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about today’s service

The book of The Acts of the Apostles is often referred to as “The Gospel of Luke, Part 2.”
It begins with the founding of the Church through the blessing of Christ and the
sending of the Spirit. It deals with the struggles, joys, frustrations, and growth of the
Body of Christ throughout those middle decades of the First Century. The book closes
with the Apostle Paul in Rome, defending the faith before an unbelieving government.
We as a congregation will be looking at this book over seven weeks, and discover how
the lives of believers from nearly two thousand years ago match up with the struggles,
joys, frustrations, and growth of our lives, today!

P: Presiding Minister C: Congregation L: Lector

+ Gathering +
We gather together to praise God and receive God'’s love.

Welcome Pastor John Brock

Hymn: Gather Us In GATHER US IN
1. Herein this place the new light is streaming, now is the darkness
vanished away; see in this space our fears and our dreamings
brought here to you in the light of this day. Gather us in, the lost
and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; call o us
now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our
name.

2. We are the young, our lives are a mystery, we are the old who
yearn for your face; we have been sung throughout all of
history, called to be light to the whole human race. Gather us
in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the
strong; give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the
courage to enter the song.

3. Here we will take the wine and the water, here we will take the
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your
daughters, call us anew fo be salt for the earth. Give us to drink
the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you;
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion lives that are holy and
hearts that are true.

4. Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light
years away—but here in this place the new light is shining, now
is the kingdom, and now is the day. Gather us in and hold us
forever, gather us in and make us your own; gather us in, all
peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

(video)

Announcements Pastor John Brock

Confession and Forgiveness Pastor John Brock
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives all our
sin, whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sinin the presence of God and of one
another.

P:  Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

C: Amen.

Stuart Devane / Glenn Gore
(Faithx video)

Song: “Draw Me Closer”

Greeting Pastor John Brock
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day Pastor John Brock
P:  Let us pray. God of compassion, you have opened the way
for us and brought us to yourself. Pour your love into our
hearts, that, overflowing with joy, we may freely share the

blessings of your realm and faithfully proclaim the good
news of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.
Children’s Message Pastor Liz Frey

+ word +
We listen to the story of God'’s mighty acts for the sake of God'’s people.

Solo: “Down by the Riverside”
Kim Hannigan, clarinet

spiritual/arr. Kallman

Sermon and Scripture reflection: Pastor Jack Horner

One Congregation: One Book: Acts “Make a Difference”
(Sermon and reading reflection for Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2)

Solo: “Blest Are They” David Haas

Chris Mirocco, soloist

Pastoral Prayer Pastor John Brock

Lord’s Prayer Pastor John Brock

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Passing of Peace Pastor John Brock

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
=+ Sending T+

We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent
out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God'’s people in the world.
Blessing Pastor John Brock

P:  The Lord be near you at all times, the Lord walk beside you
so that you will not be troubled, the Lord fill your hearts with
gladness, and your mouth with joyful song; and the blessing
of God Almighty, the Father, *+ the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be with you always.

C: Amen.

Dismissal Pastor John Brock
P:  Goin peace. Christ is with you.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Light of the World”
(Faithx video)

United and empowered to worship, connect, serve.
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