Christmas Eve
10:00 pm
December 24, 2019

Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church! Please sign the red Worship Witness booklet
to record your attendance with us this day, and indicate how many are
communing. Then pass the booklet to the worshipers beside you in your row. If
you are a guest, name tags are available for you to wear---we would be
delighted to greet you by name. Hearing assistance devices and large print
bulletins are available from an usher.

about today’s service
In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah
declares that the light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring
endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus
Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good
and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that
shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with the whole world.
P: Presiding Minister A: Assisting Minister L: Lector C: Congregation

+ Gathering +
Preludes: “Gesu Bambino” (The Infant Jesus)
“West Indies Carol”( Mary’s Boy Child)
Adult Bells

Sharon Elery Rogers
arr. Sondra Tucker

Welcome
Proclamation of the Birth of Christ

Ron Livingston
[Stand]
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Dialogue
P:

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.

C:

By day and night he shines for all to see.

P:

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty

C:

that the world may see the justice and richness of God.

P:

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

C:

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.

P:

Jesus is the light of the world.

C:

Jesus is the light of our lives.

P:

Sing to God a new song!

C:

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.

Gathering Hymn No. 289: Angels We Have Heard on High

GLORIA

Greeting
P:
C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior and Lord, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Canticle of Praise No 270: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (1st Stanza only)
Prayer of Day
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:

Let us pray. Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline
to us in our darkness, a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born
in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross,
he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the
world and in our hearts.
Amen.

C:

[Sit]
“Veni, Veni” (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)
Instrumentalists
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Chip Davis/arr. Longfield

+ Service of Lessons and Carols +
“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord”
First Reading:

Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18

1In

the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let
there be light"; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good;
and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the
sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for
seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the
sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the two great
lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night
— and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon
the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the
light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.
L:
C:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

Howard Helvey

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming, as those of old have sung.
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,when half spent was the night.
Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind;
Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind.
To show God's love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half spent was the night.
This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere;
True man, yet very God, from sin and death He saves us, and lightens every load.

Chancel Choir; Sara Schmehl, piano
Second Reading:

Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose
origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until
the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his
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kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and feed his
flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his
God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Carol No. 279: O Little Town of Bethlehem (Verses 1 & 2)
Third Reading:

ST LOUIS

Luke 1:26-35, 38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her
and said, "Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." 29But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be,
since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said,
"Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your
word." Then the angel departed from her.
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L:
C:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem: “Gabriel’s Message”

Old Basque Noel/arr. Prower

The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, his wings as drifted snow,
his eyes as flame; “All hail,” said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favored lady. Gloria!”
“For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, all generations laud and honor thee.
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold.”
Most highly favored lady. Gloria!
The gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, “To me be as it pleaseth God,”
she said, “My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.”
Most highly favored lady. Gloria!
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Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born in Bethlehem
all on a Christmas morn.
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say,
“Most highly favored lady. Gloria!”

Chancel Choir and Instrumentalists
Fourth Reading:

Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:23"Look, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is
with us." 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
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L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Carol No. 269: Once in Royal David’s City
Fifth Reading:

IRBY

Luke 2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!"
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
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to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Anthem: “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella”

Parker/Shaw

Bring a torch, Jeanette, Isabella. Bring a torch, come hurry and run.
It is Jesus, good folk of the village, Christ is born, and Mary’s calling:
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the mother; Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the child!
It is wrong, when the Baby is sleeping, It is wrong to speak so loud;
Silence, now as you come near the cradle, Lest you awaken little Jesus.
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the mother; Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the child!
Skies are glowing, the heavens are cloudless, Bright the path to the manger bed.
Hasten all who would see little Jesus shining bright as yonder star.
Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the mother; Ah! Ah! Beautiful is the child!

Chancel Choir
Sixth Reading:

Matthew 2:1-11

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise
men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have
come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 7Then Herod secretly called for the
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so
that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king,
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
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its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
L: The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Carol No. 300: The First Noel (Verses 1 & 5)
Seventh Reading:

THE FIRST NOWELL

John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was
a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and lived among
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of
grace and truth.
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P: The Gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
[Sit]
Sermon: “Wonder-FULL”

Pastor Jack M. Horner
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Anthem: O Holy Night

Adolphe Adam/arr. Hopson

O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of our dear Savior’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, ‘til He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born.
O night, O holy night, O night divine!
Truly He taught us to love one another, His law is love and His gospel is peace;
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother,
and in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we, let all within us praise His holy name;
Christ is the Lord! Oh, praise His name forever! His power and glory evermore proclaim!

Chancel Choir and Instrumentalists
[Stand]
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the + resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.
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Responsive Prayer
P: It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
C: Your Word, Jesus, is truth.
P: In his light, draw all to the manger
C: to gather in wonder with the shepherds.
P: In his light, draw all to the manger
C: to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.
P: In his light, draw all to the manger
C: to sing for joy with the angels.
P: In the brightness of his life
C: cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.
P: It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way.
C: In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
[Sit]
Offering
Optional giving methods: Use the Give+ app on your mobile device • Use the Giving
Station in the Gathering Space • Text an amount to 717-963-2281 (be sure to use a
“$”) • Use the “DONATE” button on our website and e-blasts

Worship Witness (Please sign booklet and return to center aisle)
“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

arr. Jeffrey Hall
Adult Bells; Alison Koch, cello
[Stand]
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Offertory
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!
Offering Prayer
P:
C:

Let us Pray. Generous God,
you have given us life, this community, and these gifts from your
abundance. Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring hope
and blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lighting of the Candles
Carol No. 281: Silent Night

STILLE NACHT

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light
radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.
Blessing
P:

C:

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the
joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the
magi, and the peace of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Extinguish Candles: Please leave your candle holder in the boxes at the doors.
Dismissal
P:
Christ is born! Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere!
C: Thanks be to God.
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Postlude: “Bring a Torch, Jeanette, Isabella”

Keith Chapman

Portions of the service are reprinted from: Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Copyright © 2006
Augsburg Fortress. Sundays & Seasons, Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of
Augsburg Fortress License # 23686.

Worship Leaders
Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Jack M. Horner
Readers: Nancy Martin, James Brommer, Marianne Brock, Ron Livingston,
Michelle Addams, Wendy Beckmann
Book Bearer: Alicia Hahn
Torch Bearers: Tyler Koch, Nicole Purnell
Soundboard: Dave Maser
Greeters: Steve Kauffman (head greeter), Marla Peters, Guy and Karen Edmiston
Altar care: Grace Hoyt, Joanne Austin, Margaret Parker, Barbara Kriebel, Marilyn
Swartz, Teresa Sheaffer, Michele Addams, Jean Grandon
Ushers: Dave Harrington (head usher)
Bulletin Cover: Trinity Staff
12

Worship Notes
We welcome and thank the following instrumentalists for participating in our
service this evening. Strings: Kierra Heinly, Marcus Smolensky, Briana Heinly, Sara
Hannigan, Kyle Knipe, Alison Koch and Duane Botterbusch; Karen Appel and
Sara Schmehl, piano and organ.
The flowers in the Nave and Fellowship Hall, the communion elements for all
services, and the sanctuary lamp candle, the symbol of God’s abiding presence,
are presented to the glory of God and in loving memory of Dr. Lawrence K.
Thompson, III, by Mrs. L. K. Thompson, III and family.
Poinsettia Pick-up. Any person who has ordered a poinsettia and has chosen to
pick it up, please do so after the 10:00 am service on Christmas Day (the building
will be closed at 11:30 am). Please do not take the plastic saucers as they are
saved for future use. Many thanks to all of you who contributed to the beauty of
Trinity at Christmas.
Your many greetings and gifts received by Trinity Church's Staff are most
appreciated. We bless you with peace and hope.
2019 contributions of offerings or special gifts must be received in the office by
Monday morning, December 30, in order to be credited to your 2019 giving
statements.
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Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Ministers: The People of Trinity
Pastors
Lead Pastor – The Reverend Dr. Jack M. Horner
Pastor for Parish Life – The Reverend John H. Brock
Pastor for Engagement – The Reverend Elizabeth E. Frey

Staff
Director of Administration – Steven J. Kauffman
Director for Finance – Paul A. Hensel
Ministry Director for Communications – Stephanie G. Maurer
Ministry Director for Music - H. Timothy Koch
Director of Contemporary Music – Debra D. Wilson
Director of Children’s Music – Amy L. Koch
Director of Faith Formation – Kelly C. Falck
Director of Youth and Student Ministries – Peter A. Fox
Director of Preschool – Heather F. Rose
Coordinator of Children’s Ministry – Danelle Andrews
Administrative Assistant for Ministry – Thomas A. Notestine
Sunday Morning Receptionist – Natalie Fortenbaugh
Evening Receptionists - Beth Hinkle,
Natalie Fortenbaugh, Zandra Bishop
Sexton – Russell Brown
Seminarian – Alex Knepper

Congregation Council Members
Dan Drury – President
Mike Schwalm – Vice-President
Ellen Ney – Secretary
Jon Andrews

Matt Bingaman
Serena Fedor
Peter Glenn
Keith Huntzinger

Jay Killian
Dave Rupnik
Debbie Savidge
Anne Stafford

Administrative Committee Chairs
Administration & Personnel – Peter Glenn
Property – Jon Andrews

Finance – Keith Huntzinger
Strategic Planning – Bob Frymoyer

Ministry Team Facilitators
Arts – Mary Haar
Community Outreach Ministries – Mitzi Jones
Faith Formation – Serena Fedor
Fellowship – Rick Sten
IT/AV – Jonathan Lobaugh
Missions – Mary Ellen Hettinger
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Parish Ministry – Donna Sprowls
Publicity and Comm. – Danelle Andrews
Stewardship – Mike & Jenn Schwalm
Worship – Jane Killian
Youth – Rob Reed

We wish you a blessed Christmas. It’s a wonderful
time at Trinity, with hundreds of people, seen and
unseen, handling all details large and small. Thank
you to every person who has played a role.
Something else: Not everyone feels joy during this season. Some
folks are grieving, or ill, or hurt, or lost. Reach out to those in need:
a visit, a listening ear. But remember too that some folks hide their
suffering; maybe it’s the person next to you, quiet but smiling.
So be thoughtful, sensitive, and kind. And pray for all.

A MESSAGE
FROM OUR PASTORS AND STAFF
Regular Worship Times in 2020
Sunday Traditional 8:30 and 11:00 am  Sunday Contemporary 8:30 and 11:00 am
Saturday 5:30 pm  Thursday spoken service 6:30 pm  Friday prayer service 12 noon
Healing service monthly, third Sunday, 12:30 pm
Thanks for being here. Come back often. There’s always something going on. See below.
• Everyone is welcome at Trinity. Families, singles. All walks of life.
• Children are welcome at any service. Or you can use our Sunday nursery for infants through age 5.
• Take advantage of our Faith Connection opportunities for infants through elders.
• Teens and pre-teens love our active Youth Group.
• Musically inclined? Find opportunities for everyone: vocal and bell choirs, instrumentalists, praise band.
• Serve our neighbors at home and abroad. Prayer shawls, quilts, mission trips, prison ministry, much more.
• Serve at Trinity. Usher, greet, read, give communion, help in kitchen or office, visit homebound folks, more.
• Connect with others. Enjoy meals, concerts, plays, walk/run group, all kinds of fellowship.
717-737-8635  2000 Chestnut Street, Camp Hill, PA 17011  www.trinitycamphill.org
United and empowered to worship, connect, serve.
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