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about today’s service

Matthew narrates one of Jesus' controversial parables in which Jesus says that
the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same
wage no matter what time of day they began to work. Yet God is gracious and
merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God
that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God's mercy
we are all beggars.

P: Presiding Minister C: Congregation L: Lector

+ Gathering +

We gather together to praise God and receive God'’s love.

Welcome Pastor Jack Horner
Prelude "“Intermezzo Sinfonico” (Cavalleria Rusticanal)
P. Mascagni
Gabriel Meza, violin

Announcements Pastor Jack Horner

Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sinin the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P:  Faithful God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving
embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one
another before examining ourselves. We place our own
needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the enfire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Hymn: Lord of All Hopefulness SLANE

1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, whose trust, ever
child-like, no cares could destroy: be there at our waking,
and give us, we pray, your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the
break of the day.

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, whose strong hands
were skilled at the plane and the lathe: be there at our
labors, and give us, we pray, your strength in our hearts,
Lord, at the noon of the day.

3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, your hands swift to
welcome, your arms to embrace: be there at our homing,
and give us, we pray, your love in our hearts, Lord, at the
eve of the day.

4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, whose voice is
contentment, whose presence is balm: be there at our
sleeping, and give us, we pray, your peace in our hearts,
Lord, at the end of the day.

Text: Jan S truther, 1901-1953Text © Oxford University Press 1931.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator.

(Pre-recorded)

Greeting Pastor Jack Horner
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day Pastor Jack Horner

P:  Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual
lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannoft rely
on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message Pastor John Brock

Song: “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)”
FaithX (pre-recorded)

+ Word +
We listen to the story of God'’s mighty acts for the sake of God'’s people.

Reading: Philippians 1:21-30 Ron Katzman
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain
about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is committed to the
ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that
reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If | am
to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me;
and | do not know which | prefer. 281 am hard pressed
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better; 2but to remain in the flesh
is more necessary for you. 2Since | am convinced of
this, I know that | will remain and continue with all of
you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may
share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus
when | come to you again. ZOnly, live your life in a
manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether | come and see you or am absent and hear
about you, | will know that you are standing firm in
one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the
faith of the gospel, 2and are in no way intimidated
by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's
doing. 2For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering
for him as well—%since you are having the same
struggle that you saw | had and now hear that | sfill
have.

L:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Pastor Liz Frey
P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 20t chapter.
C: Gilory to you, O Lord.
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Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God'’s generosity, challenging the common
assumption that God rewards people according to what they have
earned or deserve.

Pastor Liz Frey

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1"The kingdom of heaven is like
a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for
the usual daily wage, he sent them info his vineyard. 3When
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle
in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they
went. SWhen he went out again about noon and about
three o’clock, he did the same. $And about five o'clock he
went out and found others standing around; and he said fo
them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ ’They said
fo him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner
of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going
fo the first." "When those hired about five o'clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage. '9Now when
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but
each of them also received the usual daily wage. ""And
when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, '2saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and
you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.” 13But he replied
fo one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you
not agree with me for the usual daily wage? “Take what
belongs to you and go; | choose to give fo this last the same
as | give to you. "Am | not allowed to do what | choose with
what belongs to meg Or are you envious because | am
generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Liz Frey
Series theme: “Philippians: Official Guide for a Joy-filled life”
Weekly sermon title: “Live for Christ

Solo: “Amazing Grace”
Charlie Beckley, soloist

arr. Craig Courtney

Pastoral Prayer Pastor Jack Horner

Lord'’s Prayer Pastor Jack Horner
P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord faught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Peace Pastor Jack Horner
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

+ Meal +

When we celebrate communion we remember that Jesus died for us and
we experience His love and forgiveness. As we eat the bread and wine
Christ is present with us.

Eucharistic Prayer Pastor Jack Horner

P:  We give you thanks and praise, Lord God, for in your Son
Jesus you became the true bread from heaven, the manna
sustaining us in every wilderness, the bread of abundant life
that never runs out. Send down your Holy Spirit upon us now,
that we might become living bread for your hungry world.
Give us your very self in these gifts of bread and wine and
make them for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus
Christ:

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

=+ Sending +

We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent
out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit fo be God’s people in the world.

Blessing of Communion to the Homebound  Pastor Jack Horner

P:  Compassionate God, Bless those who receive your word
and sacrament at home. May these gifts be signs of our
love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and
blood of Christ, all may know your grace and healing
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing Pastor Jack Horner

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.

C: Amen.

Dismissal Pastor Jack Horner
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Sending Song: “My Lighthouse”
FaithX Band (pre-recorded)

United and empowered to worship, connect, serve.
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