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about today’s service

In today's gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an
image of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ's death. For Christians, the
vineyard also speaks of God's love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us
for the forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are
nourished with wine and bread so that we may share Christ's sufferings and
know the power of his resurrection.

P: Presiding Minister C: Congregation L: Lector

+ Gathering +

We gather together to praise God and receive God'’s love.

Welcome Pastor John Brock

Prelude: “Dona Nobis Pacem” (Grant Us Peace) K. McChesney
Adult Bells
Announcements Pastor John Brock

Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
C: Amen.
P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:  Faithful God,

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving
embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one
another before examining ourselves. We place our own
needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of
salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die
for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a
called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the enfire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Hymn: How Firm a Foundation foundation

1. How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, is laid for your
faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! What more can he say than
fo you he has said who unto the Savior for refuge have fled2

2. '"Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dismayed, for | am your
God and will still give you aid; I'll strengthen you, help you,
and cause you to stand, upheld by my righteous,
omnipotent hand."

3. "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, my grace,
all-sufficient, shall be your supply. The flames shall not hurt
you; | only design your dross to consume and your gold to
refine."

4. 'Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove my
sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love; and then, when
gray hairs shall their temples adorn, like lambs they shall still
in my bosom be borne."

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
(Pre-recorded)

Greeting Pastor John Brock
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Chirist, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Prayer of the Day Pastor John Brock

P:  Let us pray. Beloved God, from you come all things that are
good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those
things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us
to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message Pastor Jack Horner

Song: “When | Survey” (The Wondrous Cross)
FaithX (pre-recorded)

+ Word +
We listen to the story of God'’s mighty acts for the sake of God'’s people.

Reading: Philippians 3:4b-14

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any
bearing in comparison to the right relationship he has been given through
the death of Christ. The power of Christ's resurrection motivates him to
press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

Martha Hawk-Nagle

[Paul writes:] 4PIf anyone else has reason to be confident in
the flesh, | have more: Scircumcised on the eighth day, a
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a
Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; ¢as to
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under
the law, blameless. ’Yet whatever gains | had, these | have
come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, |
regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the
loss of all things, and | regard them as rubbish, in order that |
may gain Christ °and be found in him, not having a
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one
that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God based on faith. 9l want to know Christ and the power
of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, if somehow | may attain
the resurrection from the dead. '2Not that | have already
obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me
his own. 3Beloved, | do not consider that | have made it my
own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, ¥l press on toward the
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

L:  The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Pastor Liz Frey
P:  The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death,
revealing that their plans will, ironically, bring about the fulfilment of
scripture.

Pastor Liz Frey

[Jesus said fo the people:] 33"Listen to another parable.
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
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fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a
watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to
another country. 3#¥When the harvest time had come, he
sent his slaves to the tenants tfo collect his produce. 35But the
tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. 3Again he sent other slaves, more than the
first; and they treated them in the same way. 3’Finally he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 3But
when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’ 3°So
they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed
him. “Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what
will he do to those tenants2” 4'They said fo him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at
the harvest time.” 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never
read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and
it is amazing in our eyes’? 4“Therefore | tell you, the kihgdom
of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. #The one who falls
on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush
anyone on whom it falls.” 4$When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. 4They wanted to arrest him, but they
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a
prophet.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon: Pastor Liz Frey
Series theme: “Philippians: Official Guide for a Joy-Filled Life!”
Weekly sermon title: "“Train for Life *

Solo: *Cry No More™”
Marianne Brock, soloist

Craig Courtney

Pastoral Prayer Pastor John Brock

Lord’s Prayer Pastor John Brock

P: Let us pray the prayer our Lord taught us.

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

Peace Pastor John Brock
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

+ Meal +

When we celebrate communion we remember that Jesus died for us and
we experience His love and forgiveness. As we eat the bread and wine
Christ is present with us.

Eucharistic Prayer Pastor John Brock

P:  You give us so much, gracious God, but everything we have
is loss compared to the wondrous love we see in your Son,
Jesus Christ. On the night before your Son died, we fook
away everything you gave us in him, and yet you gave us a
meal. Now in this wonderful sacrament, we give you
everything we know how to give, praying that you will give
us Christ in the form of this meal. Send down your Holy Spirit
upon us now that we might become the body of Christ.
Give us your very self in these gifts of bread and wine and
make them for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus
Christ;

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

+ Sending +

We have heard the Word of God and offered our gifts. Now we are sent
out, strengthened by the Holy Spirit to be God'’s people in the world.

Blessing of Communion to the Homebound Pastor John Brock

P:  Compassionate God, Bless those who receive your word
and sacrament at home. May these gifts be signs of our
love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and
blood of Christ, all may know your grace and healing
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing Pastor John Brock

P: Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now
and forever.
C: Amen.

Dismissal Pastor John Brock
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Postlude: “Toccata” Eugene Gigout

(pre-recorded)
United and empowered to worship, connect, serve.
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