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about today'’s service

In today's gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the
gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection
in our Sunday virtual gathering around the word and in our everyday lives.
Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the
Acts of the Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians
proclaimed the resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we
receive in baptism.

P: Presiding Minister C: Congregation L: Lector

+ Gathering +

We gather together to praise God and receive God'’s love.

Gathering Music: “Because He Lives” By Matt Maher
FaithX praise band (video)

Welcome Pastor John Brock

Prelude: A Setting of LLANFAIR Robert Powell

Sara Lobaugh, flute

Announcements Pastor John Brock

Confession and Forgiveness Pastor John Brock

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who gathers us in the
wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.

C: Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection

Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

v

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

Gathering Hymn: “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” LLANFAIR
(video with words — ELW 369)

1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Allelvial
Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluvia!
offer praise with love replete, Allelvia!
at the paschal victim's feet. Allelvial

2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia!
sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Allelvia!
now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia!l

3 Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia!
God and sinners reconciled, Allelvia!
when contending death and life, Alleluia!
met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia!

4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia!
all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia!
Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Allelvia!
now he lives, no more to die. Allelvia!

Text: atir. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright
administrator.

Greeting Pastor John Brock

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day Pastor John Brock

P: Letus pray. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of
those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may
we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

+ Word +
We listen to the story of God'’s mighty acts for the sake of God's people.
Children’s Message Pastor Jack Horner
First Reading: Acts 2:14q, 22-32 Steve Kauffman

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to
the gathered crowd. He fells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death
according fo God'’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to
scripture, quoting Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified,
the risen Jesus is now enthroned.

l4aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and
addressed [the crowd], 22"You that are Israelites, listen to
what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to
you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that
God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—
23this man, handed over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up,
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for
him to be held in its power. 25For David says concerning him,
‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand
so that | will not be shaken; #therefore my heart was glad,
and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope.
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy
One experience corruption. 28You have made known to me
the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness with your
presence.’ 2“Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently
of our ancestor David that he both died and was buried,
and his ftomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet,
he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he
would put one of his descendants on his throne.
3lForeseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying, ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did
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his flesh experience corruption.’ 32This Jesus God raised up,
and of that all of us are witnesses.”

L:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9 Steve Kauffman

This epistle was written to encourage Christians experiencing hardships and suffering
because of their faith in Christ. The letter opens by blessing God for the living hope we
have through Christ's resurrection even amid difficult circumstances and surroundings.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By
his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the
dead, “and into an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, Swho are
being protected by the power of God through faith for a
salvation ready fo be revealed in the last fime. ¢In this you
rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer
various trials, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being
more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested
by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy, °for you are receiving the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

L:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Pastor Liz Frey
P:  The holy gospel according to John, the 20t chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 20:19-31 Pastor Liz Frey

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission,
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief
prompts another visit from the Lord.

"When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,
and the doors of the house where the disciples had met
were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “"Peace be with you.” 20After he said
this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said fo
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so Isend you.” 2When he had said this, he breathed on
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them:; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when
Jesus came. 2550 the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of
the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the
nails and my hand in his side, | will not believe.” A week
later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt
but believe.” 22Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!"” #Jesus said to him, “"Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet have come to believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other
signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in
this book. 3'But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon “What now? ...living with doubt” Pastor Liz Frey

Solo: *You are Lord” Pepper Choplin
Chris Mirocco, soloist; Sara Lobaugh, flute

Prayers of Intercession Pastor John Brock

Each portion of the prayer ends:

P:  Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer
P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Passing of Easter Peace
P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

+ Sending +
We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent
out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world.
Blessing Pastor John Brock
P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your
mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Pastor John Brock

P:  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in
peace. Share the good news. Alleluial

C: Thanks be to God. Allelvia!l

Postlude “Toccata” (Jesus Christ is Risen Today) Diane Bish

(video)

United and empowered to worship, connect, serve.
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