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Third Sunday of Easter 

Order of Worship for streaming service during COVID-19 

April 26, 2020 

11:00 am 
 

 
 

about today’s service 
Today’s gospel begins with two disciples walking to Emmaus, overcome with 

sadness, loss, and disappointment. They had hoped Jesus, who was crucified, 

would be the one to redeem Israel! Yet the risen Christ walks with them and 

then opens their eyes in the breaking of the bread. Each Sunday our hearts 

burn within us as the scriptures are proclaimed. The story of Emmaus becomes 

the pattern of our worship each Lord’s day. 
 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
We gather together to praise God and receive God’s love. 

 

Welcome                Pastor Jack Horner 
 

Gathering Music: “Open the Eyes of My Heart”          Paul Baloche 

FaithX praise band (video) 
 

Announcements                    Pastor Jack Horner 
 

Solo: “Above All”      M. W. Smith/arr. Livingston 

Ron Livingston, soloist 
 

Confession and Forgiveness Pastor Jack Horner 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the 

wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires 

known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 

holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly 

sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 

sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things 

we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 

dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 

hearts through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

Hymn: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”  LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

(video with words – ELW 367) 
 1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 

  in praise of love that still abounds: 

  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

  Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

  Repeat their song of glory here: 

  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 

  therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

  Now still he comes to give us life 

  and by his presence stills all strife. 

  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

  set heart and will on things above 

  that we conquer through your triumph; 

  grant grace sufficient for life's day 

  that by our lives we truly say: 

  "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 4 Adoring praises now we bring 

  and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

  "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

  Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

  to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

  all the glory, never ending! 

  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt. Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 

license from copyright administrator. 
 

Greeting                     Pastor Jack Horner 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day                    Pastor Jack Horner 

P: Let us pray. God, your Son makes himself known to all his 

disciples in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our 

faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

+ Word + 
We listen to the story of God’s mighty acts for the sake of God’s people. 

  

Children’s Message    Pastor Liz Frey 

 

First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41         Ron Livingston 
 

Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following 

the giving of the Holy Spirit to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. The 

center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the 

crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed [the crowd], 36“Therefore let the entire house of 

Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord 

and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”37Now when 

they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 

and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 
38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be 

forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For 

the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are 

far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and 

exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were 

baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 

added. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

P: Presiding Minister   C: Congregation   L: Lector 
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23         Ron Livingston 
 

The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand 

that they are strangers in a strange land. Christians no longer belong to 

this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, 

faith, and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
 

17If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people 

impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear 

during the time of your exile. 18You know that you were 

ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, 

not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect 

or blemish. 20He was destined before the foundation of the 

world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your 

sake. 21Through him you have come to trust in God, who 

raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your 

faith and hope are set on God.22Now that you have purified 

your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 

genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the 

heart. 23You have been born anew, not of perishable but of 

imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of 

God. 
 

L: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                     Pastor John Brock 

P: The holy gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-35                            Pastor John Brock 
 

The colorful story of Jesus’ appearance to two disciples on the road to 

Emmaus answers the question of how Jesus is to be recognized among us. 

Here, he is revealed through the scriptures and in the breaking of bread. 
 

13Now on that same day [when Jesus had appeared to 

Mary Magdalene,] two [disciples] were going to a village 

called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and 

talking with each other about all these things that had 

happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus 

himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes 

were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said to them, 

“What are you discussing with each other while you walk 

along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, 

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 

stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 

have taken place there in these days?” 19He asked them, 

“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of 

Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests 

and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death 

and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one 

to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third 

day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some 

women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 

early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body 

there, they came back and told us that they had indeed 

seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of 

those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 

as the women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then 

he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of 

heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was 

it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things 

and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning with Moses 

and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 

about himself in all the scriptures.28As they came near the 

village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 

were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 

with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now 

nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he 

was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and 

broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were 

opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from 

their sight. 32They said to each other, “Were not our hearts 

burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, 

while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same 

hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they 

found the eleven and their companions gathered 

together. 34They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 

and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he had been made 

known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Sermon “What now? …living with grief”      Pastor John Brock    
 

Solo: “In Christ Alone”       Getty/Townend 

Olivia Shields, soloist 
            

Prayers of Intercession    Pastor Jack Horner 

Each portion of the prayer ends: 

P: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us. 
  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

Passing of Easter Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.                   
 

+ Sending + 
We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent 

out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world. 
 

Blessing  Pastor Jack Horner 

P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 

 raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and turn your 

mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Dismissal  Pastor Jack Horner 

P: You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in 

peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude “Toccata” (Let All Things Now Living)     David Cherwien 

(video) 
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United and empowered to worship, connect, serve. 

 


