Fourth Sunday
in Lent

Saturday Worship
5:30 pm
March 30, 2019

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church! Please sign the red Worship Witness booklet to
record your attendance with us this day, and indicate how many are communing.
Then pass the booklet to the worshipers beside you in your row. If you are a guest,
name tags are also available for you to wear---we would be delighted to greet you by
name. When the service concludes, first-time guests are invited to go to the front desk
in our Gathering Space---we have a welcome gift for you!

about today’s service
The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and
whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of God”
in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has “rolled
away... the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son.
Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice!
In Lent we focus our attention on the mystery of the cross, that is God’s willingness to offer
his Son for the salvation of the world through his passion and death. We signify his holy
mystery by veiling our crosses with light fabric, either completely covering or draping over
the beams. The fullness of God’s purposes is revealed when on Easter the veils are
removed or changed to white, the color of Easter. We also omit the use of “alleluia” and
postludes as the solemnity of this Lenten season is observed.

P: Pastor

L: Lector

C: Congregation

+ Gathering +
We gather together to praise God and receive His love.

Welcome
(Stand)
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Confession and Forgiveness
P:
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to
redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.
C: Amen.
P:

In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s
promise of mercy.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:
C:

God at the margins,
We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way.
We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have
saved your people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember
the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, where your
forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen

P:

Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like
manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving
parent, God runs to meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake
of ☩ Christ, leading you from death into life.
Amen.

C:

Hymn No. 332: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
Greeting
P:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie (ELW, pg. 184) The congregation sings the refrain, and the leader sings the
verses.
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P:

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

P:

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the
poor;
that we may live out truth and justice and grace,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

P:

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family;
for life and for love, for our work and our play,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

P:

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word;
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood,
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. Refrain

Prayer of the Day
P:
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all
with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and
feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C: Amen.
(Sit)
Children’s Message
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+ Word +
We listen to the story of God’s mighty acts for the sake of His people.

Reading: Psalm for the Day
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:

Psalm 32

1Happy

are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
3While

I held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
5Then

I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the
guilt of my sin.
6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
7You

are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
I will guide you with my eye.
9Do

not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
10Great are the tribulations of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.

L:

11Be

glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

L:
C:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

-5-

Gospel Reading

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned
it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older
brother who believed it was his obedience that earned his place in the father’s home.
1Now

all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this
parable: 11b “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong
to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he
began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating;
and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself, he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will
say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired
hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms
around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And
they began to celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he
came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He
called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to
go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered
his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you,
and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes,
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you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are
always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and has been found.’”
P:
C:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: “Come Meet Jesus – Who Welcomes Us Home”

Pastor John Brock

(Stand)
Hymn No. 335: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God=s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the +resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Church
A brief silence.
Each petition ends:
A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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+ Meal +
When we celebrate communion we remember that Jesus died for us and we experience
His love and forgiveness. As we eat the bread and wine Christ is present with us.

Sharing of the Peace
P:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
(Sit)
Announcements
Offering
Optional methods of giving: text an amount to 717-963-2281 (be sure to use a
“$”); use the Giving Station in the Gathering Space to donate by credit card.
(Stand)
Presentation
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Offering Prayer
A: Let us pray. Gracious Father,
C: by these offerings we confess that you alone are God. Receive them as our
prayer for your vision of this world that we may take our proper place
among your creatures. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
P:
The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Sanctus
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P:

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting, and your
faithfulness endures from age to age. Praise to you for creating the heavens
and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the
flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. Praise to
you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your
Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on
these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your
presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body
of Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with
justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its
creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and
holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
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Lord's Prayer
P:
Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Holy Communion
P:
Christ has prepared the feast. Come to the table where all are welcomed
home.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Sit)
Lamb of God

Sharing our Lord's Supper
All Christians are welcome to celebrate the real presence of Jesus Christ in our Lord’s
Supper. Please come forward by the middle aisle, receive the bread, dip it into the wine,
and return by the side aisles. Communion may be received in bread only, if desired. Noncommuning children and adults are invited to come forward for a blessing. As a gesture of
hospitality we use dealcoholized wine (less than .5% alcohol). In addition, we offer glutenfree wafers available upon request--please ask the pastor at the time of communion
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(Stand)
Post-Communion Blessing
P:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
C: Amen.
Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Prayer
P:
Let us pray. Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for
justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful
hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.
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+ Sending +
We have heard the Word of God, offered our gifts, and been fed at the table.
Now we are sent out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world.

Blessing
P:
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C: Amen.
Dismissal
P:
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
C: Thanks be to God.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Sundays & Seasons, Copyright © 2016
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License # 23686.
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Join us next week
+ + +
Pastor Liz Frey
“Come Meet Jesus – Who Receives Our Gifts”

worship leaders
Presiding Minister:
Preacher:
Musician:

The Rev. Elizabeth E. Frey
The Rev. John Brock
Ryan Hannigan, piano

Cover art/design:

Patty Marshall

United and empowered to worship, connect, serve.
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Worship notes
Attendance at our worship services last week was 800. Copies of last week's
sermons are available on the tables in Fellowship Hall, in the narthex, the tract
rack in the Gathering Space, and on our website (www.trinitycamphill.org).
Attendance at Wednesday Connect (mid-week Lenten Dinner Devotion & Study)
last week was 95.
The flowers in the Nave and Fellowship Hall, the communion elements for all
services, and the sanctuary lamp candle, the symbol of God’s abiding presence,
are presented to the glory of God.
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