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about today’s service

As we continue fo celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in
his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus' mission in
the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim
the one who called us out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we
bear witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

P: Presiding Minister C: Congregation L: Lector

+ Gathering +

We gather together to praise God and receive God'’s love.

Welcome Pastor John Brock

Song: “Blessed be Your Name” Matt & Beth Redman

FaithX praise band (video)
Announcements Pastor John Brock

Solo “Prelude to a Te Deum”
Dr. Bill Stowman, frumpet

M. Charpentier

Confession and Forgiveness Pastor John Brock

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who gathers us in the
wilderness to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new.

C: Amen.

P:  Almighty God, fo whom all hearts are open, all desires
known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection

v

Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly
sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things
we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your
hearts through faith.

C: Amen.

Hymn: “Alleluial Jesus is Risen”
(video with words — ELW 377)
1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!

EARTH AND ALL STARS

Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center
telling the story to open our eyes;
breaking our bread, giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent:
death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing: O grave, be open!
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain

5 City of God, Easter forever,
golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
river of life, saints and archangels,
sing with creation to God the | AM! Refrain
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926. Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

Greeting Pastor John Brock

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you alll.

C: And dalso with you.

Prayer of the Day Pastor John Brock

P:  Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way,
the truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to
follow in the way of his commandments, and to share his
risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

+ word +
We listen to the story of God'’s mighty acts for the sake of God's people.

Children’s Message Pastor Jack Horner

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60 Marianne Brock

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve tables
so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-6). Stephen
does more than distribute food, however. For his preaching of God'’s
word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

SSFilled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed info heaven and
saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand
of God. %¢"Look,"” he said, "l see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” $7But
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed
together against him. %Then they dragged him out of the
city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. ¥While they
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” ¢©0Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he died.

L:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 Marianne Brock

Christ is the cornerstone of God'’s saving work and the foundation of our
lives. We are God's chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and
declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that
by it you may grow into salvation—3if indeed you have
tasted that the Lord is good. “Come to him, a living stone,
though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in
God's sight, and dlike living stones, let yourselves be built into
a spiritual house, fo be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ¢For it
stands in scripture: “See, | am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in
him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he
is precious; but for those who do not believe, “The stone
that the builders rejected has become the very head of the
corner,”8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock
that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey
the word, as they were destined to do. ?But you are a
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own
people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of
him who called you out of darkness info his marvelous light.
1°0Once you were not a people, but now you are God's
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you
have received mercy.

L:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Pastor Liz Frey
P:  The holy gospel according to John, the 14t chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:1-14

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go
before them and act on their behalf.

Pastor Liz Frey

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '*Do not let your hearts be
froubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so,
would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for

you? 3ANnd if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where | am, there
you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place
where | am going.” sSThomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the

way?e" ¢Jesus said to him, I am the way, and the fruth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If
you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him."” 8Philip said fo him,
"Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ?Jesus
said to him, “Have | been with you all this time, Philip, and
you still do not know me?2 Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'2 19Do you
not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that | say to you | do not speak on my own; but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. ''Believe me
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do
noft, then believe me because of the works themselves.
2Very fruly, | tell you, the one who believes in me will also do
the works that | do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because | am going to the Father. 13| will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, | will do it.”

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon “What now? ...living with persecution” Pastor Liz Frey

Solo: *You Are God”
Marianne Brock, soloist

Lionel Bourne

Prayers of Intercession Pastor John Brock
Each portion of the prayer ends:
P:  Lord, in your mercy,

C: hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer Pastor John Brock

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Passing of Easter Peace Pastor John Brock
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

~+ Sending +
We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent
out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God’s people in the world.
Blessing Pastor John Brock
P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead
raise you o new life, fill you with hope, and turn your
mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and
Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Pastor John Brock

P:  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in
peace. Share the good news. Alleluial

C: Thanks be to God. Allelvial

Postlude “Fanfare” John-Joseph Mouret

Dr. Bill Stfowman, frumpet

United and empowered to worship, connect, serve.
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