighty acts for the sake of His people. 

 

Children’s Message 
 

First Reading  Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their 

return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees 

that clap their hands. 

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return 

there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that 

goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent 

it. 12For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains 

and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field 

shall clap their hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a 

memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 

proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable 

parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such 

great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 

while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 

some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, 

they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 
7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 
8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 18“Hear then the 

parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
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does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown 

on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a 

while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 

person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is 

the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 

wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on 

good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who 

indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 

and in another thirty.” 

L:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon: “Ears to Listen, Seeds to Sow” Pastor Jack M. Horner                                  
 

(Stand) 

Hymn No. 733: Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

Apostles= Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God=s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 

day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the +resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

P: Called together in the Sprit’s embrace, let us pray for the mending of God’s 

world.  
 

A brief silence. 
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Each petition ends: 

P: Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

+ Meal + 
When we celebrate communion we remember that Jesus died for us and we experience 

His love and forgiveness. As we eat the bread and wine Christ is present with us. 
 

Sharing of the Peace  

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

(Sit) 

Announcements 
 

Offering   
 

Optional methods of giving: text an amount to 717-963-2281 (be sure to use a 

“$”); use the Giving Kiosk in the Gathering Space to donate by credit card. 

 

(Stand) 
 

 

Presentation 
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Offering Prayer 

P: Let us pray.   

C: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living 

thing. You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open 

our hearts to embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through 

our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And 

so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
  
Sanctus  
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P: Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting  

 and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this 

is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for 

all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s Passover from death to 

life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body 

of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with 

justice, peace, and love, now and forever 

C:   Amen. 
 

 

Lord's Prayer 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Holy Communion  

P: Christ invites you to a place of honor at this banquet. Welcome to the feast. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

(Sit) 

 

Lamb of God  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sharing our Lord's Supper 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to celebrate the real presence of Jesus Christ 

in our Lord’s Supper. Please come forward by the middle aisle, receive the bread, 

dip it into the wine, and return by the side aisles.  Communion may be received in 

bread only, if desired.  Non-communing children and adults are invited to come 

forward for a blessing.  As a gesture of hospitality we use dealcoholized wine (less 

than .5% alcohol).  In addition, we offer gluten-free wafers available upon request-

-please ask the pastor at the time of communion. 
 

(Stand) 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen. 



- 12 - 

 

Post-Communion Canticle  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Prayer  

P: Let us pray. Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this 

bread and cup, but your very self, that we may feast on your great love. 

Filled again by these signs of your grace, may we hunger for your reign of 

justice, may we thirst for your way of peace, for you are Lord forevermore. 

C: Amen. 
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+ Sending + 
We have heard the Word of God, offered our gifts, and been fed at the table. 

Now we are sent out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world. 
 

Blessing  

P: May God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine, grant you the gifts of faith and hope. Almighty God, Father, + Son 

and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Dismissal 

P: Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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United and empowered to worship, connect, serve. 
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worship notes 
 

Attendance at our services last week was 563.  Copies of last week's sermons are 

available on the tables in Fellowship Hall, in the narthex, the tract rack in the 

Gathering Space, and on our website.  Our web address is:  www.trinitycamphill.org 

 

The flowers in the Nave and Fellowship Hall, the communion elements for all 

services, and the sanctuary lamp candle, the symbol of God’s abiding presence, 

are presented to the glory of God and in loving memory of her mother, Ruth 

Patterson, by Barbara Catlin; Merlin L. and Marjorie P. McCulloh by their family; 

Mrs. James F. Enterline by her daughter, Joan; her parents, Mr. and Mrs. William 

Fitzgerald, by Maryellen Harner; our daughter, Suzanne R. Peters, by Eric and 

Marla Peters; My beloved father, Basil Edward Gantt, by Marsha Elizabeth Gantt. 

 

  

http://www.trinitycamphill.org/
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