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Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church!  Please sign the red Worship Witness booklet to 

record your attendance with us this day, and indicate how many are communing.  

Then pass the booklet to the worshipers beside you in your row.  If you are a guest, 

name tags are also available for you to wear---we would be delighted to greet you by 

name.  When the service concludes, first-time guests are invited to go to the front desk 

in our Gathering Space---we have a welcome gift for you! 
 

 

about today’s service 

Epiphany means “manifestation.” On this day we celebrate the revelation of 

Christ to the Gentiles—that is, to all nations. Some Christian traditions celebrate 

three great epiphanies on this day: the magi’s adoration of the Christ child, 

Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, and his first miracle, in which he changes 

water into wine. The word and sacraments are for us the great epiphany of 

God’s grace and mercy. We go forth to witness to the light that shines brightly in 

our midst. 

+ Gathering + 
We gather together to praise God and receive His love. 

Welcome  

(Stand) 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity + one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 

C: Amen.  

P: Pastor L: Lector C: Congregation 
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P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P: Loving God, 

C: we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. 

Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly;  

 we have not spoken or acted at all;  

 we have hurt those closest to us;  

 we have hurt those we have yet to know;  

 we have thought more about ourselves than others;  

 we have though less of ourselves than we ought.  

 Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your 

children. Amen. 

P: Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have 

messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never 

tires of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins are 

forgiven, for the sake of + Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 

Hymn No. 275: Angels, From the Realms of Glory 
 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Kyrie (ELW, pg. 184)  The congregation sings the refrain, and the leader sings the 

verses. 

 

 
 

P: For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

 for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,  
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 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

P: That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

 that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 

 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 

P: For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

 for life and for love, for our work and our play, 

 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 
 

 

 
 

P: For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

 that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 

 let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of 

your Son by the brilliant shining of a star. Shine the light of your justice always 

in our hearts and over all lands, and accept our lives as the treasure we 

offer in your praise and for your service, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and 

forever. 

C: Amen.  

(Sit) 
 

+ Word + 
We listen to the story of God’s mighty acts for the sake of His people. 

 

First Reading  Isaiah 60:1-6 

Jerusalem is assured that nations will make a pilgrimage to her, because the light of 

God’s presence is in her midst. The bountiful food of the sea and the profits of 

international trade will come streaming to Jerusalem and thereby declare God’s praise. 
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Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 

you. 2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 

the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall 

come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 4Lift up your 

eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your 

sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their 

nurses’ arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and 

rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall cover 

you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall 

come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise 

of the Lord. 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel  Matthew 2:1-12 

God’s promise shines bright in the night as magi follow a star to honor a new king. 

Strangers from a faraway land, they welcome the long-awaited messiah of Israel. 

 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has 

been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 

come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was 

frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 

priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah 

was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 

no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler   

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7Then Herod secretly called for the 

wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so 

that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, 

they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 

its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 

entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 

down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
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warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

L:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon: “Wishing on a Star” Sister Marianne Brock 

(Stand) 

Hymn No. 300: The First Noel 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became 

truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church 

A brief silence. 
 

Each petition ends: 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

+ Meal + 
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When we celebrate communion we remember that Jesus died for us and we experience 

His love and forgiveness. As we eat the bread and wine Christ is present with us. 
 

Sharing of the Peace  

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

(Sit) 

Announcements 
 

Offering   
 

Optional methods of giving: text an amount to 717-963-2281 (be sure to use a 

“$”); use the Giving Station in the Gathering Space to donate by credit card. 

 

(Stand) 
 

 

Presentation 
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Offering Prayer 

P:  Let us pray. Merciful God, 

C:  receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions. Through 

this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and 

mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
  
Sanctus  
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P: Holy One, the beginning and the end … 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: Holy God, 

C: we long for your Spirit. 
 

P: Come among us. 

C: Bless this meal. 
 

P: May your Word take flesh in us. 

C: Awaken your people. 
 

P: Fill us with your light. 

C: Bring the gift of people on earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,  

 Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 

will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion  

P: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 (Sit) 

Lamb of God  
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Sharing our Lord's Supper 
 

All baptized Christians are welcome to celebrate the real presence of Jesus Christ 

in our Lord’s Supper. Please come forward by the middle aisle, receive the bread, 

dip it into the wine, and return by the side aisles.  Communion may be received in 

bread only, if desired.  Non-communing children and adults are invited to come 

forward for a blessing.  As a gesture of hospitality we use dealcoholized wine (less 

than .5% alcohol).  In addition, we offer gluten-free wafers available upon request-

-please ask the pastor at the time of communion. 
 

(Stand) 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Post-Communion Canticle  
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Post-Communion Prayer  

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

+ Sending + 
We have heard the Word of God, offered our gifts, and been fed at the table. 

Now we are sent out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world. 
 

Blessing  

P:  The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly 

on your path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the +Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always.  

C: Amen. 

Dismissal 

P:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Sundays & Seasons, Copyright © 2016 
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worship notes 
 

Attendance at our services last week was 518. Copies of last week's sermons are 

available on the tables in Fellowship Hall, in the narthex, the tract rack in the 

Gathering Space, and on our website. Our web address is:  www.trinitycamphill.org 
 

The flowers in the Nave and Fellowship Hall, the communion elements for all 

services, and the sanctuary lamp candle, the symbol of God’s abiding presence, 

are presented to the glory of God and in loving memory of Tilman and Nadine 

Foust by their daughter, Barbara Kriebel; Helen Bigelow by Ralph and family; Ann 

Wardlow, by her family; John J. Krafsig, Jr. by his wife Sandra. 

United and empowered to worship, connect, serve. 
 

http://www.trinitycamphill.org/

